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Thanksgiving hosts needed
International Thanksgiving Fellowship connects exchange students with local families

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A 63-year-old idea remains 
as relevant today as in 1956, 
and perhaps even more im-
portant.

The International Thanks-
giving Fellowship arose in 
Paris with the idea that for-
eign students attending col-
lege in America could better 
understand and appreciate 
Americans by spending time 
with families and celebrating 
Thanksgiving – that most 
American of holidays.

“We have seen a decline in 
the students from Chicago,” 
said Barbara Dick. “We have 
also seen a decline in host 
families.”

She said it is possible the 
current state of world affairs 
highlighting perceived dif-

ferences may be a factor in 
why fewer people in Paris are 
willing to open their homes 
to the students for the holi-
day weekend. Another factor 
is families in 2019 are much 
more mobile than they were 
in 1956 and people don’t al-
ways stay home for Thanks-
giving.

As for the declining number 
of students, Dick explained 
the Thanksgiving Fellowship 
works closely with the Inter-
national House at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and much 
depends on how hard that 
staff recruits students to take 
advantage of the opportunity.

This year Paris is slated for 
15 students, although the ac-
tual number of guests may 
be higher because some of 
the graduate students may be 

accompanied by a spouse or 
child. Dick is in need of local 
families and at the time of 
the interview did not have 15 
families committed to hosting 
a student.

“We try to get as many dif-
ferent countries as we can, but 
it can be a challenge since so 
many Chinese come to the 
Unites States for their educa-
tion,” said Dick. 

Paris is not the only com-
munity that does a Thanksgiv-
ing Fellowship. The program 
started here and since then 
three or four other Illinois 
communities also participate.

She urged anyone who 
might have misgivings about 
hosting a student because of 
cultural concerns to put such 
reservations aside. The stu-
dents, she said, are broadmin-

ded and genuinely curious 
about how Americans live.

“It may be their only chance 
to stay in an American home,” 
said Dick.

The responsibility of the 
host families starts when the 
guests arrive Wednesday, Nov. 
27. The students remain with 
the host families Thanksgiving 
Day to celebrate the holiday in 
the manner the family does. 
Friday is a day of organized 
activities for the students such 
as visiting Shewey’s ceramics 
business in Paris or shopping 
at Wal-Mart and Rural King. 
Some years there is a trip to 
Arthur to learn about the 
Amish.

Saturday the host families 
bring the students to the Paris 
Square for the Christmas in 
Paris event, which includes 

a 4 p.m. Friendship Candle 
lighting ceremony at Prospect 
Bank and riding on a float in 
the illuminated parade. The 
students return to Chicago on 
Sunday.

“They love being in the pa-
rade,” said Dick.

Funding for the Interna-
tional Thanksgiving Fellow-
ship comes from the United 
Way, a city grant through the 
hotel/motel tourism tax and 
what Dick described as gen-
erous private donations. In 
an effort to cut costs this year, 
the committee has hired Ball 
Transportation to get the stu-
dents from and back to Chi-
cago on a school bus. In years 
past, a charter coach was used.

Dick said the experience is 
good for the students and the 

See HOSTS, Page 8A

MODERN CHRISTMAS CLASSIC COMES TO PARIS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Buddy the Elf, played by Mayo eighth grader Kalvin Rigdon, listens as Santa Claus, played by sixth grader Drew 
Templeton, explains how Buddy came to be at the North Pole, in Mayo Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.” The final 
performance of the musical is scheduled at 7 p.m. at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Tickets are available at the door.

Elf Jr. marks season
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mayo Middle School’s final per-
formance of the musical Elf Jr. will 
be presented at 7 p.m. today at the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Tickets for the musical are avail-
able only at the door, which opens at 
6 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$5 for children.

The musical, which lasts just over 
an hour, is based on the popular 
2003 Will Ferrell movie, which has 
become a holiday classic.

The musical centers on Buddy, 
played by Mayo eighth grader Kalvin 
Rigdon, who finds out he is a human 
adopted and raised by Santa's elves. 
Santa Claus, played by sixth grader 
Drew Templeton, explains this to 
Buddy, who then heads to New York 
City to spread Christmas cheer in 
a world of cynics and meet his bio-
logical father, Walter Hobbs, played 
by eighth grader Will Moody. When 
Buddy shows up at his father’s office, 
he’s escorted from the building and 
taken to the North Pole — at Macy’s 

Department Store.
The Macy’s manager, played by 

seventh grader Carter Fox, mistakes 
Buddy for one of his employees 
and assigns him to work with Jovie, 
played by seventh grader Carlee 

Longest. Buddy is immediately smit-
ten and asks her out on a date. Mean-
while, he is arrested for causing a 
near riot in the Macy’s store when he 
confronts the store’s Santa as a fake. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Buddy the Elf Kalvin Rigdon reacts to arriving in New York City in Mayo 
Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.” The final performance of the musical 
is scheduled at 7 p.m. at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Tickets are available 
at the door.

See ELF JR., Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The mowing season is over for 
Paris city employees. Among their 
many other tasks during this respite 
are putting the parks into winter 
mode by closing buildings, shutting 
off water and winterizing pipes to 
prevent freeze up.

While many of the parks are go-
ing into slow mode, activity is still 
strong at the West Lake as prepa-
rations for Holiday in the Park are 
starting.

“The tunnel frames are welded 
and painted but not put up,” said 
Chris Redman, the city superinten-
dent of streets, alleys and parks.

Redman discussed progress 
during the Paris Park Board meet-
ing Tuesday, Oct. 29. The lighted 
tunnel was a new addition for the 
2018 Holiday in the Park, and it 
proved a popular attraction with 
visitors. Park board members want-
ed to expand it for this year and 
the most cost effective way was for 
city workers to fabricate the arches, 
rather than buy them premade as 
was done last year.

According to Redman, the new 
addition should almost double the 
length of the tunnel visitors pass 
through as they exit the park onto 
Steidl Road. 

Other activity related to prepar-
ing for Holiday in the Park includes 
wrapping trees with lights and test-
ing lights. Businesses may start de-
livering their illuminated displays 
for set up the second weekend of 
November.

Something new this year is a Bee 
Well of Edgar County sponsored 
fun run Wednesday, Nov. 27, during 
the final testing of the lights before 
the attraction opens to the public 
Thanksgiving night. The fun run 
provides an opportunity for peo-
ple to jog, or walk, around the park 
drive while the lights are on, but 
before the heavy automobile traffic 
starts on the following nights. 

Anyone wanting to participate 
in the fun run should park at Laker 
Stadium and enter and exit through 

Parks 
preparing 
for winter

See PARKS, Page 8A

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Preparation for upcoming 
holidays and support for a 
new snack destination occu-
pied a brief meeting of the 
Paris City Council this past 
Monday.

The council also amended 
its contract with The Equity 
to furnish water to the in-
dustry, located at Horace five 
miles north of Paris. Con-
struction of a new water line 
from Paris, north along state 
Route 1 to the Horace-Broc-
ton Road and then west to 
Horace, is expected to start 
next year. It will also contin-

ue north to serve the city of 
Chrisman’s water system. A 
contract for this municipal 
customer has been signed by 
both the Paris and Chrisman 
city councils.

A $10,000 grant, recom-
mended by the Downtown 
Redevelopment District 
(TIF) for a new restaurant 
near the old Paris High School 
building, was approved. The 
sandwich and ice cream 
restaurant will be opened next 
year by Eno and Trish Vitale 
and is named the “The Fizz.” It 
will occupy two lots currently 
vacant on the southeast corner 
of Main and Crawford streets, 

just south of the former high 
school, and represents an in-
vestment of approximately 
$211,000 according to infor-
mation provided to the TIF 
advisory committee.

It is downtown parade and 
ceremony time. 

The council paved the way 
by directing that Main Street 
be closed by the Veterans’ Me-
morial on the east side of the 
square on Nov. 11 (Veterans 
Day). 

Main and Central between 
Elizabeth and Union streets 
will be closed from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 30 for the Chamber 
of Commerce’s illuminated 

parade closing out the day’s 
Christmas in Paris festivities. 

Also approved for clos-
ing was the south side of the 
square on Halloween evening 
for the Chamber’s “Scare On 
The Square” event unless the 
event was to relocate due to 
the weather.

The city owns the former 
vocational agriculture build-
ing on Central, south of Eve-
land gym, and the council 
approved replacement of the 
hot water heating pump by 
Ruyle for $3,700.  Fire Ap-
paratus Independent Repair 
was approved for the annual 
fire pump service test, costing 

$700. 
During December or Janu-

ary, Agricycle will undertake 
the grinding of brush piled 
at the Potts Lane landscape 
waste site for $26,900. Com-
missioner Jerry Branson said 
this will be reduced by $1,500 
if the city of Marshall decides 
to use Agricycle at the same 
time.

The next city council 
meeting was moved to 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12, due to 
the Veterans Day holiday on 
Nov. 11. An agenda-setting 
meeting is 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 6. Both are open to the 
public.

Paris City Council gets scoop on new ice cream, sandwich shop The Fizz



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 
2019.

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK
A free nature walk in Blackhawk 
Park is 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
2. Guide Joy Turner will point out 
some of the winter residents set-
tling into the park and some leaf 
color still showing as the season 
turns into late fall. Meet Turner in 
the parking lot for a walk lasting 
about an hour.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.  

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
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FREE YOGA AT MARSHALL LIBRARY NOV. 1-DEC. 15
Exercise is an important part of a healthy lifestyle. To pro-
mote the open enrollment period for Affordable Health Care 
insurance, Nov. 1 through Dec. 15, the Marshall Public Library 
is offering free yoga sessions for those 18 and older.  Certified 
yoga instructor Carrie Lutz is teaching the classes and space is 
limited so registration is required for each session. Registration 
is possible by calling the library, 217-826-2535,the Saturday 
preceding each session.  

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

44   29
Prec: 20%

51   37
Prec: 0%

56   39
Prec: 0%

52   32
Prec: 0%

49   30
Prec: 10%

43   27
Prec: 0%

41   26
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Slight chance of rain early. 
Otherwise, mostly cloudy and breezy with 
highs in the mid 40s.

SUNDAY — Another breezy day with highs 
reaching the lower 50s under partly sunny 
skies.

MONDAY — Partly sunny skies with closer 
to average highs in the mid 50s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:20 a.m. 5:48 p.m. 12:57 p.m. 10:36 p.m.

SATURDAY 6:21 a.m. 4:47 p.m. 12:42 p.m. 10:33 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:22 a.m. 4:46 p.m. 1:20 p.m. 11:32 p.m.

MONDAY 6:23 a.m. 4:45 p.m. 1:53 p.m. --.

TUESDAY 6:25 a.m. 4:44 p.m. 2:23 p.m. 12:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:26 a.m. 4:43 p.m. 2:49 p.m. 1:28 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:27 a.m. 4:42 p.m. 3:15 p.m. 2:26 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59°/39°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80° in 1899
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18° in 1951

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trace”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.25”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.66”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.79”

NORMAL:    High: 59   Low: 39     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Patti /Kim Stewart
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Kim 
Stewart
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the 

Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. All rights 
reserved. Reproduction in 
whole or in part without 
written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL
Altrusa International of Paris 
meets at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 5, 
at the Link Art Gallery. A special 
emphasis of the meeting is 
remembering veterans.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

DEMENTIA SERIES, PT. 1
Mary Liz Wright University of 
Illinois Extension Educator on Nu-
trition and Wellness will present 
Eating for Cognitive Health 6:30 
p.m. Nov. 7, at the Marshall Public 

Library. The program addresses 
how healthy eating can help to 
delay cognitive decline and give 
tips on how to make healthy cog-
nitive eating an everyday part of 
personal routines. This program 
is part of a four-part dementia 
series at the library. 

LUNCH AND LEARN AT HRC
Nov. 7 is the deadline to make a 
reservation to attend the next free 
Lunch and Learn at the Human 
Resources Center noon-1 p.m. Nov. 
12 in the Café France. The topic is 
Trauma Informed Parenting, and 
it is open to the public as well as 
health care professionals. A Con-
tinuing Education Unit is available 
for those who qualify. To make 
reservation or for more information 
contact Ellen Auten, 217-465-4118 
ext.1266 or ellen.auten@hrcec.org.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner is 
5-7 p.m. Nov. 7 in the post home. 
The $5 meal is lasagna, salad, 
garlic bread and drink. Dessert is 
available for an extra $1.

FRIDAY

CHRISTMAS KARAOKE
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post and First Neighbor 
Bank are cooperating to raise 
money for Christmas for Kids 
with Quick Silver Karaoke 6-8 
p.m. Nov. 8 at the VFW.

UPCOMING

BENEFIT RUMMAGE SALE
The Chester Sutton Community 
Center for Edgar County Seniors 
is doing a one-day rummage sale 
and bake sale 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 
9.  Lots of Christmas and fall dec-
orative items are expected along 
with antiques and vintage items 
and plenty of miscellaneous. No 
clothing is accepted for the sale. 
Proceeds benefit the center.

THANKSGIVING HOST SIGNUP
Local families are needed to serve 
as hosts for the Annual Thanks-
giving Fellowship and give foreign 
students attending the University 
of Chicago a look at American 
home life and the opportunity to 
experience the American Thanks-
giving holiday. Families interested 
in participating should call Nancy 
Hansel, 465-4688, prior to Nov. 12.

PROGRAM ON DESTROYERS
The Marshall Public Library is 
hosting a special Veterans Day 
program 6:30 p.m. Nov. 12. Bob 
Crocker’s program is “World War 
II Fletcher Class Destroyers: At 
War and Peace.” Crocker is a Viet-
nam era veteran who served on 
such a destroyer. The program is 
free but the library does request 
advance registration by calling 
217-826-2535. 

DEMENTIA SERIES, PT. 2
Nurse Practitioner Amy Ladd 
from Hospice of Wabash Valley is 
leading a discussion of “Advance 
Directives: What are they and who 
needs them?” 6:30 p.m. Nov. 14 at 
the Marshall Public Library. Ladd 
will explore topics like who should 
make decisions for a loved one in 
time of crisis, what is an advance 
directive, who should have one 
and the consequences of not 
having one. This program is the 
last of a four-part dementia series 
at the library.

BUILD A BEAR WORKSHOP
Friends of the Marshall Library are 
offering a Build-A-Bear workshop 
where children may create their 
very own stuffed animal. The 
event for children ages pre-school 
through fifth grade is 10:30 a.m.-3 
p.m. Dec. 7 with a workshop 
scheduled every 30 minutes 
during the day. In addition to 
making the stuffed toy, children 
will be treated to hot chocolate 
and a Christmas story. Space is 
limited and advance registration 
is required. The cost is $10 per 
child with a limit of one animal per 
child. Call the library at 217-826-
2535 for more information.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

SAVING MONEY. 
THAT’S SMART. 
When you choose a dental plan from 
Delta Dental of Illinois, you protect your smile 
and your budget. See our a ordable plan 
options today by visiting deltadentalil.me 
or call 833-301-GRIN (4746).

SAVING MONEY
THAT’S SMART
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Book by Thomas Meehan  and Bob Martin
Music by Matthew SklarLyrics by  Chad Beguelin

Based on the New L ine Cinema Film written by David Berenbaum

Tickets 
at the 
door!

Elf Jr. is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre 
International (MTI).  All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.

www.MTIShows.com

Mayo Middle
School presents Sat. Nov. 2

7 p.m. at the Paris Center of Fine Arts

Mayo Middle
School

$10 adults 

$5 children 
12 and under

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, November 9th    
5 - 7 p.m.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is 
provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

An Edgar County Jury de-
liberated about 45 minutes 
Wednesday, Oct. 30, and found 

Justin Hefner 
guilty of a 
Class 2 felony 
of false im-
personation 
of a peace 
officer while 
atte m p t i ng 
to commit a 

felony and a Class 4 felony of 
false impersonation of a peace 
officer.

The case arose from a Feb. 
17, 2018, incident when Hef-
ner appeared at the Edgar 
County Jail, armed and dressed 
in a bulletproof vest with a par-
tially obscured badge, claiming 
to be an agent from the Depart-
ment of Defense. He told dep-
uties he was in town to make an 
arrest and requested assistance 
in the task. 

It took almost all morning 
Tuesday, Oct. 29, to impanel 
a 12-member jury. In addi-
tion to the normal questions 
to determine if jurors had any 
prejudices for or against law 
enforcement, any knowledge 
of the defendant and if they 
understood the Constitutional 
guarantees that defendants are 
innocent until proven guilty 
and are not required to testify, 
public defender William Mc-
Grath also asked if any jurors 
believed in Bigfoot, aliens and 
UFOs, the Loch Ness Monster, 
the moon landing was a hoax, 
Obama’s birth certificate was a 
fake, the Earth is flat and global 
warming and climate change 
is false. One prospective juror 
indicated a belief in Bigfoot 
and another backed aliens and 
UFOs.

In the end, a jury of seven 
women and five men was se-
lected to hear the case.

Edgar County State’s Attor-
ney Mark Isaf called five wit-
nesses: Bradley Collier, Paris 
police officers Jacob Robinson 
and Roger Finley and deputy 
sheriffs Matt Smith and Dee 
Burgin. McGrath had only one 
witness, his client.

Robinson and Finley tes-
tified they were contacted by 
the Paris Police Department 
dispatch on Feb. 9, 2018, that 
Justin Hefner was at the po-
lice department requesting a 
welfare check on city resident 
Carrie Collier. 

“He was in full military gear,” 
said Robinson, describing Hef-
ner’s clothing as camouflaged 
shirt and pants with a partially 
obscured badge.

The defendant had a fold-
er and showed Robinson one 
sheet of paper that was headed 

Constitutional Wounded War-
rior and had Collier’s name and 
address printed on it.

Robinson drove to Collier’s 
home with Hefner following 
in a different vehicle and Finley 
met them at the location. 

According to Robinson, 
Bradley Collier answered the 
door and was reluctant to ad-
mit Hefner.

“Both of them became ag-
itated over access for the wel-
fare check,” said Robinson, 
adding Collier finally relented 
and both he and Hefner en-
tered the house for about five 
minutes and left.

Following the visit, Rob-
inson had more contact with 
Collier who remained con-
cerned about Hefner’s insis-
tence on the need for a welfare 
check. The officer called Hef-
ner later that evening to advise 
him the police would arrest 
him for trespass if he attempted 
another visit.  

Findley confirmed Robin-
son’s version of the events.

During testimony, Collier 
acknowledged knowing Hef-
ner.

“He is married to my wife’s 
high school friend. I hadn’t 
seen him for a year and was sur-
prised to see him at my front 
door,” Collier said. 

The witness said he admit-
ted Hefner after the police said 
it was OK to do so.

“After the visit, I contacted 
the sheriff’s department and 
the police department about 
why he came to my house,” 
said Collier, noting his wife has 
health issues. “I also got an or-
der of protection.”

Hefner was back in town 
Feb. 17 but this time he went 
to Edgar County Jail and iden-
tified himself as a Department 
of Defense agent investigating 
an FBI security breach and 
wanted assistance in arresting 
Bradley Collier, returning him 
to the Edgar County Jail and 
contacting Homeland Securi-
ty. Hefner claimed to have seen 
FBI documents on Collier’s 
Facebook page.

Smith and Burgin told the 
court they did not know Hef-
ner but they were aware of him 
from information shared by 
the police. They said the po-
lice department had posted an 
officer safety bulletin based on 
some of the writings on Hef-
ner’s Facebook page.

Hefner was again wear-
ing military style camouflage 
clothing and partially obscured 
badge so the only part visible 
was the word investigator. He 
was also wearing tactical body 
armor and a chest holster with 
what appeared to be a semiau-
tomatic pistol. That weapon 

later turned out to be a BB 
pistol, but an AR-15 equipped 
with a bump stock and maga-
zines of ammunition were re-
moved from his vehicle. 

The state’s most compelling 
evidence was the video and 
audio recording provided by 
Smith’s body camera and the 
recording system in the inter-
view room.

Hefner claimed multiple 
times a connection with the 
department of defense as ei-
ther a contractor or an agent 
with authority to investigate 
and vested with arrest powers.

When asked if he had ar-
rest powers in Illinois, Hefner 
replied his authority was na-
tionwide. He was not able to 
provide any official identifica-
tion from the department or 
the Pentagon and was unable 
to give officers the name of his 
supervisor or a phone number 
to confirm his story. The only 
identification Hefner present-
ed as official was a small leather 
case with a business card read-
ing Constitutional Wounded 
Warrior.

Hefner grew increasingly 
agitated at the delay in going 
to Collier’s home to make the 
arrest, and at one point yelling 
he outranked Burgin and the 
deputy was interfering with a 
federal investigation. 

“I’m military. You guys are 
getting in the way,” said Hefner 
on the tape.

At one point, Burgin left the 
room saying he was going to 
call the Pentagon for confirma-
tion, but returned almost im-
mediately with other officers.

Hefner rose to his feet in-
sisting, “You aren’t going to 
cuff me. I outrank you. If you 
cuff me, I’m going to have you 
all arrested.” As Burgin was se-
curing the cuffs, Hefner kept 
saying, “You are all going down 
for this.”

The testimony Hefner of-
fered from the witness stand 
was conflicting. Under ques-
tioning by McGrath, Hef-
ner said his Constitutional 
Wounded Warriors is a not-for-
profit business to help veterans 
and protect the country. 

“As combat veterans, we 
don’t like the Constitution be-
ing broken by civilians,” said 
Hefner.

He said the purpose in going 
to the jail was to obtain assis-
tance in investigating Collier 
and the FBI documents on 
the man’s Facebook page. He 
claimed to have previously re-
ported his concerns to the FBI 
but was rebuffed.

“I just wanted them (the 
deputies) to listen to me and 
figure out what to do,” said 
Hefner. “I have PTSD. I was 

Jury finds Hefner guilty
trying to bring the problem to 
their attention.”

He said at that point in the 
testimony he wanted to investi-
gate his concerns but it was up 
to the police to make an arrest.

Under cross-examination by 
Isaf, Hefner backtracked and 
admitted he wanted to arrest 
Collier and was equipped with 
both metal and zip tie hand-
cuffs for that purpose. Hefner 
made a brief allusion to the 
concept of citizen’s arrest for 
his authority. He later returned 
to the idea he was a duly au-
thorized representative of the 
department of defense but was 
not able to provide the name 
of a contact person or phone 
number.

After the jury returned the 
guilty verdict, Judge Steven 
Garst ordered a presentence 
investigation and set sentenc-
ing for Dec. 5. Hefner was re-
manded to the custody of the 
sheriff.

HEFNER

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Oct. 28 blood drive in 
Paris was a great success with 
67 units collected.

Volunteers for the event 
were Betty Ray, Debbie Wat-
ters, May Lou Wilson, Bruce 
Wilken, Sharon Wilken, Vicki 

Wilson and Nancy Engle-
bright.

Twin Lakes Rehabilitation 
Center provided the conces-
sion with pizza from Monical’s 
and orange drink from Mc-
Donald’s.

Members of the Lions Club 
helped unload and reload 

October blood drive collects 67 units
equipment needed by the Red 
Cross staff.

The next blood drive is Nov. 
25 at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall. Appointments may 
be made by calling 275-3434, 
but appointments are not re-
quired and walk-in donors are 
welcome. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – The Mar-
shall Public Library is doing 
a fine forgiveness program 
during November.

Anyone owing a fine for late 
books, DVDs, magazines, CDs, 

or audio tapes can get charges 
erased and have their library 
borrowing privileges restored 
by donating food at the library. 

Any lost library materials 
turned in will be converted to 
overdue fines, which may also 
be waived by donating food 

items.  
For each non-perishable 

food item donated, the library 
will forgive $5 in fines. All do-
nated food goes to the Marshall 
Ministerial Alliance. For more 
information, call the library at 
217/826-2535.   

Food for fines at Marshall Public Library
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465-6444
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Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration
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S. Craig Smith*
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Robert Morris
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Failing to follow her pro-
bation orders by racking up 
another felony drug convic-
tion has earned a Paris woman 
time in prison.

Brittany N. Harris, 28, Paris, 
appeared in custody of the Ed-
gar County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment for a sentencing hearing 
on a petition to revoke her 
probation for a Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. She 
was resentenced to two years 
in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections to run concur-
rently with her Coles County 
conviction on a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion, and she was ordered to 
pay all previous financial ob-
ligations. 

In another matter, Harris 
entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine. 
She was sentenced to three 
years in the IDOC to run con-
currently with the other two 
convictions with credit for 
seven days previously served, 
a $500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.

In exchange for the guilty 
plea, the state dismissed a 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance, a Class 4 
felony obstruction of justice, a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of a hypodermic syringe 
and a Class A misdemean-

or resisting a police officer 
charges. She was remanded to 
custody pending transport to 
IDOC. 

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench for the 
Oct. 21 and Oct. 24 crimi-
nal and traffic calls in Edgar 
County Circuit Court includ-
ed:    

IN CUSTODY
nWilliam J. Bicknell, 33, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. The public defender was 
appointed and a not guilty 
plea with a jury trial demand 
was entered. Bond was set at 
$4,000 and Bicknell’s bond 
conditions include he is to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim or the victim’s 
residence. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nErnest E. Board, 45, Rock 

Island, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
2 felony illegal possession of 
child photography by a sex 
offender and a Class 4 felony 
grooming. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nEthan R. Daniels, 40, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared 

Harris sentenced to prison for possession
in custody and admitted a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. He was 
granted a personal recogni-
zance bond and the matter 
was continued for a sentenc-
ing hearing. Daniels was re-
manded to custody pending 
release processing.
nSarah L. Hall, 31, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
released on a personal recog-
nizance bond. Her unresolved 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charge was continued for a 
pretrial conference. Hall was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nCharles O. Howard, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His request for a 
personal recognizance bond 
was denied. His unresolved 
two counts of a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, two counts of a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe and a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJoshua D. Means, 26, 

Metcalf, appeared in custody. 
A presentence investigation 
was ordered for his two counts 
of a Class 2 felony burglary 
convictions. A sentencing 
hearing was scheduled. In an-
other matter, his unresolved 
Class 4 felony criminal dam-
age to property and a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
Means was denied a personal 
recognizance bond and was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nKenneth W. Nicholson, 

40, Paris, appeared in custo-
dy. His motion to continue 
the preliminary hearing was 
granted. A new preliminary 
hearing date was scheduled 
for his Class 2 felony burglary, 
a Class 3 felony theft and a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine charges. 
Nicholson was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond. 

CHARGES
nJohn Thomas Bailey, 35, 

Terre Haute, Ind., was charged 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The case 
went to the public defender, 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nNicky Bocook, 55, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 

conduct charge. She told the 
court she will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel.
nTyresha L. Cox, 35, Dan-

ville, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nDerek V. Howard, 35, 

Brocton, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nBruce L. Hunt, 39, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nGeorge S. Potter, 31, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 2 
felony unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance and a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing.
nWolfgang R. Strohm, 22, 

Marshall, was charged and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of drugs. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nDavid A. Smith, 35, Paris, 

was charged and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class B  misdemeanor 
speeding. The public defend-
er was appointed. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nJustin L. Switzer, 25, Mar-

shall, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor obstruction 
of identification. The public 
defender was appointed and 
Switzer pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nChristy L. Tingley, 32, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke her condi-
tional discharge sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
conviction. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nShawn M. Wilguess, 21, 

Dennison, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and 
a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct. The public 
defender was appointed and 

the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nTerry D. Griffin, 39, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. He was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served with the remaining 28 
days subject to the court’s dis-
cretion, 18 months condition-
al discharge, a $200 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
He was ordered to have no 
contact with the apparent vic-
tim or the victim’s residence. 
nShameika R. Hughes, 32, 

Marshall, admitted a petition 
to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
conviction. The matter was 
continued for a sentencing 
hearing.
nTracy D. Lavanway, 50, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge. He was sentenced 
to three days in jail with cred-
it for three days previously 
served, one year of condi-
tional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. He was ordered to obtain 
counseling per an evaluation.
nGage M. Rager, 22, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding 
charge. He was sentenced to a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nJake J. Sudduth, 27, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea agreement to a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery and was sentenced to 20 
days in jail with credit for two 
days previously served with 
the remaining 16 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, one year of conditional 
discharge, 10 hours of com-
munity service work, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. He was also ordered 
to obtain counseling per an 
evaluation. In exchange for 
the guilty plea, the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemean-
or criminal damage to proper-
ty charge. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nFred Bradley Deweese, 

53, Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charges. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nRyan M. Fletcher, 33, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nJoseph J. Giallombardo, 

21, Oak Park, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
charge. He hired an attorney 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nJohn J. Hollingsworth, 49, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nMark D. Morris, 25, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony obstruction of jus-

tice, a Class A misdemeanor 
fleeing from a police officer 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nJeffery D. Wardle, 36, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol charges. He 
hired an attorney and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nRonnie L. West, 48, 

Hume, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct charge. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nJacob A. Gates, 18, Den-

nison, learned the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemean-
or illegal consumption of 
alcohol charge. The case was 
closed.
nHilary N. Peterson, 39, 

Paris, failed to appear in court. 
Her motion to continue was 
granted without objection. 
The two counts of a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol and 
a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing under the influence of an 
intoxicating compound were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nDustin M. Sly, 20, Mat-

toon, learned the state with-
drew a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor retail theft conviction. 
His conditional discharge was 
terminated and the case was 
closed.
nEthan A. Watson, 19, Par-

is, learned the state withdrew 
a petition to revoke his court 
supervision sentence for a 
Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing conviction. The state also 
withdrew a Class A misde-
meanor illegal consumption 
of alcohol by a minor charge. 
The case was closed.
nJoshua D. Willmoth, 18, 

Paris, learned the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemean-
or illegal consumption of alco-
hol by a minor charge, and the 
case was closed.
nBrittany N. Winter, 25, 

Danville, was resentenced on 
a petition to revoke her pro-
bation sentence for a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine conviction. The 
new sentence was 180 days 
in jail with credit for seven 
days previously served and 
the remaining time subject to 
the court’s discretion and two 
years of conditional discharge. 
She was ordered to pay all pre-
vious financial obligations. 

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Kenneth A. 
Arthur, 31, Marshall; Jacob 
A. Coe, 43, Terre Haute, Ind.; 
April L. Davis, 38, Paris; Seth 
B. Edwards, 30, Paris; Angela 
D. Eslinger, 37, Paris; Daniel 
L. Hires, 44, Casey; Stephanie 
L. Hovis, 32, Paris; Kristin D. 
Jewell, 38, Dugger, Ind.; and 
Vern A. Stone, 53, Shirkieville, 
Ind.

OBITUARIES

COURT

ROBERT WHITAKER
MARSHALL – Robert 

Whitaker, 87, of Marshall, 
passed away at 5:20 p.m., 

M o n d a y , 
Oct. 28, 
2019, at Mar-
shall Reha-
bilitation and 
Nursing. 

A service 
honoring his 
life is 1:30 
p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 3, at 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home, 

with Pastor Tim Duke offici-
ating. 

Military graveside rites ac-
company burial in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
11:30 a.m. until the service 
time Sunday at the funeral 
home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Clark County 
Post #90 of the American Le-
gion or to the Marshall Public 
Library.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

WHITAKER

WANDA LEWSADER
MARSHALL – Wanda R. 

Lewsader, 69, of Marshall, 
passed away at 11:05 p.m. Fri-

day, Oct. 25, 
2019. 

A private 
graveside ser-
vice is in the 
L i v i n g s to n 
C e m e t e r y, 
with Pastor 
Randy Mur-

phy officiating. Pearce Funer-
al Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LEWSADER

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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DARLENA WALLACE
MARSHALL – Darlena 

D. Wallace, 51, of Marshall, 
passed away at 10:03 p.m., 

Oct. 30, 
2019, at the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Hospice 
Center, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
her life is 

10 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 5, at 
Pearce Funeral Home. Burial 
is in the Marshall Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 4 to 8 p.m.  
Monday, Nov. 4, at the funeral 
home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

WALLACE

BONNIE  SAMFORD
Bonnie Arlene “Sarge” Sam-

ford, 88, of Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., passed away Monday, 

Oct. 28, 2019. 
She was a reg-
istered nurse.

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life is 10 
a.m. today, 
Nov. 2, at 
Te m p l e t o n 

Funeral Home, with Pastor 
Troy Warner officiating. Burial 
follows in Franklin Cemetery, 
near Chrisman. Visitation is 
from 9 a.m. until the service 
time today at the funeral home.

A memorial service in her 
honor is Nov. 10 at her church 
in Cherokee, Tenn.  

Ms. Samford was born in 
Paris, the daughter of the late 
Cloyd and Olive Bouslog Sam-
ford. 

She is survived by her sis-
ter, Norma (Harry) Shumate 
of Murfreesboro, Tenn.; her 
brother, Archie (Lizz) Samford 

of Tullahoma, Tenn.; sister-in-
law, Wanda Samford of Terre 
Haute, Ind.; and several nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Dale Samford 
and William Samford; two 
brothers-in-law, Max E. Pantle 
and Beuford Travis; and two 
sisters-in-law, Martha Samford 
and Juanita Samford.

Graduating from the Paris 
Hospital School of Nursing, 
she worked as an RN for more 
than 45 years. She worked for 
eight years at the state school 
for mentally challenged at Lin-
coln. Then went into Indian 
Health Service, working with 
the Indians in hospitals in Ar-
izona, Alaska, South Dakota, 
Montana, New Mexico and 
North Carolina. She worked 
with the Cherokee for 12 
years before retiring in 1995 in 
North Carolina. 

Before and after retirement 
Ms. Samford enjoyed doing 
volunteer work in schools, 
churches and the communi-

ty. She had many hobbies in-
cluding finding 4-leaf clovers 
(found several thousand each 
year); collecting memorabilia 
concerning bees; stamp and 
coin collecting; and traveling. 
When her health started to fail, 
she moved about five years ago 
to Murfreesboro, Tenn., to be 
near family.

Ms. Samford was honored 
by the Cherokee and Blackfoot 
Indians by being inducted into 
their tribes. She loved baking 
cookies for the DayCares and 
City Departments, and was ac-
tive at Psali Manor (the Cher-
okee Senior Center) when she 
wasn’t making her clothes. Her 
church and community were a 
very important part of her daily 
life.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Cherokee 
Penecostal Holiness Church, 
P.O. Box 733, Cherokee, NC 
28719.

Online condolences at at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

SAMFORD

SARAH PATTERSON
AIKEN, S.C. – Sarah “Sal-

ly” Tucker Patterson, 90, 
passed away Oct. 30, 2019, at 
her residence at The Hills at 
Cumberland Village in Aiken, 
S.C.

A funeral service is 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 7, at St. Thad-
deus Episcopal Church, with 
the Rev. Grant B. Wiseman 
officiating. Interment is in 
the St. Thaddeus Cemetery. 
The family will receive friends 
at a reception following the 
services at the Stevenson-Mc-
Clelland Building of St. Thad-
deus Episcopal Church. Posey 
Funeral Directors of North 
Augusta, S.C., is in charge of 
the arrangements.

A native of Chrisman, Mrs. 
Patterson was the daughter of 
the late Walter B. Tucker and 
Freda Henderson Tucker. She 
married C. Maurice Patter-
son, and he preceded her in 
death.

She is survived by her sis-
ter, Carolyn T. (Donald) Fo-
ley, of Paris; her stepdaughter, 
Jane Patterson (Emory) Le-
wallen of Wilmington, N.C.; 
six step-grandchildren; and 

LAWRENCE MCKINNEY
WESTFIELD – Lawrence 

Edward McKinney, 81, of 
Westfield, passed away Sat-

urday, Oct. 
26, 2019, at 
Casey Health 
Care Center.

A funer-
al service 
was 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, 
Oct. 30, at 

Westfield United Methodist 
Church. Burial was in Maple 
Hill Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
29, at the church. Pearce Fu-
neral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Lincolnland Hospice 
of Sarah Bush Lincoln Hospi-
tal or a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

MCKINNEY

ROBERT JOHNSTON
Robert A. Johnston, 71, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:34 
a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2019, 

at his resi-
dence.  

A memori-
al service and 
interment in 
Edgar Cem-
etery is at a 
later date. 
T e m p l e -
ton Funeral 
Home is in 
charge of ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans.

Additional information 
and online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

JOHNSTON

GENE EVINGER
Gene L. Evinger, 88, of 

Paris, passed away at 4:22 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, 2019, 

at Horizon 
Health Hos-
pital.

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
Masonic ser-
vices are 3:30 
p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 6, at 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home. 
M e m o r i a l 

visitation follows the Masonic 
service from 4 to 7 p.m. at the 
funeral home. 

Mr. Evinger was born Aug. 
28, 1931, at Paris, the son of 
the late John R. and Irene 
Lawson Evinger. He married 
Donna J. Hale Evinger Aug. 
27, 1954, at Paris, and she sur-
vives.  

Other survivors include two 
children, Pam (David) Ander-
son of Paris and Brian (Amy) 
Evinger of Paris; five grand-
children, Kimberly Anderson, 

Courtney (Charles) Mont-
gomery, Brian N. Evinger, 
Shelby (Matt) Sweitzer and 
Gregory Evinger; and five 
great-grandchildren, Ryan 
Perry, Lillian and Hunter 
Montgomery, Parker Sanders 
and Isabel Evinger.  

He was preceded in death 
by one sister, Betty Evinger 
Huffman.

Mr. Evinger was a graduate 
of Paris High School and was a 
sergeant and heavy equipment 
operator in the Combat Engi-
neers Division in the United 
States Army during the Kore-
an Conflict. He was a member 
of Vermilion United Method-
ist Church.

He was a farmer, and 
worked for the State of Illinois 
as an engineer in the Secretary 
of State’s Office. His past work 
experience included the U.S. 
Postal Service as a rural mail 
carrier, half-owner of Ag Oil 
Company in Paris, owner-op-
erator of Evinger Seed Clean-
ing Company in Vermilion 
and was manager of Paris Mar-
athon Service Station in Paris.  

Mr. Evinger’s political ex-
perience included being pres-
ident of Community School 
District 4 School Board for 
17 years. He was a National 
Delegate to the 1976 Repub-
lican Convention, a member 
of the Agricultural Advisory 
Committee for U.S. Senator 
Charles Percy, Stratton Town-
ship Auditor, Republican Par-
ty Chairman of Edgar Coun-
ty and Republican Precinct 
Committeeman.  

His memberships included: 
member and Past President 
of the Edgar County Shrine 
Club, Shriner’s Hospital Unit, 
Royal Order of Jesters, Strat-
ton Masonic Lodge # 408 AF 
& AM, Danville Consistory, 
Palestine Chapter and Com-
mandary, American Legion 
Post 211, and the Internation-
al Union of Operating Engi-
neers Local 399.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Shriner’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

EVINGER

LETHA AUGUSTUS
Letha Mae Augustus, 102, 

of Paris, passed away at 1:28 
p.m. EDT Friday, Nov. 1, 
2019, at the Gibson Fami-
ly Center for Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, Ind. Arrange-
ments are pending at Temple-
ton Funeral Home.

12 nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death 

by her stepson, Dr. Robert M. 
Patterson; her two brothers, 
Malcolm B. Tucker and Wal-
ter Tucker Jr.; and her sister, 
Cordelia T. Wishart.

Mrs. Patterson was a 1951 
graduate of Millikin Universi-
ty where she was a member of 
the Delta Delta Delta sorority. 
Following her college grad-
uation, she began her career 
with the E. I. duPont Com-
pany at its Dana, Indiana, 
plant and transferred to the 
Savannah River Plant in July 
1953, where she spent her 
career in the Health Physics 
Department until her retire-
ment in 1979.  Following her 
service at SRP, she became a 
realtor in Aiken and was well 
known in the community for 
her involvement in equestrian 
activities, including service to 
many area horse shows and 
as a volunteer for the Aiken 

Steeplechase Association.
Mrs. Patterson was a mem-

ber of St. Thaddeus Episcopal 
Church since her arrival in 
Aiken and was a former mem-
ber of the Board of Gover-
nors of the Green Boundary 
Club, where she was an active 
member and participant in 
the club’s croquet program.  
She also served on the board 
of The Friends of Hopelands 
and Rye Patch.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the St. Thaddeus 
Episcopal Church, 125 Pend-
leton Street, SW, Aiken, S.C. 
29801; the Hitchcock Woods 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1702, 
Aiken, S.C. 29802; or the Uni-
versity of South Carolina Ed-
ucational Foundation-Aiken 
Partnership, 471 University 
Parkway, Aiken, S.C. 29801 to 
benefit the Ruth Patrick Sci-
ence Education Center.

Online condolences at 
www.PoseyCares.com 

PATRICIA BAPP
Patricia Ann Bapp, 83, of 

Paris, passed away at 11:59 
a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 30, 

2019, at Re-
gional Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
She was a 
cook at Twin 
Lakes Re-
habilitation 
Center in 

Paris for 11 years.
Following cremation a 

memorial visitation is from 
4 to 7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 8, at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home.

Mrs. Bapp was born Jan. 
10, 1936, at Chrisman, the 
daughter of the late Harmon 
Lee and Helen Hill Yates. 
She married Donald Eugene 
Bapp July 31, 1954, and he 
preceded her in death. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Donna Koenig of Paris, 
Linda (Bob) Heath of Par-
is, Steven ( Janice) Bapp of 
Janesville and Darrell Bapp 
of Paris; brothers, Mike Low-
ry and Harold Lowry both of 
Paris, Conrad Yates and Ray 
Yates of Florida; her grand-
children, April ( Jeremy) 
Creech, Shane Higginboth-
am, Travis (Carrie) Higgin-
botham, Kimberly Ramey, 

Bobby Heath, Jennifer Bapp 
Watson, David ( Jessica) 
Bapp, Donny Bapp, Weston 
Bapp, Alisha Smith, Darrell 
Smith, Lisa Morris and Kara 
Henne; her great-grandchil-
dren, Kaylee Creech, Adam 
Creech, Aidan Creech, Au-
brie Creech, Devon Heath, 
Triston Heath, Zoey Ramey, 
Keagan Heath, Zadee Heath, 
Spencer Heath, Cora Hig-
ginbotham, Jayton Boling, 
Dylan Bapp, Nicholas Van-
diver, Trenton Richey, Rich-
lynn Rodgers, Jaxston Rod-
gers, Kyanna Irizarry, Ayden 
Irizarry, Ryan Morris, Amaya 
Morris, Max Morris and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her sons, Bobby Joe Bapp, 
Timothy Ray Bapp and Da-
vid Bapp Sr.; her brother 
Larry Lowry; and a sister, 
Norma Eveland.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

BAPP

REUSE
the news



Editor, The Prairie Press:
Each election cycle, platforms 

like the economy and unemploy-
ment rate are top of mind. Not 
only are these issues debated, 
they’re priorities. With the 2020 
election around the corner, we 
challenge voters to consider 
another topic that is often left out 
of the conversation: economic 
inclusion. 

The federal AbilityOne® 
Program connects professionals 
with disabilities to employment 
opportunities through a national 
network of nonprofit agencies 
like HRC. By providing train-
ing and support services, these 
jobs can lead to promotions 
and new career opportunities. 
Despite these efforts, people with 
differing abilities, ages 18-64, 
remain underemployed. In fact, 
over 70 percent are left out of 
the workforce altogether. Instead 
of economic inclusion we have 
economic exclusion. 

Old mindsets exist nearly 30 
years after the Americans with 
Disabilities Act was signed into 
law. All politicians can—and 
should—step up to change a 
lingering civil rights issue.  

Businesses can make accom-
modations, like assistive tech-
nology, available to workers who 
need them. By equalizing the 
workplace, there is no reason why 

an individual with a disability 
cannot have as successful a career 
as someone without a disability.

Join us in raising our voices 
to elevate economic inclusion 
as a platform in 2020. Ask the 
candidates where they stand and 
to be vigilant of legislation and 
programs that help to create and 
sustain employment for profes-
sionals with disabilities. Working 
together, we can build an inclu-
sion economy and reduce the 
unemployment rate for people 
with disabilities across America 
– an economy where everyone is 
welcomed, valued and respected.

Jonathan Burns
Executive Director, Human Resources 

Center of Edgar and Clark Counties

Vince Loose
President, SourceAmerica

The DMV gets a bad rap, 
but the people are good

Editor, The Prairie Press
Recently I received a letter 

from Springfield notifying me 
that I needed to update my license 
as it was going to expire. 

I knew that the senior citizens 
center on West Court Street 
offered Rules of the Road classes 
quarterly, so I went there. Book-

lets and Rules of the road books 
were passed out and studied. The 
presenter gave us some clues as to 
how we’d either pass or immedi-
ately fail.

One of the most important 
pieces of advice concerned 
leaving the parking lot on the test 
drive. When leaving the facility 
come to a complete stop before 
crossing the sidewalk, look both 
directions, use a turn signal and 
then enter the street. 

This last Wednesday, after 
checking my calendar, I decided I 
was as ready as I’d ever be, and the 
day was clear. I gathered all of the 
documentation I thought I need-
ed, including proof of insurance 
and arrived at the DMV about 
9:15. I’d only been there before 
when I needed a sticker for my 
license plate so I was unfamiliar 
with the routine.

I drew #8 so I thought I was in 
good shape. The first sign (one 
of many) I noticed was “No foul 
language allowed” was a warning. 
At the end of the day, I wasn’t sure 
whether it was for the public or 
staff. I sat down and waited.

The facility was staffed by three 
ladies, two of whom I knew. They 
were all extremely professional. 

When my number was called, 
I turned over my paperwork and 
was informed I needed another 
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Christmas shopping at local businesses is a boon to the whole community
As we move past Halloween and 

forward to Thanksgiving, Christmas 
shopping will begin in earnest for 
many families in East Central Illinois.

It’s no accident, then, that this year’s 
Christmas in Paris celebration on 
Saturday, Nov. 30, also falls on Small 
Business Saturday, which calls atten-
tion to the importance of shopping at 
the small businesses that serve as the 
backbone of the American economy 
and our local communities.

Each year, Christmas in Paris 
draws crowds to our local businesses 
with great deals on unique products 
and services, events that encourage 
shopping locally and unique experi-
ences that introduces all to commonly 
valued neighbors. 

Small Business Saturday aids small 
businesses by drawing attention to 
their importance in our economy. It 
also helps customers who want access 
to unique products and experiences 
in their community and local econo-
mies that benefit from successful small 
businesses. 

Advertisers are vital to this news-
paper. But they also are essential to 
the health and quality of life of our 
community. Buying locally and from 
national retailers with a presence here, 
supports local jobs and the tax dollars 
those workers and their employers 
generate.

For our larger retailers, the holiday 
season is especially important since 
their success starting on Black Friday 
can make or break their year. And un-
like Internet-only transactions, shop-
ping at stores here in Edgar County 
supports the home community.

The impact of local shopping dollars 
on our Edgar County community 
and the small- and medium-sized 
businesses that call it home is dra-
matic. Studies show when consumers 
buy locally, $68 of every $100 spent 
remains in the community, compared 
to $43 of every $100 for non-locally 
owned business. That’s one of the 
reasons we are cheering for shopping 
small throughout the holiday season 
and during Christmas in Paris.

Isn’t it time to join those who have 
discovered the great things local re-
tailers have to offer? Shopping locally 
makes our community stronger and 
more vibrant.

We’re not asking readers to go cold 
turkey on cybershopping. But if one 
joins the masses who shop online, it 
doesn’t preclude supporting the stores 
in our community. There really is a 

place for all these retail assets in our 
holiday shopping experience.

For those who want to make a big 
impact here at home, make a point to 
include the job-growing local busi-
nesses owned by friends and neigh-
bors who use local resources, employ 
local people and pay local taxes. When 
they thrive, it reduces the property tax 
burden on the rest of us.

That doesn’t happen with online 
shopping. Those online-only com-
panies don’t pay local sales tax, give 
to local charities or sponsor Honor 
Flights for our heroes.

Besides, small is fun. These are the 
places stocked with one-of-a-kind 
finds. They offer personal service ev-
ery day — as well as special deals and 
promotions to give shoppers a taste of 
what they’ve been missing.

We warn shop-small newbies, how-
ever, that it can become habit-forming. 
Small Business Saturday shoppers reg-
ularly tell pollsters the event inspires 
them to go to small, independently 
owned retailers they have not been to 
before — or would not have other-
wise tried.

Give a gift to self and the com-
munity. Support the local retailers, 
restaurants and services supporting 
our friends and neighbors and local 
jobs, governments, schools, events 
and charities.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

‘Shop small’ a big deal

Pritzker 
marketing 
“Fair Tax” 
on the side 

Focus on economic inclusion this election
YOUR VIEW
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Current must win at all costs campaign-
ing — where big money and trashing one’s 
opponent in a close race seem de rigueur — 

may be at the heart of what 
ails American politics. There 
are other reasons, and good 
ones, to run, even if the can-
didate doesn’t expect to win.

Of course, candidates 
want to win, and believe they 
should. Indeed, once in a 
race, even a long-shot bid, 
candidates almost necessarily 
develop a mindset that they 
can and will win. It’s part of 
our DNA.

But why go to the trouble of running if one 
has only a long shot at winning? Let me count 
the ways:

One: Have your say in front of a big au-
dience, and maybe start a conversation. My 
friend and retired pharmacist, Charles Owens 
of Henry, is a dear fellow. 

In 2002, Charles ran for the Republican 
nomination for lieutenant governor of our 
state. He filed the appropriate petitions and 
appeared on the ballot. 

Charles and everyone in the party knew he 
had zippo chance of winning. Charles trav-
eled the state to participate in the traditional 
candidates’ meetings and rallies. At these 
gatherings, each candidate who qualifies for 
the ballot is on the stage and offers three-to-
five minutes to say his piece.

A good Catholic, Charles devoted his brief 
remarks to social issues, including the plight 
of the homeless, a subject rarely if ever on the 
radar screen of the GOP.

The audiences politely applauded Charles, 
as they did everyone else on the stage — and 
they heard about how Charles would help 

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

Gov. J.B. Pritzker has 
lately won plaudits from 
even some conservative 
opin-
ion-mak-
ers for 
making 
the right 
moves on 
corrup-
tion. 
But I am 
going to 
regis-
ter an 
objection 
in a bit.

When Senate President 
John Cullerton dithered 
about what to do with 
Sen. Martin Sandoval 
(D-Chicago) after the 
powerful Transportation 
Committee’s Statehouse 
and district offices and 
house were raided by 
federal agents, Pritzker 
called on Sandoval to 
quit the chairmanship or 
be removed.

“Let me be clear,” 
Pritzker said, “While 
Sen. Sandoval is under 
investigation, it’s in the 
best interest of the state 
that he no longer serve as 
chairman of the Trans-
portation Committee. If 
he doesn’t step aside, he 
should be removed.”

When the Senate Dem-
ocrats finally released an 
unredacted version of 
the Sandoval Statehouse 
search warrant and Cesar 
Santoy’s name was on it, 
Pritzker quickly pulled 
Santoy’s nomination to 
the Illinois Toll Highway 
Authority, saying he 
wanted to, “make sure 
no cloud is carried over 
to any work done by the 
tollway.”

After word got 
out the City Club of 
Chicago’s office was 
raided and that its 
longtime president, Jay 

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A

The Senate Republican Caucus took action 
this week to restore public trust in an honest 
and ethical state government by introducing a 

legislative proposal to ensure 
independent investigations 
of members of the General 
Assembly.

Currently, except in cases 
alleging sexual harassment, 
the Legislative Inspector 
General (LIG) must get 
advance approval from the 
Legislative Ethics Commis-
sion (LEC) before opening 
an investigation into allega-
tions against a member of the 

General Assembly, or issuing subpoenas. If, 
during the investigation, the LIG discovers 
wrongdoing that is beyond the scope of, or 
unrelated to the initial complaint, they have 
to go back to the LEC to get approval to 
investigate further.

What we have is a system, which creates 
the potential for wrongdoers to be protected 
and legitimate investigations to be prevented, 
perpetuating this unchecked culture of unac-
countable and irresponsible governance. 

Under Senate Bill 2297, the LIG would be 
able to investigate complaints against legis-
lators and issue subpoenas without approval 
from the LEC. By taking politicians out of the 
equation, the Legislative Inspector General 
will have the independence necessary to do 
his or her job.

This reform shouldn’t be seen as the end 
of the road, but instead as the beginning of a 
more comprehensive conversation. However, 
while that conversation takes place, Senate 
Bill 2297 is a simple, effective reform that 
should garner broad, bipartisan support.

When the fall veto session continues on 
Nov. 12, Senate Republican lawmakers are 
hopeful that legislators will come together to 
pass this legislation and then begin a more 
extensive conversation about what else can 
be done to restore honesty and integrity to 
Springfield.

(Senator Dale Righter (R-Mattoon) rep-
resents the 55th District in the Illinois Senate. 
Part of his district includes Kansas and Grand-
view townships in Edgar County.)

Republicans 
endorse 
independent 
investigations of 
ethics violations

DALE
RIGHTER
SENATE WEEK 
IN REVIEW

See NOWLAN, Page 7A

See LETTERS, Page 7A
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those among us who are 
struggling.  

Maybe a few even 
learned something, 
and were moved to act 
somehow. Who knows? 
After all, 70,000 voted for 
Charles (3.6 percent of the 
total). The quiet, reserved 
Charles had a ball, enjoyed 
meeting hundreds of peo-
ple, and marveled at our 
big, tall state. He spent but 
gas money on his cam-
paign. Recalling his bid, 
Charles told me recently, “I 
was a winner.”

Two: Make a really big 
difference.  Eugene V. Debs 
ran for president of the 
U.S. five times on the So-
cialist Party ticket between 
1900 and 1920, the last 
time from prison, incarcer-
ated in 1918 for opposing 
American participation in 
World War I. 

A labor union creator 
and leader, Debs never re-
ceived more than 6 percent 
of the vote, yet everyone 
came to know Debs, love 
him or hate him. Among 
the issues he plumped 
for when in the national 
spotlight, all the while 
wagging his fist defiantly 
in the air: Social Security 
and employer health care 
coverage. ’Nuf said.

Three: Spoil the 
outcome for another 
candidate. I am not rec-
ommending this one, as 

proof of residence so I headed 
home and about 15 minutes 
later I returned with a two-
day old paid utility bill, took 
#17 at sat down and sat and 
sat.

I like to people watch and 
was impressed with all there. 
The lady I sat next to had her 
dog at the groomer and had 
called ahead to the DMV 
about a time frame for her 
wait and was told to allow 
two to two-and-a-half hours. 
She ended up replacing her 
number and leaving.

One man made two trips 

home for more paperwork 
and others in the process had 
their pictures taken and their 
vision tested. One young man 
had to take the written test 
and as he got up he dropped 
a piece of paper. Three people 
called out to him so he got it 
back.

Then it was lunchtime for 
the staff and they rotated out 
one at a time. Keep in mind 
the phone was ringing and 
one lady got to switch toilet 
paper rolls and mop up some-
one’s accident. 

The room cleared out and 
I was afraid I’d doze off. I’d 
already had my vision test, my 
picture taken and my docu-

ments scanned ready to send 
electronically to Springfield – 
so I was ready to drive.

The driving test resumed 
and I was third and got the 
lady I didn’t know. She started 
her routine – “go out first and 
get in your car.” She checked 
the lights, turn signals and my 
insurance papers and got in (a 
very narrow parking spot).

The only thing I said to 
her was that there was not 
enough money in the world 
to get me to do her job and 
thanked her.

We took off. I entered the 
street as described above, 
making sure to use signals, etc. 
etc. and passed the test. Now 

I have my temporary paper 
license and will wait for the 
official one from Springfield. 

As I said earlier, no one got 
impatient or foul mouthed 
and the staff was very profes-
sional. On a humorous note, 
the only person who used the 
mirror next to the photo area 
was a beautiful young woman 
who didn’t need to primp.

Four hours, I got home 
about 1:30, put all of my 
papers away, ate lunch and 
took a nap.

P.S. Don’t drink a lot of 
coffee.

Janet E. Doris
Paris

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

Doherty, was reported to be 
under federal investigation, 
Pritzker ordered people in 
his administration to cancel 
their speeches to the group. 
Just about everybody who 
is anybody has spoken 
at City Club events, 
including presidential 
candidate Donald Trump 
(and even me, once a year 
for several years around 
Christmastime).

“While questions remain 
about the City Club’s 
involvement in the ongoing 
federal investigation, the 
administration is recom-
mending state agencies 
pursue alternative forums to 
communicate with the pub-
lic,” Pritzker’s communica-
tions director Emily Bittner 
said, according to Crain’s 
Chicago Business.

Pritzker decreed ear-
ly on that no bill would 
move during the fall veto 
session which benefits 
Exelon and ComEd, which 
have received two federal 
subpoenas, one relating 
to Sandoval and the other 
relating to their lobbying 
activities. Doherty, by the 
way, is a ComEd lobbyist. 
That stance has caused Pritz-
ker to take some heat from 
environmental activists, 
who have been pushing a 
clean energy bill that would 
benefit Exelon’s nuclear 
power plants, but the gover-
nor would not budge.

Pritzker, the Champaign 
News-Gazette recently edi-
torialized, has, “made it clear 
that anyone who is compro-
mised for whatever reason 
will be shunted aside at least 
until clouds of impropriety 
have dissipated.”

We don’t see much pos-
itive stuff published about 
liberal Democratic gover-
nors in that paper’s editorial 
page, but the editorial board 
appears to be impressed. 
So, I was a little surprised to 
read this headline from the 
governor’s press office last 
week about the Governor’s 
Office of Management and 
Budget: “GOMB Releases 
Five-Year Forecast Showing 
Significant Long-Term Chal-
lenges Without Fair Tax.”

As you know, the gover-
nor was able to convince 
the legislature to put a 
constitutional amendment 
on the ballot next year to 
enact a graduated income 
tax, which he markets as the 
“Fair Tax.”

When asked, the gover-
nor’s office insisted the press 
release was within the law, 
even though it can be read 
as a taxpayer-funded entity 
openly favoring a question 
that is in front of voters, 
which could be seen as a 
no-no.

State law defines a cam-
paign contribution as, “a 
gift, subscription, donation, 
dues, loan, advance, deposit 
of money, or anything of 
value, knowingly received 
in connection with the 

nomination for election, 
election, or retention of any 
candidate or person to or in 
public office or in connec-
tion with any question of 
public policy.” A question 
of public policy is later 
explained as a question to 
be submitted to the voters 
or electors.  And anything 
of value is defined as any 
item, thing, service, or good, 
regardless of whether it may 
be valued in monetary terms 
according to ascertainable 
market value.

The governor obviously 
cannot issue a state govern-
ment press release saying: 
“GOMB Releases Five-Year 
Forecast Showing Signifi-
cant Long-Term Challenges 
Without Sen. Harriet Jones” 
before her reelection. And 
school boards get in trouble 
on the regular for using tax-
payer resources to promote 
property tax referendums.

The governor’s office 
indicates that since they’re 
not coming right out and 
saying “Vote for the Fair Tax” 
they’re within the law.

Meh.
Pritzker shouldn’t be 

openly campaigning on 
behalf of a ballot issue on 
state time, even if it has been 
blessed by his highly capable 
lawyers. It can be both legal 
and unseemly, after all.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)  

MILLER
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one might get what one didn’t 
wish for, to wit:

In 1912, the irrepressible 
former Republican President 
Teddy Roosevelt ran for his 
old office atop the Progressive 
(Bull Moose) Party. He split 
the vote with GOP standard 
bearer, and his former vice 
president, William Howard 
Taft. Roosevelt’s candidacy 
thrust Woodrow Wilson into 
an office that Republicans 
would clearly have won in 
a head-to-head race, sans 
Teddy.

Four: Prepare for a win 
next time. At age 24, way back 
in 1966, I ran for the Illinois 
House. (By the way, I was 
way too young, knew next to 
nothing. But, hey, Stephen 
A. Douglas was elected to 
the state House at age 21; 
of course, fellows grew up 
faster on the Illinois frontier.) 
I came in a close third in a 
six-way race for the two GOP 
nomination slots. (Illinois 
had multiple member dis-
tricts back then.)

In raising and spending 
$4,000 (about $30,000 in 
today’s dollars), I learned 

the ropes of campaigning. I 
came to know all the party 
leaders in the five-county 
rural district, honed my 
stump speech skills, built my 
network of future supporters, 
and learned what works and 
what doesn’t. For example, 
always insist on seeing a proof 
of your advertising before it 
runs. I used a line-drawing 
headshot of my mug for 
costly billboards. Somehow 
the artist or printer left off my 
nose. Unusual billboard but, 
hey, people sure slowed down 
as they drove by, gandering at 
my boards.

So, two years later when a 
House seat opened up, I was 
way ahead of my newcomer 
opponents, and I won.

We need more amateur 
candidates in our democratic 
process. And if at first you 
don’t succeed, 

(For many years, Jim 
Nowlan was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and published a weekly newspa-
per in central Illinois.)



8A |  SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netNEWS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Prospect Bank

MUSICIAN OF 
THE MONTH

Honoring outstanding Paris High School seniors who
participate in instrumental or vocal music or drama.

Jared Bowers
October 2019 Musician of the Month

Pictured from left are: Father of Recipient Shawn Bowers, Senior Vice President & Cashier, Prospect Bank 
Carol Hughes; Award Recipient, Jared Bowers, Mother of Recipient, Jennifer Bowers; Director of Bands, 
Paris High School, Dr. Kevin Pruiett; Assistant Director of Bands and Choir Director, Paris High School, 

Jessica Hendrickson 

Jared, son of Shawn Bowers & Jennifer Bowers, has earned the Musician of the Month 
award sponsored by Prospect Bank. Jared has as 4.2 GPA.  His music activities include 
Beacon Brigade, Marching Tigers, Jazz Band, Pit Orchestra, Concert Band, District 5 
Concert Band & Paris City Band. He is also a member of the Spanish Club, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and the Paris High School Basketball Team.  He also is proud to 
play Taps for community Memorial Day & Veteran’s Day ceremonies as well as the Paris 
Healthcare 9/11 Service. .

The officers and staff of Prospect Bank understand the discipline and commitment of 
excellence required of our outstanding senior musicians.  We are proud to honor this 

outstanding PCHS student for working to be the best!

Member FDIC

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

President Donald Trump’s 
Oct. 27 announcement that 
an American military assault 
led to the death of Islamic State 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
has special meaning in Paris.

The military raid deep in 
Syrian territory was code 
named for the late Kayla 
Mueller, one of al-Baghdadi’s 
victims. Mueller’s mother, 
Marsha Mueller, is a Paris 
native and graduate of Paris 
High School.

Kayla Mueller was an inter-
national aid worker who was 
in Turkey during the early un-
rest of the Syrian civil war that 
helped thrust the terrorist Is-

lamic State into prominence. 
She and another aid worker 
crossed the Turkish-Syrian 
border in 2013 to visit a hos-
pital within Syria and were 
captured by Islamic State 
members. The Islamic State 
terrorist organization is also 
know by the initials of IS and 
ISIS.

The young woman was held 
captive for 18 months before 
her death was confirmed in 
early 2015. IS claims she died 
during a Jordanian airstrike on 
an IS compound. In addition 
to holding Mueller captive, 
al-Baghdadi is known to have 
raped her.

Kayla Mueller’s body was 
not recovered and that is a 

painful point for her parents 
who spoke to the Arizona 
Republic following the an-
nouncement of al-Baghdadi’s 
death.

“I still want to know, 
‘Where is Kayla?’ and what 
truly happened to her and 
what aren’t we being told,” 
Marsha Mueller told the Re-
public. “Someone knows, and 
I’m praying with all my heart 
that someone in this world 
will bring us those answers.”

During the interview, Carl 
and Marsha Mueller ex-
pressed gratitude for what 
the American Special Forces 
did to bring justice for their 
daughter, and they were re-
lieved no members of the at-

Death of al-Baghdadi is welcomed in Paris
tack team were injured.

According to reports, 
al-Baghdadi fled with three 
of his children into a dead 
end tunnel after the assault 
started and detonated a sui-
cide vest as the troops were 
closing on his position.

A portable DNA test 
confirmed the identity of 
the remains. As with the 
killing of Osama bin Lad-
en, American troops re-
moved the terrorist leader’s 
remains and buried them at 
sea.

“He was a sick and de-
praved man, and now he’s 
gone,” Trump said in an-
nouncing al-Baghdadi’s 
death.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Despite the fact the warm 
summer weather and car show 
season have passed, car show 
enthusiast Bradley Totten saw 
the need to host one more 
event to help a local woman 
battling bone cancer.

“It’s late in the season and 
I thought we were finished 
with shows but then a friend 
shared a gofundme.com page 
for Jessica Hart Blair,” said 
organizer Totten adding, “I 
couldn’t continue to scroll 
down...I contacted my friend 
and said we would really like 
to do something to help her.”

Totten, his wife Amanda, 
along with Monical’s Pizza 
and Seated Not Defeated or-

ganized and are hosting the 
Jessica’s Journey Car Show, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. today, Nov. 2, at 
Monical’s Pizza. 

Hot Rods on a Cool Day 
for Cancer begins at 11 a.m. 
with registration until 1 p.m. 
The entry fee is $10 and dash 
plaques will be presented to 
the show participants. Tro-
phies for the top 20 entries are 
presented at 3 p.m. In addi-
tion, there are two special tro-
phies – the top of show trophy 
and Jessica’s choice trophy. 

In an effort to earn money 
for Blair, the show organizers 
have planned other money 
generating ideas to accompa-
ny the car show.

A 50/50 drawing is 
planned. Tickets are 6 for 
$5 tickets or $10 for an arms 
length of tickets and $20 for 
an automobile length of tick-
ets. 

A silent auction is planned 

with more than 30 individu-
als, organizations and busi-
nesses donating specialty 
items to be sold to the highest 
bidder. Silent auction items 
include service and oil change 
gift cards, jewelry, food and 
gas gift certificates, home-
made decor, essential oils, 
movie tickets, popcorn and 
other specialty items.

The Kansas 4-H group is 
doing a free-will bake sale and 
also serving water, coffee and 
hot chocolate. Photographer 
Shelly Gardner is taking pho-
tos of the car show entries and 
creating keepsake prints that 
read “Jessica’s Journey Car 
Show” for $20, which will be 
donated to the Blair family.

In addition, door prizes will 
also be presented throughout 
the day to the show entrants. 

“A lot of people are being 
very generous to make the 
show a success,” Totten said. 

host families, and creates a pos-
itive image for the city.

“Last year we had a young 
woman from Peru whose aunt 
participated in a previous 
Thanksgiving Fellowship,” 

said Dick. “She said her aunt 
told her if she had the oppor-
tunity to visit Paris with the 
program to do it.”

The fellowship needs host 
families and anyone wanting 
to do so should call Nancy 
Hansel at 465-4688 by Nov. 
12.

HOSTS
FROM PAGE 

the lighted tunnel. 
Board member Brenda 

Martin asked about the sta-
tus of the in-ground lights at 
Schwartz Park. She said it ap-
pears some of them have been 
pulled from the ground.

Redman confirmed van-
dals have damaged some of 
the lights to such an extent 
the power is shut off to all of 
the lights to prevent an acci-
dental shock.

Board members suggested 
Redman consider taking all of 
the lights out since they don’t 
work as a way of avoiding 
more vandalism.

Schwartz Park isn’t the only 
facility to suffer damage at the 
hands of miscreants. Redman 
said somebody has carved 
obscenities into one of the 
footbridges and some trees at 
Blackhawk Park. 

There was some positive 
news about Blackhawk. Red-
man is talking with local Boy 
Scouts interested in rebuild-
ing a collapsed footbridge in 
the park as an Eagle project.

In final action, the board 
members changed the No-
vember meeting date to 5 
p.m. Nov. 19. That is a week 
earlier than the normal sched-
ule and gets the meeting away 
from the busy Thanksgiving 
week. 

PARKS
FROM PAGE 1A

Faced with the harsh reality 
that his father is on the naugh-
ty list and that his half-brother 
doesn’t even believe in Santa, 
Buddy is determined to win 
over his new family and help 
New York remember the true 
meaning of Christmas.

The musical features 10 
original songs which capture 
Buddy’s wonder, happiness 
and awe of everything around 
him. Music includes “Happy 
All the Time,” featuring Santa’s 
elves; “A Christmas Song,” “I’ll 
Believe in You” as well as “Nev-
er Fall in Love with an Elf.”

Eighth graders who are   par-
ticipating in their final perfor-
mance include Mary Booher 
Combs, Kya Bradford, Bren-
nan Hemrich, Olivia Keys, Sa-
mantha Milam, Will Moody, 
Kalvin Rigdon, Anna Shirley, 
Kendel Whitehead and Au-
brey Wilson.

The musical is directed by 
Nancy Zeman, assisted by 
Tobi Sanders. Peg Dixon is the 
music director. Lighting and 

technical design for “Elf Jr.” 
is by Alex Elmore. Eric Hen-
drickson is in charge of sound. 

Other middle school stu-
dents with a speaking and/or 
singing part include Ava Bar-
rett and Kya Bradford. Elves 
are: Logan Curl, Charlie the 
Elf; Ian Theirl, Sam/Matthew; 
Olivia Keys, Deb;  Charlie 
Ford and Nick Johnson, securi-
ty guards/policemen; Saman-
tha Milam, Macy’s saleswom-
an/Sarah; Carter Fox, Macy’s 
manager; Noah Dundas, fake 
Santa; Landon Nugent, Mr. 
Greenway; Eli Brinkerhoff, 
Chadwick; Aubrey Wilson, 
Charlotte Dennon; Abby 
Sanders and Kya Bradford, by-
standers; Garrett Rigdon, Ian 
Theirl, Olivia Keys, Anna Shir-
ley, finale soloists.

Ensemble members include 
Taylor Shewey, Garret Rig-
don, David Hawkins, Harrison 
Hays, Hellie and Tess Barrett, 
Parker Mae Craig, Madelyn 
Frank, Madi Grace Slaven and 
Sophie Young, elves; Jennell 
Macke, Mackenzie Ball, Kenzy 
Tibbs and Kendel Whitehead, 
ensemble.

ELF JR.
FROM PAGE 1A

Jessica’s Journey Car Show fundraiser is today
Benefit will support 
local mom’s bone 
cancer battle

“People are interested be-
cause they know Jessica 
and want to help. The entire 
community is doing great 
by stepping up to help.”

A Paris native, Blair was 
diagnosed with stage 4 
multiple myeloma, a type 
of bone cancer, at the be-
ginning of September. She 
is a certified nursing assis-
tant at Twin Lakes Reha-
bilitation and Health Care 
Center and is married to 
B.J. Blair. The couple has 
three children Briar, 15; Eli, 
10; and Baine, 6. 

Blair’s sister, Jamie Hart 
Wheeler, organized the go-
fundme page to assist with 
medical, illness and healing 
costs to help in the fight 
against the stage 4 cancer. 

To donate to the cause 
htt p s : / / w w w.go f u n d-
me.com/f/jessica-hart-
blair039s-mm-fight.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Snow falls around Santa’s elves, from left, Sophie Young, Kenzy 
Tibbs and Gwen Brinkerhoff celebrating the renewing of Christ-
mas spirit in Mayo Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.” The 
final performance of the musical is scheduled at 7 p.m. at the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts. Tickets are available at the door.SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Shiloh school dis-
trict has released its first quar-
ter honor rolls.

Third grade: high honors – 
Avery Bowyer, Callie Duzan, 
Kolten Key, Cheyenne Nich-
ols, Gavin Richards, Claire 
Tharp, Adylynn Tyler; honors 
– Peyton Duzan, Maeleigh 
Prouse, Collin Tharp and 
Charley Wilson.

Fourth grade: high honors 
– Sawyer Anderson, Seth An-
derson, Haylee Buckler, Da-
kovanie Donithan, Corinne 
Heintz and Wyatt McClain; 
honors – Lucas Adams, Ga-
briela Beaty, Kalvin Budd, 

Jeremiah Elliott, Avery Grise, 
Wesley Harbaugh, Kayden 
Johnson, Kaylynn Key, Jerry 
Knifely, Jason McCoy, Hai-
ley Queen, Chase Rhode, 
Kayden Riley, Ella Sallee, Kay-
dance Shear, Brayton St. Clair 
and Devin Wright.

Fifth grade: high honors – 
Wyatt Ash, Alison Cash, Ahl-
yssa Garwood, Tayler Rardin, 
Taylor Williams, Judd Wolfe 
and Addison Wright; honors 
– Ella Bennett, Grady Hillyer, 
Eyan Keys and Payton Scott.

Sixth grade: all A’s – Ken-
nedy Brown, Adysen Colvin 
and Brooklyn Tharp; hon-
ors – Gracie Baugh, Reegan 
Boothe, Katie Holmes, Mar-

garet Milburn, Allowyn Nich-
ols, Brylee Wallen, Hennessey 
White and Easton Wilson.

Seventh grade: all A’s – Lily-
an Brown, Andrew Houlihan, 
Jack Houlihan, Chance Mul-
linex, Grant North, Lillian 
North, Garrett Pollock and 
Lydia Richardson; honors – 
Shaylun Christenberry, Bra-
dyn McIntyre, Adam Michael, 
Charles North, Halley Purcell 
and Kayli Trotter.

Eighth grade: all A’s, Josie 
Armstrong, Mara Bosch, 
Holden Crank, Kenzie Hales 
and Samantha McClain; hon-
ors – Levi Ash, Dallas Cary, 
Kaiden Cooper, Emily Mil-
burn and Payton Vezina.

Shiloh district releases first quarter honor roll
Ninth grade: high hon-

ors – Brenden Cash, Levi 
Eads, Tyler Hutchison, 
Kelsey Luth and Kaylin 
Williams; honors, Zoey 
Burton, Issabella Hoth, 
Will Morris, Karissa Nield, 
Mollie Pollock, Jacob 
Smith and Briton Tischer.

Tenth grade: high hon-
ors – Madelyn Cary, Isabel-
la Dudley, Megan Houlihan 
and Colby Luth; honors, 
Jack Armstrong, Josephine 
Carroll, Timothy Keske, 
Emery Keys, Holden Kile, 
Kim Mantels and Caroline 
Smith.

Eleventh grade: high 
honors – Jesse Asbury; hon-
ors, Sage Boothe, Payton 
Cloyd, Charles Eakle, Alicia 
Gutierrez and Emily Hall.

Twelfth grade: high 
honors, Madison Barrow, 
Isabella Carroll, Madelynn 
Dudley, Rileigh Hawk, 
Michelle Michaels, Gwen 
Morris, Cody Weber and 
Lola Wood; honors – Em-
ily Barrow, Lane Bisby, 
Lillie Cox, Jacob Knofsky, 
Silvia Manzato, Mitchell 
Pollock, Samantha Skinner 
and Kaitlyn Williams.

LEGION AWARDS STEFFEY FOR MEMBERSHIP

Special to The Prairie Press

Centenarian Joe Steffey, seated, was honored Tuesday, Oct. 29, with a plaque commemorating his 
75-year membership in the Paris American Legion Post 211.



SATURDAY,  
NOVEMBER 6, 2019

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net 9A

Mayo 
girls take 
second 
in LEIC

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Mayo Middle School 
hosted the annual Little 
Eastern Illinois Confer-
ence girls basketball tour-
neys this past week.

The opening games on 
Saturday were played at 
both Mayo Middle School 
and Eveland Gym, accord-
ing to Mayo athletic di-
rector Mick Roberts, who 
served as tourney manag-
er. 

Both the Mayo seventh 
and eighth grade teams 
made it to the champion-
ship games of their respec-
tive tournament before 
losing to eventual cham-
pions Robinson for the 
eighth grade and Marshall 
for the seventh grade.

The seventh grade team 
fell 41-38 to Marshall 
Wednesday while the 
eighth grade team lost to 
Robinson 31-18 Thursday.

The seventh grade team 
is now 9-6 while the eighth 
grade team is 11-4. 

ROBINSON 31, MAYO 8TH 18, 
The Mayo eighth grade 

team fell behind early in its 
LEIC championship game 
with Robinson, ultimately 
falling 31-18.

Aubrey Wilson was tied 
for a team-high with six 
points, five rebounds and 
five steals. Peighton Smith 
had six points and seven 
rebounds. Jaidyn Simpson 
had two points. Sami Mi-
lam had two points and 
five rebounds. Tori Moore 
had two points. 

MAYO 8TH 46, MARSHALL 16 
The Mayo eighth grade 

team defeated Marshall 
46-16 in the semi-finals of 
the LEIC tournament. 

The win assured the 
Lady Redbirds a spot in 
the championship game.

Stephanie Johnson led 
the team with 15 points 
and five steals. Peighton 
Smith had 11 points and 
five rebounds. Aubrey 
Wilson scored nine points 
and had five steals. Jaidyn 
Simpson had four points 
and six rebounds. Sami 
Milam had three points 
and five rebounds. Bailey 
Plew scored two points. 
Paven Walker scored two 
points. 

MARSHALL 41 , MAYO 7TH 38
Despite a strong resur-

gence in effort from the 
Lady Redbirds, Marshall 
held off Mayo in the LEIC 
championship game 41-
38. 

Peighton Smith led the 
team in scoring with 25 
points, pairing that with 
a team-high 16 rebounds 
and five steals. Bailey Plew 
had eight points and eight 
rebounds. Paven Walker 
had five points. Emmie 
Barrett had seven re-
bounds. Linda Selimoska 
had six rebounds. 

The seventh and eighth 
grade Mayo teams will 
host Teutopolis at 5:30 
p.m. at the Mayo Middle 
School gym.

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Paris hosts McNamara
Class 4A state runner-up travels to Tiger Stadium to take on the LIC champions today

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

For the second straight 
year, The Paris Tigers will 
host an opening-round game 
in the IHSA Class 4A state 
playoffs. 

That noise you hear north 
of town at 1:30 p.m. today will 
be the sound of rabid Tiger 
fans cheering on their Little 
Illini Comference champion-
ship team.

Paris was seeded fifth in 
the southern 16 teams in the 
Class 4A. The top seed in the 
south went to undefeated 
Illinois Valley Central. Eff-
ingham — which defeated 
Paris in the second round last 
year — is 8-1 on the season 
and seeded numvber three in 
the south. The Olney Tigers 
— runners up to Paris in the 
LIC — is seeded seventh in 

the south and will face Prairie 
Central at home.

The reward for the Tigers 
winning their second straight 
Little Illini Conference title is 

a week 10 date with the state 
runner up from a year ago — 
Kankakee Bishop McNamara. 

The Fightin’ Irish lost in the 
4A championship game last 

season to Elmhurst (IC Cath-
olic) 31-21. They enter the 
postseason with a 6-3 mark 
and a third-place finish in the 
always tough Metro Subur-
ban Conference. 

Interestingly enough, they 
finished behind the team that 
beat them in the champion-
ship game last season — and 
both of those teams finished 
behind Wheaton St. Francis.

The Tigers finished with an 
8-1 record (7-1 in the LIC) 
and posted some pretty im-
pressive offensive and defen-
sive numbers along the way.

The team averaged 32 
points per game and 373 
yards of total offense each 
contest. 

One of the most impres-
sive numbers for the season 
is the number seven. That is 
the total number of turnovers 

committed by the Tigers this 
season while forcing 18 from 
their opponents. 

The Tiger defense allowed 
just 16.7 points per game by 
their opponents and an average 
of 276 yards of total offense.

For the Fightin’ Irish — 
who has an enrollment of 
564 students compared to 
599 for Paris — they score 
at a 40-points-per-game clip, 
while holding their foes to 24. 

McNamara Coach Rich 
Zinanni is a legend in Illinois 
high school football in his 
45th season with the Fightin’ 
Irish. 

Zinanni has guided his 
team to five state champion-
ships — the latest coming in 
2015. His record is 359-143 
with the school. 

Leading the ground attack 

Titans
facing a
familiar
opponent

PARIS FALLS IN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris Lady Tiger senior Katrina Strow lunges to make a play in Tuesday’s regional semi-final win against Teutopolis.

Lady Tiger magic runs out
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

TEUTOPOLIS — The Paris vol-
leyball team fell 25-23, 25-19 against 
Pana on Thursday evening in its Class 
2A Teutopolis Regional championship 
contest. 

The loss marked the end of a surreal 
season for the Lady Tigers, who broke 
15 school records, including a sea-
son-record of 25-4 on the year. 

“We fell behind a few times but there 
was no quit in this team, I am so proud 
of them and the way they competed,” 
Pinkston said. “The girls had a great 
season though and set new records for 
this program.”

With its season on the line Thurs-
day, Paris took the court against Pana; 
a team that they had beaten in straight 
sets nearly two months ago. 

With confidence gushing after its 
semi-final victory two nights before 
over Teutopolis, the Lady Tigers took 
the court and got out to a quick 13-10 
advantage with senior Lizzie Rouse 
tallying a block and junior Sara Burger 
managing a service ace. 

The Lady Tigers continued to push 
the pace, eventually working its way 
to a 23-20 lead. Despite that, the Lady 
Panthers rattled off five straight points 
to take the first set 25-23. 

The two opponents came out with 
a fire in the second set as Paris went 
swing for swing with Pana. The Lady 
Panthers continued to maintain a 
dominant presence at the net though, 
working themselves out to a 19-14 
lead. 

Unwilling to relent to the Pana at-
tack, Paris looked to Rouse and Pink-
ston for an offensive spark. The duo 
helped to inspire a 5-2 run, cutting the 

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior Lizzie Rouse makes play during Tuesday’s exciting three-set 
showdown against Teutopolis in the IHSA Class 2A regional semi-final. Paris won 
the match to advance to the regional title game.

After exciting wins 
in semi-finals, 
teams fall in tourney

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Play by the offensive and defensive lines has been key to Paris 
victories this season and will be key in today’s playoff game. 
Pictured, from left, are Logan Bartley (70), Conner Crunk (52), 
and Hudson Hollis (75).

See TIGERS, Page 10A

Tri-County faces 
Arcola in first 
round of playoffs

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yaho.com

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County football team 
— who clawed their way 
into the IHSA Class 1A 
playoffs with victories the 
last two weeks of the sea-
son — will face a famliar 
opponent — Arcola— in 
the opening round of the 
2019 IHSA regional foot-
ball tournament Saturday.

After two consecutive 
losses to start to the year, 
the Titans finished 5-2 in 
their next seven games to 
end the regular season with 
a playoff-qualifying 5-4 re-
cord. 

The contest will be a re-
match from week seven of 
the regular season, when 
Arcola defeated Tri-Coun-
ty 62-20. 

Arcola has had the bet-
ter of Tri-County in recent 
years having won the last 
seven meetings since 2013 
—  including week sev-
en of this season — by a 
combined score of 328-72.  
The Titans last win over 
the Purple Riders came in 
2012 in Oakland by a score 
of 26-22.

In the last seven games, 
the Titans have averaged 
35.9 points a game. The Ti-
tans also have some experi-
ence against the other play-
off teams from the Lincoln 
Prairie Conference  includ-
ing taking Argena-Oreana 
to the limit coming up one 
yard short in a 33-29 loss 
in week five. That brought 
about new confidence for 
the team.

The Titans have relied 
on a strong running duo 
in the backfield as junior 
Daniel Drake has surged 
into the Titans go-to run-
ning back, having ran for 
1,026 yards and 13 touch-
downs since taking over 
the starting spot in week 
three. 

Drake ran for 205 yards 
and two touchdowns last 

See TITANS, Page 10ASee LADY TIGERS, Page 10A
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NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-844-262-9750

AND!
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®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL
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Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC • TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161
www.SullivanAuctioneers.com • IL Lic. #444000107

Douglas County, IL

153.20 SURVEYED ACRES • 1 TRACT
The Kleiss farm is located approx. 4 miles north of Tuscola, IL and is
further described as being located in Section 11, T16N – R8E,
Tuscola Township, Douglas County, IL.

BARRY M. & CAROLYN KLEISS FARM
CAROLYN KLEISS ESTATE

Michelle Owen – Executor
ATTORNEY: Law Office of Armstrong & Grove LLC

Janet L. Grove • Mattoon IL • 217-234-7123
AUCTION MANAGER: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

MON., NOVEMBER 18TH AT 5:00 P.M.
SALE TO BE HELD AT THE TUSCOLA COMMUNITY BUILDING, 

122 W N CENTRAL AVE, TUSCOLA, IL 61953

Class A, tillable cropland!  
Sells free & clear for 2020!

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

KQ Melt   $4.50
Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Now Serving 
Homemade 
Soups -
Chili and 

Vegetable Beef

Italian Beef, Chips & Drink
$7.75

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Love, Mom, Dad, Levi, Laney, Tiff and Darren Conrad 
and Family, Mamaw Kay, Nanny Penny, Papaw Joe, 
Cheryl and Dale Curl, Josh, Kelly and Jenna Cusick

for the Irish will be senior 
tailback, Owen Jackson. 
On the season, Jackson has 
rushed for 1,000 yards, add-
ed 397 receiving yards and 
scored 23 total touchdowns. 
Jackson  was a MaxPreps 
All-American baseball player 
last spring and could possibly 
hear his name called in the 
Major League Baseball draft 
in June.

 Jackson provides the power 
running while junior tailback 
Manny Harris provides the 
speed and elusiveness. He has 
amassed 1,045 yards of total 
offense and scored 16 times. 

The McNamara offense 
will be run by three-year 
starting quarterback Tyler 
Hiller who has thrown for 
over 1,500 yards this year.

Tiger Coach Jeremy Clod-
felder is in his fourth season 
at Paris and has amassed a 
26-13 mark along with a pair 
of conference titles. He has 
led Paris to three consecutive 
playoff appearances.

Clodfelder has never been 

one to shy away from playing 
tough competition.

 “What an opportunity for 
this team and this communi-
ty. Who would have thought 
five or 10 years ago that Paris 
High School would be host-
ing a team the caliber of Bish-
op Mac and Coach Zinanni 
in an opening-round playoff 
game?” he said.

“This is a testament to the 
players buying into the pro-
gram, working hard in the 
weight room and a communi-
ty supporting our guys along 
the way,” Clodfelder said. 
“Hopefully, Tiger Stadium 
will be rockin’ the way it was 
last year when Salem came to 
town for the week 10 game,” 
the Tiger coach concluded.

Gates will open at 11 a.m. 
today for the 1:30 p.m. kick-
off. No family or season pass-
es will be accepted. 

Admission will be $5 for 
everyone excluding small 
children carried by an adult. 
This rule is set in place by 
the IHSA and is enforced 
throughout the state, accord-
ing to PHS Athletic Director 
Creighton Tarr.  

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 10A

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

last week in Cerro Gordo to 
eclipse that 1,000-yard mark. In 
the week seven contest against 
Arcola, Drake ran for 108 yards 
and a touchdown.

The other runner that the 
Titans have relied on this sea-
son is senior Lane Bisby, who 
has picked up 627 yards and 
six touchdowns. Bisby ran for 
117 yards and two scores in 
the win in Cerro Gordo last 
week, but was held to only 36 
yards against Arcola. 

Senior quarterback Mitch 
Pollock has bounced back 
from a rough start, having 
thrown for 688 yards and 
eight touchdowns while also 
running for five touchdowns. 
Pollock went 5 of 8 for 91 
yards in the Cerro Gordo/Be-
ment win, but was only 1 for 6 
for 12 yards and an intercep-
tion in the loss against Arcola.

The one key difference in 
the turn-around has been the 
improvement of both the of-
fensive and defensive lines for 
the Titans. 

The defensive line has given 
up 13 total points the last two 
games while the offensive line 
has been opening up big holes 
for the running backs. 

Junior Owen Knoebel has 
five tackles for loss on the 
season and sophomore Tim 
Keske has added two tack-

les for loss.  Those two, along 
with sophomores Greg Reese 
and Elijah Johnson and junior 
Jordan Winkler have been the 
heart and soul for the Titans 
in the trenches. 

Along with the defensive 
line, the secondary has been 
stout with senior Kenzal 
Lloyd intercepting four pass-
es this season - two of those 
coming in last week’s win at 
Cerro Gordo.

The Titans will have to try 
and figure out an Arcola team 
that averages 40.4 points a 
game and has an offensive and 
defensive line that averages 
over 300 pounds. 

They will have to contend 
with one of the area’s top run-
ners in senior Austin Hopkins 
who has rushed for 1,146 
yards and 14 touchdowns av-
eraging 127.3 yards a contest. 

They will also have to stop 
a passing attack led by Beau 
Jones who has thrown for 
1,210 yards and 24 touch-
downs and six intercep-
tions.  One of the prime tar-
gets for Jones is Diego Perez 
who has 638 receiving yards 
and ten touchdowns with his 
second target being Ivan Fran-
co, who is second on the team 
with 403 receiving yards and 
10 touchdowns.

Kickoff for this first round 
tilt is set for 1:00 p.m. at 
Thomas Bradford Field in Ar-
cola this Saturday.

LADY TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

the deficit to 21-19. The 
run provided the last points 
for Paris, as Pana ripped off 
four consecutive points to 
win the contest 25-19. 

Pinkston had a team-high 
nine kills, 10 digs and one ace. 
Rouse had six kills and one 
block. Payton Block had 17 
assists in the loss. 

For Sarah Wells, Patty 
Trammel, Katrina Strow and 
Rouse, the loss marked the 
end of their high school vol-
leyball careers. 

“We all gave it our best to-
night,” Rouse said. “It means 
a lot to have set the school-re-
cord for wins as well. This is a 
really special group.” 

On Tuesday, Paris took 
on Teutopolis in its regional 
semi-final matchup. Despite 
the host Lady Wooden Shoes 
being one of the stronger 
teams in the regional, Paris 
walked away with a three-set 
25-18, 12-25 and 26-24 vic-

tory. 
The Lady Tigers got out 

of the gate quickly as Rouse 
and Pinkston exploded for 
a flurry of kills, with Rouse 
also grabbing a pair of early 
blocks. After establishing a 
21-17 lead, the Lady Tigers 

capped the opening set with a 
25-18 victory. 

As dominant as Paris 
looked through the first set, 
Teutopolis matched that in 
the second set. The Lady Ti-
gers had no answer for senior 
Erica Michels or junior Carly 

Michels through the set as 
the Lady Wooden Shoes won 
25-12.  Erica Michels finished 
the contest with a team-high 
14 kills. 

The two teams carried their 
competitiveness into the 
third set, opening the frame 
knotted at 8-8. The Paris de-
fense was stern through the 
set, diving across the court for 
digs and passes to teammates. 
With Paris holding a 25-24 
advantage, Pinkston rose up 
on the final point, swinging 
the ball off of the hands of a 
Teutopolis defender before 
securing the game point with 
a 26-24 win. 

Rouse finished the contest 
with a team-high 16 kills and 
four blocks. Pinkston grabbed 
11 kills, two aces and 22 digs. 
Block had 29 assists. 

Despite the season coming 
to an end, Emma Pinkston 
is excited about the upward 
trend that the team is heading 
in. 

“This group of girls is so 
special and I am going to 
miss playing with them a lot,” 
Pinkston said. “Ending on 
this (regional championship) 
I think that we are going to 
come back working harder 
then ever and we are going to 
have that drive to get further 
then this.” 

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris senior running back Sam May (4) has been a key player for 
the Tiger offense this season. The Tigers host Bishop McNamara 
at 1:30 p.m. today in the opening round of the IHSA Class 4A 
playoffs at Tiger Stadium.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger Becca Minor makes a dig during the semi-final game 
against T-Town Tuesday, Oct. 29. Looking on are teammates 
Emma Pinkston and Katrina Strow.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216



PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
— The Chicago Bears meet 
the Philadelphia Eagles for 
the first time since a double 
doink ended their season 
and they still haven’t solved 
their kicking woes.

The Bears lost 16-15 to the 
Eagles at home in the play-
offs last January when Cody 
Parkey’s 43-yard field goal 
in the closing seconds was 
tipped at the line of scrim-
mage and bounced off an up-
right and the crossbar.

Rookie Eddy Pineiro won 
a wide-open kicking compe-
tition in training camp and 
booted a 53-yard field goal 
as time expired to beat Den-
ver in Week 2. But Pineiro 
missed a 41-yarder in the fi-
nal seconds in a 17-16 loss to 
the Chargers last week.

Afterward, Bears coach 
Matt Nagy was criticized for 
having quarterback Mitchell 
Trubisky take a knee on first-
and-10 from the 21 with 43 
seconds remaining and one 
timeout remaining. Then 
Pineiro made things worse 
by saying he would have pre-
ferred having the ball placed 
in the middle of the field 
rather than the left hash on 
his game-ending miss.

“That’s a tough way to 
lose,” Nagy said. “That’s 
stating the obvious. But we 
could have done a lot of 
different things to make it 
not come down to that kick. 
Usually that’s the case. For 
us it comes back to what we 
talked about before. We have 
to move forward. If we keep 
holding on to that, then it 
hurts us for the Eagles and 
that’s not really what we 
want.”

The Eagles have had far 
more stability at the posi-
tion, using only five kickers 

since 1999: David Akers, 
Alex Henery, Parkey, Caleb 
Sturgis and Jake Elliott.

“We’ve been blessed here 
in Philly for a lot of years to 
have great kickers and the 
history of kickers here and 
Jake is no exception,” Eagles 
coach Doug Pederson said. “I 
think sometimes, too, playing 
in outdoor stadiums, you just 
get used to the wind. You get 
used to a lot of things, and 
I’m kind of glad I don’t have 
those types of issues right 
now where we can just kind 
of focus in on our team.”

Both teams need a win 
Sunday when the Eagles (4-
4) begin a stretch of three 
consecutive home games af-
ter three straight on the road, 
including a pair of lopsided 
losses at Minnesota and Dal-
las. They rebounded with a 
31-13 win at Buffalo.

The Bears (3-4) have lost 
three in a row.

GROUND GAINS
After setting a franchise 

low with seven rushing at-
tempts against New Orle-
ans, the Bears committed 
to the run last week. They 
had some success out of 
the I-formation and rookie 
David Montgomery had a 
career-high 135 yards. The 
Chargers were missing start-
ing linemen Brandon Me-
bane and Justin Jones, and 
Philadelphia has been more 
successful stopping the run 
than Los Angeles.

GROUND GAINS II
The run game has been a 

strength for Philadelphia’s 
offense. The Eagles had a 
season-high 218 yards on 
the ground at Buffalo. Jor-
dan Howard had 96 yards 
and one touchdown on 23 
carries. Miles Sanders had 
74 yards on three carries, 
including a 65-yard TD. Bos-
ton Scott also had a 4-yard 
TD run.
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IF YOU REALLY WANT TO WATCH TV,
THERE’S ONLY ONE CHOICE: DIRECTV.

INCLUDES:
Over 155 Channels
Monthly Fee for a Genie® HD DVR

PLUS:
Stream shows anytime on up to 5 screens 
simultaneously – no add’l equipment, 
no extra cost with the DIRECTV App.^

Content/channels/functionality varies. Data charges may apply.

00
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SELECT™ All Included Package
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(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Start with

Your Choice $3 99

Savings
Lucas® Fuel 
Treatment
or PB B’laster® 
Penetrating Catalyst 

CHALLENGER DONATION

Special to The Prairie Press

The effort to build a Challenger League Field received a $500 
contribution from White Sheet Metal to help create a ball 
diamond for the league that serves special needs children. Matt 
Colvin, left, one of the league founders, accepts the check from 
John White.

Illini have a shot at a bowl
BY LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer

Lovie Smith inherited 
outdated football facilities, 
among the worst in col-
lege football, when he was 
hired at Illinois in 2016 
and he knew it.

The former Chicago 
Bears and Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers coach took on the 
challenge anyway. Smith 
committed to a long-term 
plan to recruit the best 
players he could land and 
put them on the field, 
counting on experience 
paying off eventually.

The Fighting Illini took 
a lot of hits over Smith’s 
first three seasons, averag-
ing just three wins per year 
and going winless in the 
Big Ten in 2017.

Smith’s fourth squad 
moved into a $79 mil-
lion-plus facility with 
more than 100,000 square 
feet of space to train and 
practice last summer and 
he said it’s one of the best 
in the country.

His team is pretty good, 
too.

Illinois (4-4, 2-3) pulled 
off a stunning, one-point 
win over then-No. 6 Wis-
consin , giving the once-
proud program its first 
victory over a top-10 team 
in 12 years and ending a 
24-game losing streak to 
ranked teams that dated to 
2011.

“We needed a signature 
win,” Smith acknowledged 
in a telephone interview 
Wednesday.

The Illini, who beat Pur-
due for a second straight win 
last week, are set up to be el-
igible for a bowl under Smith 
for the first time and just the 
second time in eight years. 
They host Rutgers (2-6, 0-5) 
Saturday, aiming to win three 
straight Big Ten games in a 
season for the first time since 
2007 when Ron Zook went 
on to lead the team to a Rose 
Bowl victory.

If Illinois avoids getting 
upset, it will have to win one 
more game with three left to 
play — at Michigan State, at 
Iowa and against Northwest-
ern at home — to earn a bowl 
bid.

“We haven’t been in a po-
sition where we have this op-
portunity,” Smith said. “We’re 
excited about it.”

No. 3 Ohio State and No. 
5 Penn State are two of seven 
Big Ten teams already bowl el-
igible and one of those teams 
will have a legitimate shot to 
be in the College Football 
Playoff, whose first rankings 
will be released Tuesday 
night.

No. 13 Minnesota, the 
third undefeated team in the 
conference, has 10 straight 
victories for the first time 
since winning 18 in a row 
from 1939-42.

“We know we’re a special 
group,” sixth-year senior run-
ning back Rodney Smith said. 
“We just have to keep the 
train rolling.”

By building a two-game 
lead in the West Division with 
four games to go, the Gophers 
have put themselves in prime 

position to reach the Big Ten 
championship game for the 
first time.

Minnesota’s final stretch is 
filled with challenges, start-
ing with a home game Nov. 9 
against No. 5 Penn State. The 
Gophers visit No. 19 Iowa 
the following week and host 
No. 18 Wisconsin on Nov. 
30, but the Hawkeyes and 
Badgers still play each other 
to guarantee a third loss in 
conference.

“If you have pressure on 
your life, that means your life 
is significant because it means 
you’re doing something for 
other people and doing some-
thing bigger than yourself,” 
third-year Minnesota coach 
P.J. Fleck said. “Pressure is 
awesome.”

No. 14 Michigan, which 
started taking ticket requests 
for a bowl game this week, 
the Badgers, Hawkeyes and 
Indiana have also qualified for 
postseason play.

The Hoosiers have surged 
into the bowl picture for the 

first time under third-year 
coach Tom Allen with three 
straight Big Ten wins for the 
first time since 1993.

If the Illini, Spartans and 
Nebraska win two more 
games, they will help match 
a Big Ten record with 10 
schools in bowl games. And 
if mathematically eligible 
Terrapins, Boilermakers or 
Rutgers can close the regular 
season with a surprising run, 
the conference could have 11 
teams in the postseason for 
the first time.

The Cornhuskers, under 
second-year coach Scott 
Frost, are positioned to earn 
a bowl bid for the first time 
since 2016 with winnable 
games against Purdue and 
Maryland on the road.

“It’s always crucial to get to 
a bowl game,” said Nebraska 
defensive lineman Darrion 
Daniels, a graduate transfer, 
who went to a bowl in each 
year he was at Oklahoma said. 
“Nobody wants to play for no 
reason.”

Another doink, 
another loss
Kicking still an issue 
for Bears in rematch 
with Philly Eagles

Pacers best Cavaliers
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 

— Malcolm Brogdon is 
putting up some big num-
bers for the Indiana Pacers.

The newcomer filled 
the box score again Friday 
night with 25 points, eight 
rebounds and six assists 
to push the injury-riddled 
Pacers to their first home 
win of the season, 102-95 
over the Cleveland Cava-
liers.

“I love it. This is a bas-
ketball city, a basketball 
state,” Brogdon said. “Peo-
ple show me a lot of love. 
I’m going to enjoy playing 
here.”

Especially as victories 
come. With their defense 
tightening and the bench 
finally finding its stride Fri-
day, the Pacers have won 
two straight games after 
starting 0-3.

In avenging a 110-99 loss 

in Cleveland last weekend, 
Indiana held the Cavaliers to 
37% shooting and forced 16 
turnovers in an uncharacteris-
tically low-scoring game.

Jeremy Lamb totaled 21 
points and 10 rebounds for 
Indiana, and Domantas Sabo-
nis added 18 points and 17 re-
bounds, but it was the second 
unit that broke open a close 
game in the fourth quarter.
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TUNES

MEMBER FDIC
OPEN AN ACCOUNT ONLINE AT BANKPROSPECT.COM

Qualifications Apply

FUND YOUR FUN!

OPEN AN ACCOUNT ONLINE AT BANKPROSPECT.COM

They'll Love it or 
your Money Back!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  Free burgers will be sent 
to each shipping address that includes (59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid 
with other o� ers. Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & 
Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy 

or call 1-800-228-9872. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

Order Now 1.877.597.7536 | OmahaSteaks.com/cook50

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104VZM

HOSTED BYHOSTED BY

Open House
PCH Volunteers

Wed, Nov. 6
9am–6pm

Thurs, Nov. 7
9am–4pm

(Conf. Room A & Gi� Shop)

&

Cash, checks & credit cards accepted.

www.richardaolson.com 

Property Location: 20825 E 2700 N Rd, Odell, IL 
 

3,080 SqFt 3-Bedroom, 3½-Bath, Brick Ranch Home on 9.28 Acres overlooking a 
4¼ Ac Stocked Pond, 2½-Car Garage & 30x50 Pole Building with concrete floors. 

 

Open House Dates: Sunday, November 10 & 17 from 12-2 PM 
Owner: Estate of Ollan Coyle 

 

Personal Property Auction starting at 10AM includes:  
Kubota 4x4 UTV, Polaris Snowmobile, KTX 450 Dirt Bike, Boats, Shop Items & Household Furniture. 

See website for Flyer, Terms, Maps, Photos and more information. 

See website for 
more info!!! 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION - ODELL, IL 
Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 12:00 PM 

Auction conducted by Richard A. Olson & Associates  -  Morris, IL  -  815-942-4266 

Tri-County takes regional volleyball title
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com 

� NSAS — � e 
Tri-County team took on 
Okaw Valley in the Class 
1A Regional championship 
� ursday evening, winning 
the contest in straight sets at 
25-15, 25-17.  

Tri-County opened the 
contest with a quick 7-2 lead 
behind a strong net presence 
from Kaylenn Hunt and Ca-
ilynne Phillips.  � e Lady 
Titans continued to pick up 

momentum as they rolled to 
a 14-4 advantage before the 
Timberwolves cut the de� cit 
to 14-9. � at was as close as 
Okaw Valley would get as the 
unrelenting Titans ran away 
with a 25-15 set win. 

Okaw Valley regrouped 
and came out strong in the 
second set with well-timed 
passing to take advantage of 
several Tri-County mistakes 
en route to a 5-0 lead. Despite 
the Lady Titan e� orts to ral-
ly, the Timberwolves sti� ed 

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Titan girls volleyball team are regionals champions, following a straight-set victory 
over Okaw Valley Thursday, Oct. 31, at Kansas High School. Team members, fi rst row from left, are 
Chelli Hall, Melia Eskew, Megan Houlihan, Natalee Gough, Isabella Carroll and Gwen Morris. Second 
row, from left, are Madison Shirley, Brooke Baker, Emily Barrow, LIllie Cox and Klara Zajickova. Third 
row, from left, are Coach Michelle Cottle, Kaylin Williams, Kaylenn Hunt, Cailynne Phillips, Bella 
Dudley and Coach Crystal Buckler.

them to increase their lead to 
17-13. 

Tri-County then turned on 
one of its lengthiest runs of 
the season, scoring the � nal 
12 points of the contest to win 
25-17. � e run came behind 
the arm of Hunt, who � nished 
the game with 17 kills. 

Hunt � nished with 17 kills 
and three blocks with 11 kills 
coming in the second set. 
Phillips added � ve kills, two 
blocks and two aces. Lillie Cox 
had three aces. Chelli Hall had 
six digs. Madison Shirley had 
three digs. Melia Eskew record-
ed 20 assists in the win. 

Just several days before, 
Tri-County faced o�  against 
Chrisman in its regional 
semi-� nal match, beating the 
Lady Cardinals 25-13, 25-17. 

� e Lady Titans dominated 
from the opening serve with 
a 5-0 lead, quickly stretching 
that to 18-4. Tri-County kept 
its foot on the gas, winning the 
set 25-13. 

Chrisman grabbed a 5-4 
lead in the second set, man-
aging to maintain that lead 

up to 10-7. Tri-County began 
to rally, eventually tying the 
contest at 15-15. � e Lady 
Titans strung together sev-
eral quick points before cap-
ping the contest with a 25-17 
victory. 

Hunt led the team with 

eight kills and two blocks. 
Bella Dudley added seven 
kills.  Phillps had � ve kills 
and � ve digs. Eskew had 
three kills, three aces, and 
17 assists.  Kaylin Williams 
chipped in three aces in the 
win.

Maecy Johnson had six 
kills for the Cardinals and 
Reese Anderson added three 
kills in the loss.

� e Titans (22-8) will play 
again on Monday at 6:30 p.m. 
at Windsor against Altamont 
in the sectional semi-� nals. 

We care … 
about our schools,
our government,
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

Lady Eagles take victories
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

A� er contests against E� -
ingham and Chrisman this 
past week, the Crestwood 
Lady Eagles basketball teams 
went a combined 3-1. 

� e seventh grade team 
remains undefeated at 13-0 
through the season while the 
eighth grade team is 9-4. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 32
EFFINGHAM 19

� e Crestwood seventh 
grade team ran away from  E� -
ingham on its way to a 32-19 
victory. 

Graci Watson led the team 
with 15 points, six rebounds 
two assists and one steal. Tay-
lor Clark had seven points, 
one rebound and one steal. 
Samantha Kindred ne� ed six 
points, � ve rebounds, one 
assist and one steal. Kilee 
Edwards had two points and 
one rebound. Reese Lehman 
had one rebound. Bella Mo-
reschi had two points, four 
rebounds, two assists and one 
steal.  

EFFINGHAM 8TH 36,
CRESTWOOD 20

� e Crestwood eighth 
grade team was unable to get 
any o� ensive momentum 
against E�  ngham, falling 36-
20. 

Taylor Clark led the team 
with six points, two steals and 
a rebound. Graci Watson had 
six points, three rebounds and 
one assist. Vivian Moore had 
three points and a steal. Gra-
cie Dyer had � ve points and 
one rebound. Bella Moreschi 
had two rebounds and an as-
sist. Cate Kirby had four re-
bounds. Jami Wallace had one 
rebound. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 53
CHRISMAN 6 

� e Crestwood seventh 
grade team dominated Chris-
man in every aspect of the 
game, winning 53-6. 

Mazie May Hawkins led 
the team with nine points 
and one assist. Myah Bartos 
had eight points, four steals, 
one rebound and one assist. 
Taylor Clark had eight points, 
three assists and two steals. 
Kilee Edwards had eight 
points, six steals and one re-
bound. Graci Watson had 
� ve points, four steals, three 
assists and one rebound. 
Bella Moreschi ne� ed � ve 
points, one rebound and one 
assist. Kylee Kleptz had two 
points, two rebounds and a 
steal. Mirayah Smith ahd two 
points, four rebounds, one 
assist and one steal. Hailey 
Yantis had two points, three 
rebounds and a steal. Reese 

Lehman had two points, � ve 
rebounds and an assist. Lot-
tie Volstor�  had two points 
and two rebounds. Alivia 
Roberts had four rebounds 
and one steal. Samantha Kin-
dred had two steals. Addi 
Hansel had one rebound. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH 54,
CHRISMAN 8 

� e Crestwood eighth 
grade team built an early lead 
and never looked back, beat-
ing Chrisman 54-8. 

Vivian Moore had a team-
high 13 points to go along 
with six rebounds, three as-
sists and three steals. Gracie 
Dyer had 12 points, three 
rebounds and three steals. 
Cate Kirby had seven points, 
� ve rebounds, two assists and 
two steals. Bella Moreschi 
had eight points and three 
rebounds. Jami Wallace had 
six points, two rebounds and 
two steals. Graci Watson had 
four points, two rebounds 
and two steals. Mazie Mae 
Hawkins had two points, � ve 
rebounds and two assists. Au-
bree Leader had two points, 
one assist and one steal. Tay-
lor Clark had two rebounds. 
Samantha Kindred has one 
rebound. 

Crestwood will play again 
on Monday, November 4th at 
Villa Grove. 



I’ve been busy this week directing 
Mayo Middle School’s annual musical. 
I’m usually busy between the paper and 

other responsibilities, 
but I cannot even 
imagine how parents 
who don’t want to 
make runs thrugh the 
local fast food restau-
rants survive.

Between basketbal 
tournaments, gymnas-
tics and other activities 
I don’t know how 
families do it.

I decided to share 
some recipes that I have for dump 
meals.

For those who’ve never heard of 
dump dinners it’s an unfortunate name 
for meals to literally toss into a casserole, 
stock pot, or slow cooker and wait. 
When families have a busy night, dump 
dinners are a complete godsend. 

Some days one can make a multi-
course meal, but other times? It’s 
a hassle to even place an order for 
takeout. Enter the dump dinner. For the 
uninitiated dump dinners are exactly 
what they sound like: Dump all of the 
ingredients into a casserole dish, slow 
cooker, sheet pan or pot — and dinner 
is just about done.

Even on crazy days, one can make 
Crock-Pot dump dinners happen fast. 
In the morning, just throw everything 
in the slow cooker — no browning, no 
sauteing, no searing.

On hectic weeknights, nobody has 
time to stand around and babysit mul-
tiple pans simmering away on the stove 
top — and that is exactly why we have 
dump dinners. 

Dump dinners are one of the easiest 
—  and most effective — weeknight 
meal strategies to deploy. Basically, 
these are recipes that involve gathering 
up a handful of ingredients, dumping 
them into a single cooking vessel — a 
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THE ART OF COOKING WITH MINIMAL EFFORT

Special to The Prairie Press

Dump dinners is an unfortunate name but a godsend for families on busy nights with multiple activities.

Dump dinners save the day

Most of the company 
office staff were coffee 
drinkers – 14 in all. Four 

men and 
10 women 
of varying 
ages.  

The 
office was 
a strate-
gically 
designed 
group of 
cubicles. 
On one 
end was 

an open lounge. At the oth-
er was an enclosed supply 
room. In between were the 
open-air cubicles with busy 
employees and an impres-
sive array of desks, storage 
shelves, file cabinets and an 
assemblage of computers 
and office machines.  

Employees were typical-
ly focused on work at their 
individual desks, but they 
often moved like shuttling 
ants to consult each other, 
sometimes working on 
team projects.  In addition, 
they were encouraged 
to visit the lounge, snack 
on tidbits and maintain 
alertness with stimulating 
drinks.

The preferred drink was 
coffee, which was usually 
carried back to their office 
desks in steaming mugs. 
Thus, it was no surprise that 
a favorite brand of coffee 
was preferred. Also, they 
were extremely proud of 
their coffee pot, which was 
large and easy to operate, 
working flawlessly.  

It was quite new, 
purchased in London, 
England, for $114 by Mr. 
Cork, their office manager 
on a business sojourn. 
Every coffee drinker agreed 
that it brewed the best 
coffee of any pot they’d 
ever used.

Murphy’s Law entered 
the picture. If anything can 
go wrong, it will. And it did, 
no fault of the coffee pot. 
It all began with a piercing 
high-note scream.

Fran, one of the young 
accounting specialists with 
a master’s degree from 
Butler University, came 
running like a track star in 
the 100-meter dash. First, 
she burst from the supply 
room, slamming the door 
like a bolt of thunder. While 
running with the speed of 

A chain 
reaction 
that makes 
you shake 
your head 

Two weeks ago Trevor 
Jackson, an English engineer 
for the old UK Austin Motors 
(now Austin Electric), signed a 
multimillion-dollar deal to be-
gin large scale manufacturing 
of a new battery technology. 

The news release reads like 
conversations between James 
Bond and Q, with Q describ-
ing a gadget he just installed 
on Bond’s Austin-Martin car. 
Jackson’s gadget is an alumi-
num-oxygen battery with the 
capacity to power an electric 
vehicle car from Edgar County 
to Great Falls Montana (1,500 
miles) on a single charge. 
Technically, it’s more of a fuel 
cell than a battery which we’ll 
get to.

Batteries are powered by a 
chemical reaction. There are 
two half reactions with one 
side giving up electrons and 
the other side gaining those 
electrons. The anode is the 
terminal rich in electrons and 
negatively charged. The other 
side is the cathode which is 
short electrons making it pos-
itive. A battery flows electrons 
from the negative to positive 
until the reactant chemical is 
used up and it goes dead. 

Electricity created by chem-
ical reaction was first observed 
by Luigi Galvani when dissect-
ing frogs. He witnessed the 
legs jump and called it animal 
electric. His associate Alessan-
dro Volta suspected the source 

was a chemical reaction.
In 1800, Volta created 

the first chemical battery by 
stacking layers of zinc and 
silver plates separated by paper 
wetted with salt water. Each set 
of plates is called a cell as a nod 
to the animal inspiration. An 
array of cells stacked together 
is called a battery of cells.

The lithium-ion battery 
is currently king of battery 
technology. It has the greatest 
power density per kilogram of 
material, is rechargeable and 
has little memory degradation. 
A rechargeable battery is one 
where the chemical reaction 
is pushed in reverse by driving 
electricity backward into 
the battery. The lithium-ion 
battery was developed in 
the 1970s. In early October 
this year, the Nobel Prize for 
chemistry was awarded to 
three pioneers of the technol-
ogy.

Lithium is the current king 
but the end of its reign may be 
in sight. It is good but still can 
only can be recharged a thou-
sand times, is susceptible to 
catching fire and is construct-
ed from materials, which are 
expensive and hazardous for 
disposal.

Our industrial society still 
predominantly runs on com-
bustion of hydrocarbons. Coal, 
propane, gasoline or wood gets 
burned as the underlying pro-
cess. The fuel is a compound 

of carbon and hydrogen which 
when burned with oxygen 
generates heat. The combus-

tion may boil 
water to spin 
a turbine or it 
may explode 
inside an 
engine to spin 
a drive shaft. 

The 
combustion 
of hydrocar-
bon pro-
duces water 
vapor, carbon 

dioxide gas and ash residue 
because the fuel never burns 
completely. Impurities and 
unburned hydrocarbons create 
air pollution. The carbon diox-
ide is a major greenhouse gas.

Fuel cell technology sits 
on the line between battery 
power and combustion power. 
In the Sept. 21 issue of The 
Prairie Press, Gary Henry laid 
out a solid case for fuel cells 
as an economic and environ-
mentally friendly technology. 
Currently, we sit on the border 
of fuel cells becoming a viable 
solution.

A fuel cell operates like 
a combustion reaction, but 
it burns with 100 percent 
efficiency without pollution or 
greenhouse gas emissions. Be-
sides making heat it produces 
a flow of electrons, which are 
used as a power source just like 
a battery.

The most common fuel cells 
run on pure hydrogen gas, 
which is the most abundant 
element in the universe. Our 
most available source is to 
split water into hydrogen 
and oxygen and capture the 
gases. Scotland has sea-based 
hydrogen factories using tidal 
power to drive the electrolysis 
reaction separating water into 
its elements. 

The hydrogen gas is stored 
and transported. Scotland, 
England, Germany and Japan 
all have large scale hydrogen 
fuel cell initiatives underway. 
They are building hydrogen 
refueling stations and testing 
trains, ships, trucks and cars 
powered by fuel cells. They’re 
piloting home heating and 
cooling using fuel cells.

A fuel cell does not burn hy-
drogen with a flame, but uses 
a catalyst membrane to mix 
the hydrogen gas with oxygen 
and control the reaction rate. 
The reaction produces nothing 
but water vapor and heat and 
releases electrons. The fuel 
cell operates at 80 percent ef-
ficiency, releases no pollution 
and can operate for years by 
refilling with hydrogen gas. 

Within the fuel cell, there is 
a proton exchange membrane 
between the hydrogen and ox-
ygen. Hydrogen ionizes easily 
releasing its single electron. As 
long as there is a continuous 
source feeding hydrogen in the 

reaction it will continue pro-
ducing an electric current. A 
fuel cell is wired like a battery 
to power electric motors. 

Excess heat produced can 
be used to turn turbines that 
drive generators to store extra 
energy in traditional batter-
ies. NASA has used fuel cell 
technology for decades to 
power the space station and 
the former shuttle program. 
Recent improvements are 
making fuel cells safer and 
more economical.

The surprise announcement 
from Austin Electric came after 
industry giants put their R&D 
into lithium ion batteries. The 
new technology is a fuel cell 
powered by aluminum and ox-
ygen instead of hydrogen and 
oxygen. The breakthrough was 
a new electrolyte solution to 
make it practical. The reaction 
itself dates back to the 1960s. 
Early aluminum/oxygen fuel 
cells were developed but the 
chemicals were toxic and cor-
rosive and the aluminum had 
to be ultrapure.

This announcement is ex-
citing because the electrolyte 
is completely safe, easy to dis-
pose of and it works with any 
grade of aluminum. Demon-
strations for the press were 
done with empty aluminum 
cans filled with the electrolyte 
to generate electricity. It is still 
early, but government reviews 
have corroborated the results. 

Aluminum atoms have a sin-
gle electron in an outer P-or-
bital, which is easily removed 
by oxidation supplying the 
source of the electricity for the 
Al-O battery. The chemistry 
is similar to the hydrogen fuel 
cell where hydrogen has an 
easily ionized single electron 
in an outer S-orbital. Likewise, 
lithium has a single electron in 
its outer S-orbital. All are easy 
to remove.

Battery technology is 
breaking news monthly. On 
Halloween, a lithium-ion 
battery breakthrough was 
announced. They are now able 
to recharge a large electric car 
battery arrays to the sweet spot 
of 80 percent in only 10 min-
utes. The trick is to hold the 
battery at 140 degrees during 
charging and then return it to 
room temperature.

We are on the cusp of 
exciting opportunities to shift 
more of our society away 
carbon-based energy. Conve-
nience and cost have been the 
holdups; but with commit-
ment and a few changes in 
infrastructure, we can have a 
cleaner and greener future.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

New battery is a big development for green energy

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See CODGER, Page 2B
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CHICKEN RAMEN NOODLE DINNER

Ingredients
Six 3-ounce packages chicken-flavored ra-

men noodles (1 flavor packet reserved; 
the remaining discarded)

One 8-ounce container scallion cream 
cheese

4 cups whole milk
2 cups shredded rotisserie chicken (skin 

and bones discarded)
One 10.8-ounce bag frozen broccoli florets
8 ounces shredded Cheddar

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F. 
Put the ramen squares in a single layer 

covering the bottom of a 13-by-9-inch 
baking dish. Whisk together the cream 
cheese, milk and the 1 reserved flavor 

packet from the ramen in a medium bowl. 
Pour the mixture over the ramen. Scatter 
the chicken over the sauce and noodles 
and then scatter the broccoli. Sprinkle 
with Cheddar, making sure to distribute it 
evenly across the whole casserole.   

Bake until the noodles are cooked 
through, the cream sauce is bubbly and the 
cheese melts, 30 to 35 minutes. 

MISSISSIPPI POT ROAST

Ingredients
One 3- to 4-pound boneless beef roast, 

cook’s choice of cut 
1 stick (8 tablespoons) butter
1 package au jus gravy mix
1 package dry ranch dressing mix, such as 

Hidden Valley
Pepperoncini peppers, number to personal 

liking, and a little juice
Salt and freshly ground pepper, if desired

Put the roast in a slow cooker. Add the 

butter, au jus gravy mix, ranch dressing mix 
and pepperoncini peppers and juice. Add 
salt and pepper if desired and cook on low 
until tender, about 8 hours.

See DINNERS, Page 9B

Friends, we need to 
talk. I have a confronting 
question.

Are 
you doing 
enough?

I really 
doubt it. 
Let’s see.

Are you 
squeez-
ing the 
most out 
of every 
minute of 
the day? 
Chasing your dreams? 
Being true to yourself? 
Refusing to take no for an 
answer?

Are you setting that 
alarm early enough to fit 
in a meditation session 
and some weight-bearing 
exercise before the kids 
wake up?

Are you sending your 
boss links to articles 
about innovative business 
improvements at 10 p.m. 
on a Saturday night?

Are your children 
enrolled in a mixture of 
after-school activities 
that perfectly balance 
their intellectual, physical 
and social development? 
Are you driving them to 
all those appointments 
yourself, in a non-carbon 
emitting, electric car?

Are you next in line 
for promotion at work, 
and grabbing every single 
opportunity to prove why 
you’re the person for the 
job, which perfectly aligns 
with your five-year plan 
and your boss’s ten-year 
strategic blueprint?

Are you there, smiling, 
at the school gate daily, 
after fitting in every im-
portant meeting and not 
missing an email?

Are you watching your 
alcohol intake, your carb 
intake, your sugar intake? 
Are you intermittent fast-
ing? Are you totally Keto? 
Are you cooking from 
scratch every evening with 
only organic, paleo, dairy-
free, meat-free, grain-free 
produce ethically-sourced 
from a plastic-free farmers’ 
market?

Are you monitoring 
your kids’ screen time, 
while staying off your 
phone, while miraculously 
staying abreast of local and 
international issues so you 
can lead your well-tended 

Every 
woman 
has an ‘I 
Don’t’ list

See GUEST, Page 9B

HOLLY
WAINWRIGHT
GUEST 
COLUMN

slow cooker, casserole dish, sheet pan, or 
Dutch oven — and walking away until 
it’s time to eat. No stress, just delicious, 
hands-off meals the entire family will 
love.  

Dump dinners are perfect for when 
one is extra busy, feeling extra lazy, or 
both. 

While dump dinners originated 
with the slow cooker, there are Instant 

Pot and even oven or stovetop dump 
dinners. 

Get on board the dump dinner train 
with easy recipes requiring little prepara-
tion and cook all by themselves with no 
stirring or fussing. 

These foolproof recipes are so easy, 
even novice cooks can make them. 
They freeze beautifully, making them 

NANCY
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

HEALTHY
DESSERTS

 

Free class 

at Paris Library 

Nov. 12 at 6:00 p.m.

No registration needed.

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension

Councils Cooperating  University of Illinois Extension provides equal

opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable

accommodation to attend, call 217-826-5422.

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 11/06 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 11/07:
Sloppy Joe 

sandwich, baked 
parmesan potato 

bites, pasta or 
garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636
Always

Homemade!

Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato, green 
beans & roll

Fri 11/08:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

IT’S  
SATURDAY

TIME TO SIT  
& SAVOR

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

GINA’S SCRUBS

Hrs: Wed, Thur, Fri 4pm to 7pm, Sat 10am to 4pm
1512 S Main St, Paris    217-465-3764

SHOES

BY ALEXIS LEWSADER
Chrisman Chapter FFA Reporter

CHRISMAN – The Chris-
man FFA Chapter was re-
cently given a donation from 
the family of the late Loren 
Loop.

The gift was a continua-
tion of Loop and his fami-
ly’s long-standing generous 
support of Chrisman FFA. 
FFA advisor Eric Dixon and 
Loop’s family agreed an ap-
propriate use of the money 
was purchasing new FFA 

jackets for the freshman 
members who had not yet 
purchased a jacket or mem-
bers unable to afford one.

Special permission was re-
quired from the National FFA 
Association to embroider 
the jackets with Loren Loop 
Memorial. After hearing the 
story, the national organiza-
tion agreed and provided in-
structions on how the special 
wording should appear in re-
lation to the members’ names 
and FFA pins.   

Bequest helps the Chrisman FFA

Special to the Prairie Press

Jackets purchased in memory of Loren Loop are going to FFA 
freshmen and others who need them.

Special to The Prairie Press

Chrisman FFA officers for the next school year are from left to right: Alexis Lewsader, reporter; Derrick Craig, president; Landry 
Lorenzen, sentinel; Eli Johnson, vice president; Cole Webster, secretary; and Hope Gillaspie, treasurer.

Special to The Prairie Press

The junior officers for the Chrisman FFA chapter for the next school year are from left to right: Ty Woodyard, junior treasurer; 
Linkon Snedeker Jr., junior president; Layne Smith, junior vice president; Landen Lewsader, junior secretary; John Phipps Jr., junior 
reporter; and Jake Gillaspie, junior sentinel.

an impala, she screamed at 
the top of her lungs.  

Predominantly she 
screamed eeks, ee-ee-ee-yows 
and long wails like someone 
ambushed by a diamond-
back rattlesnake. Her frantic 
long-legged pace set a staff 
speed record from the supply 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

room, via the hallway dividing 
the cubicles, to the lounge. 
Somehow she muttered 
between screams that she’d 
encountered a dead mouse in 
the storeroom.

This triggered a reaction 
of several more screams from 
the women staffers through-
out the cubicles. Worst yet, 
Eloise, another young ac-
countant not only screamed, 
but jumped atop a table. Un-
fortunately, she was standing 
next to the coffee pot, mug in 
hand, ready to refill. 

She didn’t have a large rear 
– maybe half an axe handle in 
diameter, but her momentum 
impacted with the new British 
coffeepot setting majestically 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Oct. 17, with 16 members 
weighing in and 14 members 
staying for the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Connie Porter, TOPS 
weekly best loser; and KOPS 
best loser was Sue English, 
KOPS best loser; Ruth Ann 
Knight, best walker; JoEllen 
Edmonds won the walking 
drawing; and Brenda Lilly won 
the food chart drawing.

The group recorded 11.7 
miles of walking for the prior 
week. The program was open 
discussion

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Oct. 24, with 18 members 

weighing in and 16 members 
staying for the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Ruth Ann Knight, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Janet Embry, 
KOPS best loser and best walk-
er; Jill Hoffman won the walk-
ing drawing; and Jean Daniels 
won the food chart drawing. 

For the week, club members 
walked 36 miles.

Jean Daniels’ program was 
mindful eating.

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting at 
9 a.m.  Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome and 
more information is available 

TOPS groups meet in October
by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Oct. 22, with 15 members 
weighing in and 14 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Judy Ferris, TOPS week-
ly loser; Carmen Minge, KOPS 
drawing winner; Pam Waller, 
three-weeks loser; Sharon 
Phillips, top walker; and Jayne 
Peters, top exerciser.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Oct. 29, with 15 members 
weighing in and 15 attending 
the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Kelly Tinsman, TOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth Clark, 
KOPS drawing winner; Sha-
ron Phillips, top walker; Patty 
Felgenhauer, top biker; and 
Myndy Wooten, top cyclist.

Patty Felgenhauer’s program 
was about probiotic drinks.  

Nancy Norman delivered 
a program about the informa-
tion found in TOPS magazine. 

TOPS #IL 2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., and the 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by call-
ing 217-808-0078 or 217-822-
6300.

on the table. The collision 
tilted the pot sideways into 
space. It quickly landed on 
the floor with a bang. Coffee 
spilled in every direction. 
More screams erupted from 
witnesses who feared disaster.  

At this point in the scheme 
of things, Esther, one of the 
older ladies, saw Eloise be-
come enveloped in a cloud of 
steam from the spilled coffee. 
So Esther panicked amid gasps 
and tears and punched 9-1-1 
on her cell phone, requesting 
ambulance. Somehow the fire 
department was summoned to 
dispatch a rescue squad.  

We mustn’t omit Officer 
O’Reilly, a police sergeant on 
patrol in his squad car. In no 

time at all, sirens were wailing 
from a nearby street. Uni-
formed first responders soon 
poured into the office.

I guess you could say it all 
ended when one of the para-
medics on the scene calmly 
walked into the supply room, 
found the helpless mouse 
and emerged carrying it by 
the tail.

“All this trouble because of 
a dead mouse,” she said.  

The little stinker was tossed 
into a trash receptacle outside 
the building.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

The real Kennedy fortune
Joseph Kennedy made bank in alcohol after a tricky time for tipple: the Prohibition era

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

One of the greatest Amer-
ican political dynasties of the 
20th century was funded, in 
part, by alcohol. Rumors have 
swirled for decades that Jo-
seph P. Kennedy, whose nine 
children included President 
John F. Kennedy, and U.S. 
Senators Robert and Edward 
Kennedy, made his early for-
tune as a bootlegger during 
Prohibition. 

But while the patriarch of 
the Kennedy clan certain-
ly had his foibles, including 
playing fast and loose with the 
pre-1929 crash stock market, 
trading in illicit liquor wasn’t 
one of them, according to 
David Nasaw, author of “The 
Patriarch: The Remarkable 
Life and Turbulent Times of 
Joseph P. Kennedy.”

“As his biographer, I would 
have loved to have discovered 

that he was a bootlegger,” says 
Nasaw. “It would have given 
me all sorts of great stories. I 
tracked down every rumor I 
could find and none of them 
panned out. It became real-
ly clear that all of the stories 
about his bootlegging were 
just farcical.”

The rumors of Kennedy, 
the bootlegger, didn’t sur-
face until the late 1960s and 
1970s, says Nasaw, when con-
spiracy theorists were looking 
for reasons why the mafia 
might have played a role in the 
assassination of JFK. The the-
ory was that the president’s fa-
ther had made enemies in the 
underworld during his days as 
a bootlegger. 

It didn’t help that various 
mafia characters came out of 
the woodwork to back up the 
accusations against Kennedy. 
Al Capone’s piano tuner said 
that he overheard conver-

sations between “Scarface” 
and the elder Kennedy. The 
ex-wife of another Chicago 
mobster claimed her husband 
used to do business with Ken-
nedy. 

Nasaw doesn’t believe 
these stories, mostly because 
Richard Nixon, when he was 
running against JFK in 1960, 
hired a team of opposition 
researchers to investigate the 
Kennedy clan. 

“They found all sorts of dirt 
on Joe Kennedy,” says Nasaw, 
“but not that he was a boot-
legger.”

By the 1960s, the elder 
Kennedy had held high-pro-
file government posts as the 
first chairman of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) and then as 
the U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Kingdom. Kennedy 
was undoubtedly extensively 
vetted before he took those 

jobs, says Nasaw, and the FBI 
would have known if he was a 
rum runner. 

“[Bootlegging] is the last 
thing he would do,” says Na-
saw. “He had other ways to 
make money. He knew where 
the line was between legality 
and illegality. He wasn’t going 
to cross that line, because his 
children, who he lived for and 
hoped would be presidents 
and senators, were already 
tarred with the brush of being 
Irish Catholic and he wasn’t 
going to add to that by being 
indicted for bootlegging.” 

What’s true is that Joseph 
Kennedy’s father, Patrick Jo-
seph Kennedy, was original-
ly a saloon-owner in Boston 
who expanded to own a whis-
key importation business. The 
son of poor Irish immigrants 
and a widowed mother, Pat-
rick Joseph Kennedy made 
a good living in the alcohol 

business and became the first 
Kennedy to enter politics, 
first as a local ward boss and 
then as a Massachusetts state 
senator.

When Prohibition became 
the law of the land in 1920, 
importers like Patrick Joseph 
Kennedy were allowed to 
keep the stores of liquor that 
they had already purchased. 
In fact, since Prohibition only 
banned the “manufacture, 
sale and transportation of in-
toxicating liquors,” it wasn’t 
illegal to drink alcohol in the 
1920s. 

When Nasaw tried to track 
down stories accusing Joseph 
Kennedy of bootlegging, the 
only account he could verify 
was the time he supplied free 
Scotch to his Harvard class 
reunion. But since it was his 
father’s Scotch, and he didn’t 
sell it, it wasn’t bootlegging. 

See KENNEDY, Page 4B

LANDMARK PROVIDED A HUNDRED YEARS OF LEARNING

Special to The Prairie Press

Built in 1909, the building replaced the former Mayo School as the Paris High School building and continued to fulfill that 
role for a century.

The early schools of Paris
BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com 

The first settlers arrived in Edgar 
County in 1817 shortly before Illinois 
became a state. In 1820, the first school 
was built in our county on the farm of 
William Whitely, and Amos Williams 
became the first teacher. 

Edgar County was formed Jan. 3, 
1823, and a few months later Paris was 
beginning to become known as a small 
village. The first school in Paris was a log 
cabin built on the land owned by Gen-
eral M. K. Alexander on the alley that 
divided the south side of the square be-
hind the Alexander home. 

Amos Williams not only surveyed 
and laid out the tract for the town of Par-
is, he was the first teacher in that build-
ing. In 1828, Samuel Alexander became 
the teacher.

Williams had a subscriber school Aug. 
21, 1824, with an agreement between 
Williams and the parents to offer a six-
month school at the rate of five dollars 
per student. Payment was half in cash 
and half in trade.  

The term of the subscriber school was 
to start the first Monday of October if 
enough students were found. The sub-
scribers also pledged to keep enough 
firewood on hand for the winter and to 
keep the building in good shape. 

Another school is documented in 
1835 as one room of a building just 
south of the Baptist Church. 

In 1825, the state authorized the 

formation of school districts that were 
partially financed by a small fund from 
the landowners of a township. It also 
allowed for a board of directors to hire 
teachers and oversee the courses taught. 
Many times subscription had to make up 
for the rest of the funds needed for the 
school district. 

In 1833, the teachers were responsible 
for keeping track of student attendance 

so any students they served between the 
ages of five and 21 counted toward how 
much the state and the township owed 
the district. This form of payment last-
ed from1829 until 1855 when the state 
legislature passed the Free Public School 
Act for Illinois. 

Subscription payments ended for 
those who attended public schools, but 

Special to The Prairie Press

This image depicts the first Mayo School built in 1881 on ground donated between 
Wood and Court streets by Col. John Mayo.

See SCHOOLS, Page 4B
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Both socialism and 
communism are essential-
ly economic philosophies 
advocating public rather 
than private ownership, 
especially of the means of 
production, distribution 
and exchange of goods (i.e. 
making money) in a society. 
Both aim to fix the prob-
lems they see as created 
by a free-market capitalist 
system, including the ex-
ploitation of workers and a 
widening gulf between rich 
and poor. 

But while socialism and 
communism share some 
basic similarities, there are 
also important differences 
between them. 

Socialism emerged in re-
sponse to the extreme eco-
nomic and social changes 
caused by the Industrial 
Revolution, and particular-
ly the struggles of workers. 
Many workers grew increas-
ingly poor, even as factory 
owners and other indus-
trialists accrued massive 
wealth. 

In the first half of the 
19th century, early social-
ist thinkers like Henri de 
Saint-Simon, Robert Owen 
and Charles Fourier pre-
sented their own models for 
reorganizing society along 
the lines of cooperation and 
community, rather than the 
competition inherent in 
capitalism, where the free 
market controlled the sup-
ply and demand of goods. 

Then came Karl Marx, 
the German political phi-
losopher and economist 
who would become one of 
the most influential social-
ist thinkers in history. With 
his collaborator, Friedrich 
Engels, Marx published 
The Communist Manifes-
to in 1848, which included 
a chapter criticizing those 
earlier socialist models as 
utterly unrealistic “utopian” 
dreams. 

Marx argued that all 
history was a history of 
class struggles, and that 
the working class (or pro-
letariat) would inevitably 
triumph over the capital 
class (bourgeoisie) and win 
control over the means of 
production, forever erasing 
all classes. 

Communism, some-
times referred to as revo-
lutionary socialism, also 
originated as a reaction to 
the Industrial Revolution, 
and came to be defined by 
Marx’s theories—taken to 
their extreme end. In fact, 
Marxists often refer to so-
cialism as the first, neces-
sary phase on the way from 
capitalism to communism. 
Marx and Engels them-
selves didn’t consistently or 
clearly differentiate com-
munism from socialism, 
which helped ensure lasting 
confusion between the two 
terms. 

Under communism, 
there is no such thing as 
private property. All prop-
erty is communally owned, 
and each person receives 
a portion based on what 
they need. A strong central 
government — the state 
— controls all aspects of 
economic production, and 
provides citizens with their 
basic necessities, including 
food, housing, medical care 
and education. 

How are 
socialism, 
communism 
different?

See ECONOMICS, Page 4B

It seems as I get older 
and less apt to realize the 
way the world works today, 
I am either 
forgetful 
or more 
puzzled 
about the 
winds of 
technology 
that have 
plumb 
blown 
away and 
left me 
behind. 
In order to catch up I do 
rather stupid things. 

A year or so ago I got 
into a scam that told me I 
had a virus on my com-
puter and I needed them 
to help me out. It started 
with alarms going off and 
warnings to not shut down 
my computer unless I acted 
quickly and used their 
scheme. They showed me 
all kinds of junk that was 
possibly on my system and 
as I kept clicking on my 
mouse and kept reading my 
screen it looked worse and 
worse. 

Finally, it got to the point 
where they said they would 
take care to make the need-
ed changes and it would 
only cost me $480. I did a 
little rapid fire clicking with 
my mouse and thought I 
got all that baloney off my 
screen, but I couldn’t get 
rid of everything until I 
unplugged my computer. 
It did seem to me that my 
computer was not acting 
right and I took it to Max, 
and he said, “Yep, you’ve 
been hacked.” Well, about 
$100 later I was up and 
running again.

I keep getting warnings 
on my phone and comput-
er that I either need to help 
some outfit with informa-
tion because my Social Se-
curity was all messed up or 
someone wanted to involve 
me in a scheme where I 
could become a millionaire. 
I did need to send them 
some money first, however. 
I got to the point where I 
quickly deleted those fake 
ads, but then what puzzled 
me was I finally got a warn-
ing where my e-mail would 
not operate correctly unless 
I updated it. 

Puzzling 
adventures

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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The Opportunity Bank
	  

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Gregg Whitkanack

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

217-251-1010
ryan@jacksoncars.com

It’s     
 Worth 
 The 
Drive

CALL
Ryan 

today about 
our $100 

REFERRAL 
PROGRAM!

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411 • www.jacksoncars.com

Come see us today!

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

$4.59/lb

Chuck Roast Bahr 
Noodles

Large Bag  $6.95
Small bag $2.33

Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

REAL ESTATE AUCTION - BONFIELD, IL 

www.richardaolson.com 

Property Location:  
236 N 9000W Rd 

Bonfield, IL  
 

Beautiful Landscaped  
20 Acres includes 2400 sq ft  
3-Bdm Home, Large Heated 

Shop with Office Area,  
Brick Driveway and  

15 Acres of Farmland.  
Minutes from Kankakee. 

 
Bonfield Area within 

Herscher School District. 
 

Open House Dates: Sunday, 
October 20 & 27 @ 1-3 p.m. 

Personal Property 
Auction begins at 10 a.m. 

Saturday, November 23, 2019 @ 12:00 PM 

Auction conducted by  
Richard A. Olson & Associates  
Morris, IL  -  815-942-4266 

See website for Flyer, 
Terms, Maps, Photos 

and more information. 

F A R M L A N D  A U C T I O N  -  E D G A R  C O U N T Y ,  I L
 

100 +/- Acres Excellent 
Tillable Farmland

 
100 +/- acres highly productive

farmland, 98.9 tillable acres,
Sec. 8 Young America East Twp.,

Productivity Index 137.6.
Quality Soils & Open Tenancy!

 
 
 Moss Auction Team LLC,

217-465-4545

Thursday, November 21st 10am - Hume Community Center, Hume, IL
For more info & pictures visit us at:

www.mossauctionteam.com

not those in private schools. 
It wasn’t actually free for the 
landowners, because a tax was 
still levied on the land within 
the school district. The rest of 
the money came from a law 
creating a school fund based 
on two percent of the state’s 
net revenue. It also established 
standard requirements for 
teachers to be certified. 

The first public school sys-
tem in Edgar County started 
in the Paris and took in the city 
and the surrounding farming 
area. There was one southeast 
of Paris, one east of Paris and 
one in the town. This area is 
basically what became Paris 
Union School District 95. 

The Edgar Academy was 
founded in 1841 on a tract of 
land where St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church now stands. Mr. 
and Mrs. H. I. Venable started 
this venture that was supposed 
to be mainly for females, but 
because of the number of 
male applicants it served both 
genders. 

The Rev. Venable was the 
principal and some of the 
teachers were Mrs. M. Baird, 
Miss Jane Warren, Miss Nan-
cy Stout, Mrs. Venable, Miss 
Jane Dayton, John Cozier, 
James Crane, George Webster, 
James Steele and Simon An-
drews. This school was under 
difficult financial constraints 
and became associated with 
the Presbyterian Church, 
which continued it until 1868. 

In 1843, Col. John Mayo was 
selected as the school commis-

sioner for Edgar County. The 
Methodist Seminary started a 
school in 1848 on grounds that 
Mayo donated in a block of 
land east of the square between 
Wood and Court Streets. 

A two-story brick school 
was erected with a third story 
added by the temperance soci-
ety for a meeting hall. The Rev. 
Jesse H. Moore was principal 
and the school flourished for 
several years. 

In 1866, Professor Jesiah 
Hurty arrived in Paris and was 
in charge of the schools in Paris 
until 1871 when he set up his 
own academy. 

The City of Paris was char-
tered in 1869 and that same 
year the Paris Union School 
District was formed. The First 
Ward (Sanford) School was 
also built in 1869 on a lot 
where Carolyn Wenz School is 
now located. 

A series of changes followed 
the formation of the Paris 
Union School District. The 
Seminary school on the Mayo 
property was sold to the school 
district in 1872, and the Hurty 
Academy merged with the 
Paris Union School District 
in 1872 and became a high 
school. 

By 1879, there were four 
large public buildings that were 
used for schools in Paris. What 
was known as the first Mayo 
School was erected in 1881 to 
better serve the students on the 
John Mayo site and replace the 
Seminary as that building was 
in bad shape. 

The names of the schools 
were taken from people who 
were early supporters of educa-

tion or landowners in Paris. 
A new Tanner School was 

built in 1899 on Chestnut 
Street, and it was also called the 
Fourth Ward School. 

State law changed in 1905 
making the taxpayers of the 
school districts responsible 
for a major part of the school 
funding and the district levied 
the taxes. During the follow-
ing two years, the Paris Union 
School District purchased the 
Vance and Redmon proper-
ties for building purposes. 

The Vance School property 
was acquired from the Presby-
terian Church, and the Red-
mon School grounds were pur-
chased from the Poulter family. 

A new Paris High School 
was built in 1909 to replace the 
use of Mayo as a high school. 
During the next two years both 
Vance and Redmon Schools 
were built. 

A 1917-18 listing of the 
schools of Edgar County 
shows the superintendent be-
ing O. Rice Jones. At that time 

Sanford, Tanner, Vance and 
Mayo Schools had all eight 
grades. 

This takes us up to 1920 
and the story continues in two 
weeks. 

SCHOOLS
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Special to The Prairie Press

The First Ward (Sanford) School was built in 1869 on the land 
where Carolyn Wenz School now stands.

Special to The Prairie Press

General M. K. Alexander owned 
the property where the first 
school in Paris was built on his 
back lot in 1826.

The real money that Ken-
nedy made from alcohol 
came later. In the fall of 1933, 
when it became clear that 
Prohibition was going to be 
overturned, Kennedy used 
his already substantial wealth 
and political connections to 
land exclusive contracts to 
import high-end Scotch whis-
key and gin from the United 
Kingdom. 

Those deals with top-shelf 
British distillers like Dewar’s 
and Gordon’s gin proved ex-
ceptionally lucrative. When 
Prohibition was lifted in De-
cember 1933, thirsty Amer-
icans bought up Scotch and 

gin by the case full. And when 
Kennedy sold his liquor fran-
chise a decade later, he walked 
away with $8.2 million, more 
than $100 million in today’s 
dollars. 

But even that pile of money 
was mere pocket change to a 
man who had already amassed 
multiple small fortunes by the 
time he turned 40. After gain-
ing experience as a savvy stock 
trader, Kennedy became the 
youngest bank president in 
America at just 25 years old. 

Then Kennedy made one 
of his trademark brilliant bets, 
buying a failing Hollywood 
movie studio in the 1920s and 
pumping out inexpensive B 
movies. Nasaw believes this 
is where Kennedy made the 

bulk of his millions. 
“He demanded to be paid, 

not only in salary and expens-
es, but in stock options,” says 
Nasaw, who had full access to 
Kennedy’s financial records 
for his book. “And he drove 
those stock options up and 
down and sideways. By the 
time he left Hollywood in the 
late 1920s, he had an absolute 
fortune.” 

That fortune was multiplied 
by Kennedy’s next prescient 
bet. While the rest of his fel-
low bigshot investors were 
pumping money into the 
stock market, Kennedy saw 
signs that stocks were wildly 
overvalued. He sold off most 
of his stock holdings before 
the 1929 crash, and even bet-

ter, he started shorting stocks, 
betting that their prices would 
go down. When everyone else 
lost their shirts on Black Tues-
day, Kennedy walked away 
richer than ever. 

As for the bootlegging ru-
mors, Nasaw allows there 
might be some truth to the 
idea that Kennedy struck 
deals with some shady indi-
viduals during his years as a 
whiskey and gin importer. 

“It’s a nasty business,” says 
Nasaw. “You have to chase 
down contracts with restau-
rants and liquor stores. So 
there were rumors that he 
worked with former gangsters 
who had gone legit. But even if 
he did, that’s not bootlegging, 
because it was legal by then.”

KENNEDY
FROM PAGE 3B

After asking my trusty at 
home expert, I learned that 
if I use my desk computer to 
make an inquiry about it the 
security device would advise 
me to don’t go there or if it 
was legitimate to proceed. 
Guess what, I did have to up-

date a couple of times so that 
I could keep getting mail on 
my electronic wonder box. 

Just last week I could not 
get mail on my computer and 
I thought I had missed one of 
those messages that I needed 
to update again. I had seen 
that on my phone, but I didn’t 
trust it. Well, I finally set up a 
new account with a different 

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 4B

provider and I hope I have 
that part of the puzzle solved. 

The new puzzle I am 
working on is, how the heck 
do I get all of my contacts 
back in my directory and how 
to contact the ones I need to 
if I haven’t written down their 
addresses? The phone book 
on the Internet just doesn’t 
work like the old paper one 
did. Paper phone books are 
not much good if I try to call 
someone to get their e-mail 
address because only land-
lines are in the book. 

I guess I have to be a little 
thankful for the computer 
because it works a little 
better than the typewriter 
especially if you write a lot. 
I have to be thankful for my 
miniature computer, or cell 
phone, as long as I charge it 
up occasionally. I don’t carry a 

camera anymore cause I have 
my trusty phone and if I can’t 
get my stories sent by e-mail I 
always have a thumb-drive, if 
I remember how to use it.

When it really gets down 
to it, the old fashioned jig-saw 
puzzles are less complicated, 
but I don’t even do them 
anymore because I work the 
magic puzzles on my com-
puter because it doesn’t take 
up near as much space and I 
don’t lose pieces anymore. 

What really puzzles me is 
how I can forget more stuff 
than I can remember, but that 
surely doesn’t mean my head 
is so full of stuff I have no 
more room to store it. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 

By contrast, under social-
ism, individuals can still own 
property. But industrial pro-
duction, or the chief means of 
generating wealth, is commu-
nally owned and managed by 
a democratically elected gov-
ernment. 

Another key difference be-
tween socialism and commu-
nism is the means of achieving 
them. In communism, a violent 
revolution in which the work-
ers rise up against the middle 
and upper classes is seen as 
an inevitable part of achiev-
ing a pure communist state. 
Socialism is a less rigid, more 
flexible ideology. Its adherents 
seek change and reform but 
insist on making these changes 
through democratic processes 
within the existing social and 
political structure, not over-
throwing that structure. 

In his 1875 writing, “Cri-
tique of the Gotha Program,” 
Marx summarized the com-
munist philosophy in this way: 
“From each according to his 
ability, to each according to his 
needs.” By contrast, socialism 
is based on the idea that people 
will be compensated based on 
their level of individual contri-
bution to the economy. 

Unlike in communism, a 
socialist economic system re-
wards individual effort and 
innovation. Social democracy, 
the most common form of 
modern socialism, focuses on 
achieving social reforms and re-
distribution of wealth through 
democratic processes, and can 
co-exist alongside a free-market 
capitalist economy.

In the United States, so-
cialism has not historically 
enjoyed as much success as a 
political movement. Its peak 
came in 1912, when Socialist 
Party presidential candidate 
Eugene V. Debs won 6 percent 
of the vote. But at the same 
time, U.S. programs once con-
sidered socialist, such as Medi-
care and Social Security, have 
been integrated into American 
life. 

Democratic socialism, a 
growing U.S. political move-
ment in recent years, lands 
somewhere in between social 
democracy and communism. 
Like communists, democrat-
ic socialists believe workers 
should control the means of 
production, and not be sub-
jected to the will of the free 
market and the capitalist class-
es. But they believe their vision 
of socialism must be achieved 
through democratic processes, 
rather than revolution.

ECONOMICS
FROM PAGE 3B
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This Thanksgiving, 5,888 
families in Cook County will 
receive a card with the names 
of several congregations be-
longing to different Protes-
tant Christian denominations 
throughout the city of Chicago 
and these words:

“Have a wonderful Thanks-
giving. We want you to know 
that all your debts have been 
forgiven.”

The churches don’t mean 
that merely theologically.

Together, they paid off $5.3 
million in medical debt for the 
poorest of the poor — many 
in the city’s South Side neigh-
borhoods of Englewood, Au-
burn Gresham, Washington 
Heights, Roseland and West 
Pullman, according to the Rev. 
Otis Moss III, senior pastor 
of the historic Trinity Unit-
ed Church of Christ. Trinity 
UCC, a congregation of 8,500 
founded in 1961 in Wash-
ington Heights, is the largest 
congregation in the UCC 
and counts former President 

Barack Obama among its past 
members.

“We believe this is a mo-
ment of jubilee for our com-
munity — a moment of jubi-
lee for our nation, where we 
reset the moral compass of 
our nation and for some of our 
churches that have lost their 
way in reference to the waves 
and the undertow of our cur-
rent political situation in this 
nation,” Moss said at a celebra-
tion announcing the churches’ 
donation Sunday, Oct. 20, at 
Trinity UCC.

The pastor said the idea 
came several months ago from 
a conversation he had with the 
Rev. Traci Blackmon of the 
UCC. The two were discussing 
how they could engage their 
communities and plotting 
some holy mischief when the 
conversation turned to an ar-
ticle in The New York Times 
about a nonprofit called RIP 
Medical Debt.

“I thought, ‘What an incred-
ible program.’ Instead of allow-
ing debt collectors to purchase 
the debt, why not have com-

munities of faith purchase that 
debt and forgive that debt?” 
Moss said.

For every dollar Chicago 
churches donated, RIP Medi-
cal Debt was able to purchase 
and abolish about $142 worth 
of debt, according to Black-
mon, the UCC’s associate gen-
eral minister of justice and local 
church ministries. The average 
amount of debt they forgave 
was $970, she said, which cost 
the churches just $7, allowing 
their donations of $38,000 to 
cancel the more than $5 mil-
lion of debt. 

“I’m glad that we could do 
it, but there’s absolutely no 
reason why people should be 
held hostage so that other peo-
ple can be enriched on their 
backs,” Blackmon said.

The Chicago churches join 
a growing trend of congrega-
tions paying off medical debt 
for the people in their commu-
nities and beyond.

At least 18 other churches 
have done the same from the 
start of 2018 to the end of May 
2019, forgiving $34.4 million 

in debt through RIP Medical 
Debt.

Emmanuel Memorial Epis-
copal Church in downstate 
Champaign paid off $4 mil-
lion in debt for southern and 
central Illinois residents with 
the $15,000 surplus it had 
raised for building repairs and 
upgrades to mark the church’s 
centennial earlier this year.

Pathway Church, a non-
denominational church with 
several locations in and around 
Wichita, Kansas, spent the 
$22,000 it had budgeted this 
spring for Easter to instead pay 
off $2.2 million in debt.

Other churches — includ-
ing congregations in Indiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Missou-
ri and Texas — have taken 
up special collections for RIP 
Medical Debt.

Even comedian John Oliver 
paid off nearly $15 million in 
medical debt through the non-
profit in an episode of his HBO 
show “Last Week Tonight.”

Joe Antos, a health care pol-
icy scholar for the conservative 
American Enterprise Institute, 

raised red flags for congrega-
tions wanting to pay off med-
ical debt for their members 
earlier this year in an article in 
Christianity Today.

They are well-meaning, but, 
Antos told Religion News Ser-
vice, “Generally churches do 
not have expertise in health 
financing.”

RIP Medical Debt co-found-
ers Craig Antico and Jerry Ash-
ton do. Both had worked in 
debt collections for years until 
realizing who was impacted 
and how destructive it was for 
them, Antico said.

“It became abundantly clear: 
Why don’t we do what we did 
with our business life and just 
do it for good?” Antico said.

RIP Medical Debt, which 
was founded in 2014, purchas-
es portfolios of medical debt 
from health care providers and 
from the secondary debt mar-
ket at an average $1 for $100 of 
medical debt, according to its 
website. 

Those providers sell the debt 
at pennies on the dollar to try 
to recoup some of the cost of 

those unpaid bills. Usually, 
those who buy that debt then 
continue to bill people for it.

RIP Medical Debt instead 
abolishes the debt, with no 
tax consequences or strings 
attached for the recipients, ac-
cording to its site.

The New York-based non-
profit brought in just $3,000 
in its first year, according to 
Antico.

But donations exploded af-
ter RIP Medical Debt appeared 
on “Last Week Tonight,” he 
said. It quickly raised $250,000 
— and donations have contin-
ued to grow since then.

Antico said he expects the 
nonprofit to raise $10 million 
this year and cross $1 billion 
total forgiven in a matter of 
weeks — the goal it set when it 
started, he said.

Churches have played a huge 
role in that growth, according 
to the co-founder. RIP Medical 
Debt worked with more than 
70 faith-based groups this year 
alone, according to the Chica-
go Tribune.

Forgiving our debts, literally
Chicago churches join growing movement of congregations who are purchasing and erasing medical debt

See DEBTS, Page 6B
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Around 4:45 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 27, 
staffers at CrossWalk Community 
Church in Napa got a call, alerting them 
the church would need to serve as an 
evacuation center as the Kincade fire 
continued to spread in Northern Cali-
fornia.

By 6 a.m., the church doors were 
open.

Members set up the gym space to host 
evacuees and cleared the sanctuary area 
after worship services to make room 
for additional cots. About 20 evacuees 
stayed that night at the church. Ssome 45 
had been assisted as of Tuesday, Oct. 29. 

Wednesday morning, Oct. 30, the 
Kincade fire in Sonoma County wine 
country entered its eighth day and had 
grown to more than 76,000 acres. As 
of Wednesday, the fire had destroyed 
206 structures, including 94 homes, 
and injured two first responders. More 
than 90,000 structures remained under 
threat, including 80,435 houses. Fire-
fighters had reached 30 percent contain-
ment of the blaze. A Cal Fire advisory 
listed six churches, such as St. Mary’s 
Cathedral and Calvary Chapel of Petalu-
ma, serving as evacuation centers. Some 
were at capacity.

Down south, the Getty fire — which 
broke Monday, Oct. 28, in a canyon west 
of Interstate 405 and near The Getty — 
had grown to 745 acres and was 27 pre-
cent contained Wednesday morning. It 
had destroyed 12 homes and damaged 
five others. 

Pastor Peter Shaw said CrossWalk 
Community Church has been prepping 
for months for a disaster like this. 

“From my own experience, I can pret-
ty much guarantee that the majority of 
people that end up in shelters for days 
at a time are those that don’t have the 
means or connections to find other ac-
commodations,” Shaw said. 

CrossWalk served as a shelter during 
the 2017 Tubbs fire in Northern Califor-

nia that killed 22 people and destroyed 
more than 5,000 homes. 

During that time, Shaw remembers 
the church assisting people from all 
walks of life, including tourists visiting 
Napa Valley, wealthy people from gated 
communities and others from lower so-
cioeconomic positions.

Since then, the church has met every 
month with other community organi-
zations to learn disaster relief practices. 
They discuss pet and childcare and other 
accommodations like bathroom show-
ers. 

“All those kind of support things, we 
were a lot more ready this time. The 
preparation really showed, but that’s two 
years of meeting every month,” he said.

To Shaw, opening CrossWalk’s doors 
to serve as an emergency shelter is what 
the church needs to be about.

“We have so many churches sitting 
empty, even in times like this. I think that 
is deeply offensive to the heart of God,” 
he said. “We are in a position to help in 
very significant ways just with our space.

“My fear is churches have always 
struggled with their sacred space and 
making that sacredness mean untouch-
able. I think that’s really awful,” he added. 

Shaw said houses of worship should 
begin exploring how they can open their 
campuses to the broader community. 
Compared with two years ago, Shaw 
said, he’s encouraged by seeing more 
churches stepping up. 

“I think churches need to be thinking 
that way because that’s when we’re able 
to really serve the community in pro-
found ways, and start to build the bridge 
back that we have burned with culture in 
the past,” he said.

About 24 miles from CrossWalk, 
another congregation was also helping 
people affected by the fire. 

Petaluma Valley Baptist Church in 
Petaluma has housed about 150 people. 
Many of those assisted Tuesday were 
from Santa Rosa, a community that 
had been under mandatory evacuation. 
The nonprofit World Central Kitchen, 
founded by celebrity chef José Andrés, 
provided meals at the church.

Pastor Alan Cross said this is the first 
time the church has served as an evacua-
tion center. The church hosted a disaster 
response team during the Tubbs fire, he 
said.

Cross, who has been with the church 

Special to The Prairie Press

Matt Moulyn, top center, unloads a truck as cots are delivered to set up the Petaluma Valley Baptist Church in Petaluma as a 
shelter for evacuees of the Kincade fire in Northern California.

Churches shelter evacuees

Special to The Prairie Press

A firefighter from San Matteo helps fight the Kincade fire in Sonoma County, 
Calif., on Oct. 27. California churches are stepping up to provide shelters for those 
displaced by the fires.

See FIRES, Page 6B

Peter was a follower and 
friend of Jesus, instru-
mental in the growth of 

the early 
church. In 
a letter to 
Christians 
scattered 
through-
out Asia 
Minor, Pe-
ter spent 
some time 
reminding 
them of 
the unique 

position and blessing that 
were theirs in spite of the 
difficulties they endured 
at the hands of those op-
posed to the way of Jesus. 
Then he took some time 
to give practical advice on 
living the Christian life. 

Before moving on to 
instruction on coping with 
the very real persecution 
they faced, he wrote these 
words: “Finally, all of 
you, have unity of mind, 
sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a hum-
ble mind. Do not repay 
evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the con-
trary, bless, for to this you 
were called, that you may 
obtain a blessing.” (1 Peter 
3:8–9 ESV)

This passage speaks to 
followers of Jesus about 
the way to treat one 
another in general and the 
way to talk to and about 
each other in particular. 
His phrase unity of mind 
does not mean he expect-
ed believers to agree on 
everything.  

The idea behind unity 
of mind is to be moving 
in the same direction, 
being transformed by God 
and exemplifying Jesus 
style of life in the process 
glorifying Jesus on Earth 
by growing the Christian 
community. The rest of 
those two sentences flesh 
out how that community 
should look. The three 
sentences following the 
passage above quote 
the only authoritative 
scripture at the time to 
emphasize this idea was 
not novel but had long 
been in God’s plan. (see 
Psalm 34:12-16)

When Peter encourages 
tenderness of heart and 
humility and warns against 
vengeance and abusive or 
insulting criticism, he is 
not speaking only to the 
way members of a com-
munity interact with each 
other. Today’s Christians 
are also called to those 
traits in our communica-
tion with those around us, 
and we are faced with a bit 
of a puzzle in our current 
culture. How do we assess 

How shall 
we talk?

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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China is cracking down 
on Christianity and other 
religions as part of a cam-
paign by the country's 
Communist Party to eradi-
cate so-called "pornography 
and illegal publications," 
according to a Chinese per-
secution watchdog.

One branch of the Prot-
estant Three-Self Church, 
located in the northeast-
ern province of Liaoning, 
was fined the equivalent of 
$1,400 after South Korean 
versions of the Bible were 
discovered in April. Other 
Three-Self churches had 
hymnbooks, gospel pam-
phlets and Bibles confiscat-
ed and burned, according 
to Bitter Winter, a religious 
liberty magazine focused 
on China.

Marco Respinti, the 
director-in-charge of the 
Italian-based publication, 
said the CCP is using, “very 
tricky, subtle cultural war-
fare," to combat the church 
in China.

"Sometimes the CCP 
says you're allowed to have 
religious materials in the 
state-controlled church, but 
then they stop people, so 
it's contradictory," Respin-
ti said. "They are trying to 
control all of culture, and 
religion is a huge part of 
people's culture. So they're 
trying not only to stop peo-
ple's public expression of 
religion but they are also 
trying to go into personal 
things -- beliefs -- they are 
trying to indoctrinate peo-
ple through these banning 
of religious materials."

Since March 2018, the 
Chinese government has 
banned online and retail 
sales of Bibles, and hymnals 
and other spiritual books 
aren't allowed in churches 
unless sanctioned and pub-
lished by the CCP, moving 
the churches further and 
further away from any sem-
blance of religious liberty.

“The government’s cam-
paign to ‘eradicate pornog-
raphy and illegal publica-
tions’ has actually swept 
into churches," one of the 
church's co-workers told 
the publication. "This is 
slanderous to God!”

Sermons and speeches 
by pastors in religious ven-
ues that impinge on CCP's 
religious policies and regu-
lations are considered viola-
tions, according to an open 

China fines 
church for 
owning 
‘wrong’ 
version of 
the Bible

See CHINA, Page 6B

Churches in northern 
California transform into 
centers for wildfire victims
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TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin 
category purchased. Additional service charges are required and payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to 
new bookings only made by 12/31/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep  
into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping cruise 
tour. Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s renovated Pride of America. 
Experience the Iao Valley on Maui, the 
beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-
rich “Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s Na Pali 
coast and Waimea Canyon. Your land tour 
includes Pearl Harbor and Honolulu city 
tours, and time to relax on Waikiki Beach. 
Guided on Oahu by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE INTERNET • FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Highly Productive Soils • Lease Open for 2020

WEDS., DECEMBER 4th  10AM

FARMLAND AUCTION

MWAAuctions.com
Call (217) 398-6400

Douglas County, IL • 10 Mi East of Arcola

196± ACRES
OFFERED IN 2 TRACTS

Auction Location: Best Western Plus 
917 Green Mill Road, Arcola, IL 61910

Located in Section 16 of Sargent Township (T.14N R.10E)

Thanksgiving Day
Thanksgiving buffet 11-2
Reservations only, call 217-826-8831

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Hours 
Wed & Thur   11 a.m. - 8 p.m.   

Friday   11 a.m. - 9 p.m.   
Saturday  8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday   10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Happy Birthday!
Come celebrate 

90 yrs with Virginia Sullivan!
Nov. 10th from 12-2 p.m. 

at the KC Hall

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

“It’s nonpartisan or non-po-
litical, and Republicans, Dem-
ocrats, progressives can all 
agree on this,” Antico said.

“And churches — they all 
agree that their mission is to 
help their people get through 
hard times and be resilient 
and let people start over 
again and know that they’re 
supported. I think that’s the 
key here: They care so much 
about people and their com-
munity and that’s why it’s res-
onating.”

The Chicago churches 
hope their efforts will inspire 
other churches to do the same 
in their communities.

“This is not one time. We 
want to see movement of debt 
relief,” said Moss of Trini-

ty UCC. “Instead of people 
preying on individuals, we 
want to see people relieved of 
that debt so they can go about 
their business and realize the 
dreams that God has placed in 
their heart.”

The Rev. Matt Fitzgerald, 
senior pastor of St. Paul’s 
United Church of Christ in 
Chicago’s Lincoln Park neigh-
borhood, said his church was 
proud and delighted to join 
other churches in the city for 
this purpose.

St. Paul’s was founded by 
German immigrants and held 
German-language services 
until 2002, Fitzgerald not-
ed. Its congregation remains 
largely white.

“In this particular historic 
moment, when it seems like 
white Protestants are doing 
everything they can to drive 

our country right off the edge, 
but also to ratchet up evil and 
injustice, it feels very good 
and it is very good to stand 
and say, ‘No, there’s a better 
way to be the church,’” he 
said.

Members of New Mount 
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist 
Church in the West Gar-
field Park neighborhood also 
.“leaped at the opportunity to 
be part of this movement,” ac-
cording to its pastor, the Rev. 
Marshall Hatch.

After pointing out the gap 
in life expectancy between 
residents of his neighborhood 
and the city’s affluent Loop, 
Hatch said, “Our funds were 
collected from people who 
needed help themselves, but 
who saw this as an opportuni-
ty to help somebody else.”

“We believe medical doc-

tors and medical staff can 
open opportunities for heal-
ing, but only God does the 
healing, and nobody should 
go into debt for the healing 
God does,” added Hatch, who 
also co-chairs the board of the 
Leaders Network on the West 
Side of Chicago.

UCC churches across the 
country will make medical 
debt relief the focus of their 
Giving Tuesday campaigns on 
Dec. 3, Blackmon announced.

“This is not the end. This 
is the beginning. We are us-
ing this as a sacred launching 
pad in the United Church of 
Christ,” she said.

The churches also hope 
it will turn a spotlight on 
healthcare as a justice issue 
for Christians voting in the 
2020 presidential election, 
Blackmon said.
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GRACE NOTES

NOV. 2 COMMUNITY PRAYER 
BREAKFAST
The 26th Annual Community 
Prayer Breakfast is 8 a.m. Nov. 2 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
with a full breakfast by McDaniel 
Catering. Tickets to attend are 
now available at area churches 
for $5, or they may be purchased 
at the door. The community 
prayer breakfast is sponsored by 
the Paris Ministerial Fellowship 
and gives the faithful a chance 
to pray for the well-being of the 
community, the county and the 
country.

NOV. 2 SPAGHETTI SUPPER
The Patton United Methodist 
Church, 21775 E. 2250th Rd., is 
having a Spaghetti Supper 4-7 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 2. The church 
is located one mile west of the 
Indiana/Illinois State Line on the 
Clark/Edgar County Line Road 
and is handicapped accessible.

NOV. 3 KANSAS CHURCH 
HOMECOMING
The Kansas United Methodist 
Church is hosting a Homecoming 
Sunday, Nov. 3, with a 10:30 a.m. 
worship service followed by a 
potluck at noon. Event orga-
nizers stress the homecoming 
is not just for current and past 
members of the church but also 
for families perhaps looking for 
a church home. As a result, the 
potluck is open to all and guests 
are not obligated to bring a dish 
but are certainly welcome to 
do so.

NOV. 7 ART AND SOUL 
CREATION GUILD MEETS
All art lovers who have a desire 
to re-charge their creativity are 

invited to join the Art and Soul 
Creation Guild, sponsored by the 
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind. The 
guild meets 9:30-11:30 a.m. Nov. 
6 and repeats 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 7. The topic for November is 
“More wonders of water-based 
medium.” In addition to the 
opportunity of creating art, 
participants are guided in seeing 
how art can help develop a more 
contemplative stance. More 
information is available at 812-
535-2952, email jfrost@spsmw.
org or Events.SistersofProvi-
dence.org.

NOV. 12  TAIZÉ PRAYER
A Taizé Prayer gathering is 7-8 
p.m. (EST), Tuesday, Nov. 12, in 
the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods. The hour-long service in-
cludes prayer, music and a time 
for silence, spoken and silent 
prayers in a space lit primarily 
by candlelight and is a service 
for people of all faith traditions. 
More information is available by 
calling 812-535-2952 or visiting 
http://spsmw.org/event/taize-
prayer-service/all/.

NOV. 21  MEMORY CAFÉ 
The Sisters of Providence of 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
invite those living with the 
challenges of dementia to attend 
a Memory Café 2-4 p.m. EST 
Nov. 21 in the Havlik Center in 
Providence Hall. The program 
is designed to address the 
isolation and stigma a dementia 
diagnosis can bring for both the 
person living with dementia and 
their care partners by providing 
support, connectedness and 
community. The Memory Café 
program takes place on the third 
Thursday of each month through 
August 2020. There is no cost 
to attend. Learn more at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or by 
calling 812-535-2870 or email 
ecollins@spsmw.org.

DEC. 15  PRAISE CONCERT
Elevate Praise in Martinsville is 
hosting the band Cloverton 6 
p.m. Dec. 15 at Martinsville High 
School as part of A Cloverton 
Christmas Tour. The opening act 
is vocalist Leanna Crawford. The 
concert is free, but seating is 
limited so tickets are required for 
admission. Tickets are available 
by emailing mville62442@gmail.
com.

our civic and political leaders 
who consistently falter in 
following these instructions, 
yet want to be aligned with the 
Christian community? 

We are all less than perfect. 
It is true any of us may, in a 
heated moment, be decidedly 
proud, critical or verbally 
abusive. When that becomes 
a style, however, as it seems to 
have for far too many of our 
political leaders and for our 
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culture in general, believers 
must be very careful about 
aligning too closely with lead-
ers or organizations because 
they happen to support an 
issue we feel strongly about.  

Of course, as to the culture 
at large, the church has 
always been called to be a 
counter-cultural community. 
A community that demon-
strates by its way of life the 
radically different values of the 
kingdom of God. Those values 
do not always produce success 
in politics, in economics or in 

occupational advancement.  
This is sometimes the price 

paid for loyalty to the values 
we claim to hold. The question 
is which kingdom we believe 
will stand in the long term and 
is truly worth our ultimate 
allegiance. 

(John Youngblood is pastor of 
New Beginnings Church at Par-
is. Email him at ybloodjohn@
gmail.com or leave a message 
at (217) 463-3964. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided weekly by 
members of the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

since May, said he got a call 
about 5:30 a.m. Sunday from 
emergency operations person-
nel asking if the church would 
open as a shelter. He said yes.
To Cross, it’s about being a 
good neighbor and loving peo-
ple in the name of Jesus.

It’s also a credibility issue, he 
said.

“How do we say no to this 
and then go on and talk about 
loving God and loving people 
if we don’t help those in need 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN SUPPORTS FOOD PANTRY

Special to The Prairie Press

The First Christian Church recently donated to help the Compassionate Food Pantry. Left to right, 
First Christian Church minister the Rev. Mark Parkinson; Pastor Trent Horner of the food pantry; 
and Karen Newhart and Joel Gleckler of the First Christian Church’s Outreach Committee.

letter titled "All People 
Must Take Action and 
Fully Carry Out Work to 
'Clean Up Gang Crime 
and Eliminate Evil' and 
'Eradicate Pornography 
and Illegal Publications' in 
the Religious Filed!'"

The letter, which en-
courages people to report 
illegal behavior, calls for 
the control of harmful in-
formation online, which 
is defined as publications 
and information that 
weaken, distort, or negate 
the Party’s leadership or 
China’s socialist system. 
The censorship also cov-
ers the dissemination of 
religious internal infor-
mational publications and 
audiovisual products in 
public places.

Respinti says that, al-
though there are no quotes 
saying religious material is 
akin to pornography, the 
government is essentially 
linking the two by putting 
them in the same campaign 
and trying to scare parents 
who send their kids to 
church or Sunday School 
in the most up-to-date ver-
sion of psychological war-
fare and propaganda.

CHINA
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when the time comes?” 
Cross said.

Cross is familiar with 
helping out during disas-
ters. When he was a pastor 
in Montgomery, Ala., his 
church took part in relief 
efforts after Hurricane Ka-
trina.

“It’s a very similar situa-
tion, just neighbors coming 
together and helping each 
other and trying to serve,” 
he said. “A lot of the stuff 
that keeps us apart, it goes 
away when you’re in a cri-
sis.”



BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Measles causes long-term damage to 
the immune system, leaving children 
who have had it vulnerable to other 
infections long after the initial illness 
has passed, research has revealed, led 
by Paris native and Paris High School 
graduate Stephen Elledge.

The disease itself can cause a severe 
and sometimes deadly illness, but two 
new studies published Thursday, Oct. 
31, found that even when patients re-
cover, the virus can inflict lasting harm 
on their immune systems.

“We’ve found really strong evidence 
the measles virus is actually destroy-
ing the immune system,” said Elledge, 
senior author of one of the two papers 
published this week. “The threat mea-
sles poses to people is much greater 
than we previously imagined.”

Globally, measles affects more than 
seven million people each year and 
causes more than 100,000 deaths. Re-
duced vaccination rates have led to a 
nearly 300 percent increase in measles 
infections since 2018.

Scientists call the effect immune 
amnesia. During childhood, as colds, 
flu, stomach bugs and other illness-
es come and go, the immune system 
forms something akin to a memory that 
it uses to attack those germs if they try 
to invade again. 

The measles virus erases that memo-
ry, leaving the patient prone to catching 
the diseases all over again.

To profile each person’s past expo-

sures to infectious disease, the authors 
of the Harvard study used VirScan, 
a tool that can detect antibodies to 
hundreds of viruses and many types 
of bacteria. The tool was developed 
by Elledge, a geneticist at the Har-
vard Medical School and Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital.

Comparing the before-and-after 
samples, the test found that measles 
wiped out 11 percent to 73 percent of 
a child’s antibodies against an array of 
viruses and bacteria. Elledge called the 
depletions shocking — and said that 
the biggest drops tended to occur in 
children with the severest cases of mea-
sles.

The findings make the need for mea-
sles vaccination even more urgent, be-
cause it protects children against much 
more than measles, the researchers said.

Two studies of unvaccinated children 
in an Orthodox Protestant community 
in the Netherlands found that measles 
wipes out the immune system’s memo-
ry of previous illnesses, returning it to a 
more baby-like state — and also leaves 
the body less equipped to fight off new 
infections.

Measles eliminated between 11 per-
cent and 73 percent of children’s pro-
tective antibodies, the research found.

Measles is highly contagious and 
can be spread when someone with the 
virus coughs, sneezes or exhales. Once 
inside the respiratory tract, the virus 
penetrates immune cells that sit at the 
interface between the lungs and blood-
stream. From there, the virus replicates 
and spreads to immune cells through-
out the body.
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Fundraiser planned for Kirbys
Dinner, raffle and auction will help family care for daughter Kara as she battles Frontaltemporal Dementia

STUDIES UNCOVER NEW CONSEQUENCES TO MEASLES

Special to The Prairie Press

Two groundbreaking studies — including one led by Harvard geneticist and Paris native Stephen Elledge — have discovered 
children who contract the measles virus suffer Immune amnesia, losing the antibodies that protect them from other viruses 
and bacteria. 

Elledge zeroes in on measles

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Many 
Illinoisans who suffer from 
Type 1 diabetes would see 
a significant reduction in 
their out-of-pocket costs for 
prescription insulin under 
a bill that cleared the state 
Senate on Tuesday.

An amendment to Sen-
ate Bill 667, sponsored by 
Sen. Andy Manar, D-Bun-
ker Hill, would cap the 
price for a 30-day supply 
of insulin at $100 for peo-
ple covered under certain 
kinds of insurance policies. 
The bill also directs the 
attorney general to inves-
tigate why insulin prices 
have been rising sharply in 
recent years.

“Illinois families deserve 
to have the peace of mind 
that comes with knowing 
their loved ones do not have 
to choose between put-
ting food on the table and 
buying their prescription 
medication,” Manar said in 
a statement after the Senate 
vote. “The Senate just took 
a step toward making that a 
reality.”

On the Senate floor, 
Manar spoke of one constit-
uent he represents who pays 
more than $500 a month 
for insulin.

The bill would apply only 
to insurance plans that are 
regulated by the state. Those 
generally include plans of-
fered by small employers, 
as well as public plans like 
the state employee health 
program. It would not apply 
to plans offered by large em-
ployers that are governed 
by the federal Employee 
Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act, or ERISA, which 
account for the vast major-
ity of insurance policies in 
Illinois.

The bill also would not 
limit how much drug com-
panies can charge for insu-
lin. Rather, it would force 
insurance companies that 
would be covered by the 

Senate 
passes bill 
limiting 
insulin costs
Out-of-pocket 
costs would be 
capped at $100 
for 30-day supply

See INSULIN, Page 8B

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A bill 
looping electronic cigarettes 
into the Smoke Free Illinois 
Act passed the Senate Tues-
day, Oct. 29.

Sponsored by Indian 
Creek Democratic Sen. 
Terry Link, the measure 
includes vapes, e-cigars, 
e-hookahs and other such 
devices in the existing ban 
on smoking inside and with-
in 15 feet of the entrance to 
a building.

“It’s only fair that we treat 
these products the same 
way we treat cigarettes,” 
Link said in a news release. 
“It’s still unclear what the 
health effects of these devic-
es are and people shouldn’t 
be forced to be exposed to 
them in public places if they 
don’t want to.”

According to the Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health, more than 150 peo-
ple have been sickened with 
lung injuries resulting from 
the first-hand inhalation of 
chemicals from vaping. Two 
Illinois residents have died. 

The legislation, Senate 
Bill 1864, passed by a vote of 
41-11. It received bipartisan 
support.

Democratic Rep. Ann 
Williams, from Chicago, 
is the House sponsor. It is 
unclear when it will receive 
a committee hearing or re-
ceive consideration by the 
full chamber.

Vicki Vasconcellos, pres-
ident of the Smoke Free 
Alternatives Coalition of 
Illinois, said last week at a 
news event the findings in 
the current law apply only 
to smoking traditional ciga-
rettes — not vaping.

“The Smoke Free Act has 
nothing to do with vaping, 
and it isn’t that we do not 
believe it’s rude to vape in-
doors, because I think most 
of us would agree that it is, 
but we would need finding,” 
she said. 

Vasconcellos questioned 
why vaping, which she said 
presents a lesser health risk 
than smoking traditional 
cigarettes, would be put in a 
bill “that’s all about the dan-
gers of smoking.”

“It just doesn’t make any 
sense,” she said.

Public 
vaping 
ban passes 
Senate vote
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BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A fundraiser to benefit a 
Paris woman who suffers from 
Frontotemporal Dementia 
(FTD) is planned Sunday at 
St. Mary’s Parish Hall.

Kara Kirby Ike, 30, a vi-
brant nurse, mother, wife, 
was diagnosed at age 29 with 
FTD, an umbrella term for a 
diverse group of uncommon 
disorders that primarily affect 
the frontal and temporal lobes 
of the brain — the areas gen-
erally associated with person-
ality, behavior and language. 

The turkey and noodle 
dinner, scheduled from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, at St. 
Mary’s Parish Hall includes a 
silent auction and hog raffle. 
The menu is turkey and noo-
dles, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, roll, dessert and drink. 
The cost is $8 for adults and 
$5 for children 10 years and 
younger.

Benefit committee mem-
bers Deanna Mason, Janet 
Tracy, Lisa Good, Teresa 
Cash and Jennifer Cary are 
hoping the dinner covers 
some of the medical costs and 
other expenses as Ike’s dis-
ease progresses. Anyone who 
wishes to contribute to the si-
lent auction may drop off the 
items today from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at St. Mary’s.

In FTD, portions of these 
lobes shrink (atrophy). Signs 
and symptoms vary, depend-
ing upon the portion of the 
brain affected. Some people 
with FTD undergo dramatic 
changes in their personality 
and become socially inap-

propriate, impulsive or emo-
tionally indifferent, while 
others lose the ability to use 
language.

Unfortunately, the disease 
is often misdiagnosed as a 
psychiatric problem or as Alz-
heimer's disease. But fronto-
temporal dementia tends to 
occur at a younger age than 
does Alzheimer's disease, 
generally between the ages of 
40 and 45.

According to Ike’s mother, 
Dawn Kirby, her daughter’s 
life changed after she gave 
birth to her son. 

"I really want people to 
understand that if you have 
a family member who all the 
sudden their personality, their 
behaviors change...that's what 
FTD affects," Kirby noted.

Initially, doctors thought 

Ike was living with postpar-
tum depression. But as the 
months went by her medica-
tions weren't working — and 
her condition worsened.

Ike underwent countless 
medical tests and evaluations.

"I would get up every day 
just looking for someone to 
say, ‘Oh, she's getting better. 
She's getting better.’ But every 
night going to bed feeling de-
feated...and that's a horrible 
place to be," Kirby said.

After more than a year and 
a half, doctors diagnosed Ike 
with FTD.

The young woman is not 
aware of the seriousness of 
her diagnosis, which Kirby 
said is a blessing. Each day 
that passes Ike is reverting 
back to early childhood.

Although outwardly she 

doesn’t appear ill, Ike’s behav-
ior is what reveals the illness. 

"Pick your battles, there's 
a lot of different things she 
does. They don't hurt any-
thing. So don't sweat the 
small stuff...and you'll learn 
that," Kirby explained.

Dawn and Tim Kirby have 
put their lives on hold to care 
for their daughter fulltime. 
Her mother noted there are 
good days and bad days.

"Let's enjoy what we have. 
Let's make those memories. 
Let's make it count,” her 
mother said. “I'm fueled for 
my love for my daughter and 
my family. I gain my strength 
from my faith in God. I'm a 
strong Christian and I don't 
know what I would do with-
out my faith. I'm not in con-
trol and when your loved one 

gets a disease like this, we're 
not in control of much.”

Kirby emphasized it’s im-
portant to realize memory 
loss doesn’t just impact older 
people. FTD hits people in 
their prime despite being ac-
tive with busy lives.

Raising awareness about 
the disease is important to 
Ike’s parents. 

"I don't want Kara to have 
suffered through this and not 
have something good come 
from it," Kirby said.

There is currently no cure 
or treatment for FTD. Ike 
is one of the participants in 
FTD research at Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minn. 

Kirby hopes the research 
will lead to answers and treat-
ment.

See FTD, Page 8B
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new law to pick up a larger 
share of the cost.

The pharmaceutical indus-
try has argued that all insulin 
manufacturers in the United 
States also offer cost-sharing 
assistance, known as copay 
cards or coupons, that can 
greatly reduce out-of-pock-
et costs for many patients. 
Some of those are offered in 
partnership with the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association.

Sen. Dave Syverson, 
R-Rockford, said he felt frus-
trated that more isn’t being 
done to promote those pro-
grams.

“For small employers, the 
cost of health care is what's 
driving so many of them 
to either drop costs or pass 
costs on,” he argued. “And 
right now, in this population, 
you have a small number of 

INSULIN
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people that have high-de-
ductible plans, and there 
are programs available 
through the Diabetes 
Association that'll pay 
those copays for them. 
And what we're going to 
do with this legislation 
is we're going to take the 
drug companies out of 
the equation, and instead 
we're going to make the 
insurance companies now 
pick up all the costs over 
$100.”

Manar, however, said 
those discount programs 
don’t go far enough to ad-
dress the issue.

“The problem that fam-
ilies are facing every day 
in the state is not because 
of a lack of pamphlets on 
how to access a program 
to assist them in paying 
for insulin,” he said. 

The bill passed by a vote 
of 48-7.

Elledge’s team looked at 
antibodies in the blood — 
the proteins produced by im-
mune cells — and found that 
11-73 percent of the anti-
body memory bank had been 
erased after measles.

The research found the 
MMR vaccine itself did not 
produce immune suppres-

MEASLES
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sion, meaning that recipients 
get the benefit of lifelong im-
munity to measles infection 
without the damaging effects 
of natural infection.

People who contract mea-
sles aren't out of the woods 
after their rash fades and their 
fever subsides.

They're then more vulner-
able to other bacterial and 
viral infections — even those 
they've already been vacci-
nated against or have had 
before.

That's because measles 
virus attacks the cells that 
serve as the immune system's 
memory, wiping out estab-
lished resistance to disease, a 
pair of new studies report.

As much as three-quar-
ters of a person's immune 
memory can be wiped out 
by the amnesia caused by the 
measles virus, one team of 
researchers reported in the 
November issue of the jour-
nal Science.

"The measles virus is re-
setting your immune clock 
to a naive state, and all of the 
protection you got by living 
through other viral and bac-
terial infections is reduced 
going forward," said senior 
researcher Elledge, an inves-
tigator at Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute in Chevy 
Chase, Md., and professor of 
genetics at Harvard Medical 
School in Boston. "You could 
get sick again from the same 
viruses you previously were 
immune to."

This immune system reset 
also hampers the body's abili-
ty to create antibodies against 
disease, meaning that new in-
fections are likely to hit hard-
er than before, according to 
a second team of researchers 
whose findings appear in the 
November issue of Science 
Immunology.

Both studies take their data 
from a 2013 measles out-
break in the Netherlands.

Families in communities 
with low vaccination rates 
agreed to provide blood sam-
ples, allowing researchers to 
observe the effects of a mea-
sles infection on non-vacci-
nated people.

Previous studies had sug-
gested the effects of measles 
might persist long after infec-
tion, suppressing the immune 
system, Elledge said. But no 
one knew why that might be.

Analysis of blood from 77 
unvaccinated Dutch children 
found the virus eliminated 
between 11-73 percent of 
their antibodies, Elledge's 
team found.

Antibodies are the cells 
that remember past encoun-
ters with pathogens and help 
the body avoid repeat infec-
tions.

"People had known that a 
lot of these immune cells get 

infected during measles, but 
they had no idea how much 
damage was being done," 
Elledge said. 

The more severe a child's 
infection, the more it dam-
aged their immune system, 
the researchers found.

"Those antibodies dropped 
precipitously. They went 
away very quickly," Elledge 
said. "This was really surpris-
ing. Nobody expected it to 
happen that quickly, because 
these kids had only been in-
fected seven weeks ago."

The second team of re-
searchers performed genet-
ic sequencing on antibody 
genes from 26 Dutch chil-
dren, before and then 40 to 
50 days after their measles 
infection.

The investigators con-
firmed the loss of specific im-
mune memory cells that had 
been built up against other 
diseases and had been pres-
ent in the children's blood 
prior to measles.

The analysis showed the 
immune system had been re-
set to an immature state that 
could produce only a limit-
ed repertoire of antibodies, 
hampering the body's ability 
to respond to new infections.

Elledge said children could 
rebuild the immunity they 
had lost, but only by being 
exposed to infections again, 
or being vaccinated. 

They also tested babies 
who had been vaccinated 
against measles — and found 
no decreases in their anti-
body levels — even though 
the vaccine contains live 
(but weakened) viruses. The 
vaccine virus is somewhat 
different from the natural 
one — and does not invade 
the crucial antibody-making 
cells.

Elledge said measles' ef-
fect on the immune system is 
similar to what a head injury 
does to the brain. 

“If you’re in an accident 
and you injure your head, 
you could have some sort of 
amnesia and impaired func-
tion,” he said. “The measles 
virus is like an accident but 
for your immune system. It 
damages your immune sys-
tem’s memory.”

In essence, the immune 
system forgets what it once 
knew, “sort of resetting the 
clock to an earlier more naïve 
stage of your life,” he said.

The measles vaccine, how-
ever, is like a seatbelt for the 
immune system and those 
who don’t vaccinate could 
face risks beyond measles in-
fection, Elledge said. 

“You’re rolling the dice and 
if you get unlucky you could 
get very sick from something 
that you should have been re-
sistant to because you had the 
measles,” said Elledge.

According to information 
provided by the Mayo Clinic, 
the length of FTD varies, with 
some patients declining rapidly 
over two to three years. Others 
show only minimal changes 
over a decade. Studies have 
shown persons with FTD to 
live with the disease an aver-

age of eight years, with a range 
from three years to 17 years.

Identifying precisely which 
diseases fall into the category 
of frontotemporal dementia 
presents a particular chal-
lenge to scientists. The signs 
and symptoms may vary 
greatly from one individual 
to the next. Researchers have 
identified several clusters of 
symptoms that tend to occur 

together and are dominant in 
subgroups of people with the 
disorder.

More than one symptom 
cluster may be apparent in the 
same person.

The signs and symptoms of 
frontotemporal dementia pro-
gressively worsen with time, 
almost always over years. Even-
tually, people require 24-hour 
care.

FTD
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) is reporting 
the death of a third Illinois 
resident who had recently 
vaped and been hospitalized 
with a severe lung injury. At 
this time, a total of 166 peo-
ple in Illinois, ranging in age 
from 13 to 75 years old, with a 
median age of 22, have experi-
enced lung injuries after using 
e-cigarettes or vaping. IDPH 
continues to work with local 
health departments to investi-
gate another 42 possible cases 
in Illinois. 

“The unfortunate death of 
a third Illinois resident under-
scores the seriousness of these 
lung injuries,” said IDPH 
Director Ngozi Ezike. “New 
cases continue to be reported 

Third Illinois resident dies after vaping-linked lung injury
in Illinois and across the coun-
try. IDPH is urging Illinoisans 
not to vape or use e-cigarettes 
products, especially illicit 
THC based products, while 
we continue to investigate this 
outbreak.”

At this time, no single com-
pound or ingredient used in 
e-cigarette, or vaping prod-
ucts has been identified as 
the cause of this outbreak. 
The latest national and state 
findings suggest products 
containing tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC), particularly 
those obtained off the street 
or from other informal sourc-
es (e.g. friends, family mem-
bers, illicit dealers), are linked 
to most of the cases and play 
a major role in the outbreak. 
More than 80 percent of the 
cases in Illinois report recent 
use of THC-containing prod-
ucts, primarily obtaining them 
from informal sources. Ad-
ditionally, almost half of the 
cases in Illinois have also used 
nicotine-based products. 

Affected individuals have 
experienced respiratory symp-
toms including cough, short-
ness of breath, and fatigue. 
Many have also experienced 
gastrointestinal symptoms 
such as vomiting and diarrhea. 

Some patients reported their 
symptoms developed over a 
few days, while others have re-
ported their symptoms devel-
oped over several weeks.

To date, IDPH has received 
46 preliminary laboratory re-
sults on vaping products and 
devices submitted to the Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA). Almost half of the test 
results were positive for THC, 
and of those, approximately 
40 percent had evidence of 
vitamin E acetate. The FDA 
continues to perform addi-
tional testing. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) arrived in Illinois 
on Aug. 20 to assist with the 
investigation. IDPH is also 
working with local health de-
partments, other state health 
departments, and the FDA 
to investigate the names and 
types of e-cigarettes, vaping 
products, and devices, as well 
as where they were obtained. 

At this time, health officials 
have not identified the cause 
or causes of the lung injuries 
with the only commonality 
among all cases being patients 
report the use of vaping prod-
ucts, including e-cigarettes. 
No one device, compound, or 

ingredient has emerged as the 
cause of these illnesses to date.

  It may be that there is more 
than one cause of this lung in-
jury. 

Cases have been reported 
in 32 counties statewide. In 
order to protect the identity of 
the affected individuals, addi-
tional information is not being 
provided. The investigation is 
ongoing, and more informa-
tion will be shared as soon as 
it becomes available. 

People who experience any 
type of chest pain or difficul-
ty breathing after using e-cig-
arettes or vaping should seek 
immediate medical attention. 

When seeking medical 
attention, be sure to tell the 
provider about having vaped 
in recent weeks or months. 
Health care providers caring 
for patients with unexpect-
ed serious respiratory illness 
should ask about a history of 
vaping or e-cigarette use.

More information about 
e-cigarettes and vaping can be 
found on the IDPH website 
at http://www.dph.illinois.
gov/topics-services/preven-
tion-wellness/tobacco/e-cig-
arettes-and-vapes. IDPH will 
update this webpage every 
Thursday.
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Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across

 1. W. Loman’s failed son

 5. Largest English dictionary (abbr.)

 8. Wanes

12. Lifeless geologic period

14. No (Scottish)

15. Filled chocolate cookie

16. Circular chordophones

18. Short-term memory

19. Any small compartment

20. Poisonous gas

21. Cologne

22. Scaleless fishes

23. Ormolu

26. Well-known & respected

30. Man-made river embankment

31. Yearned after something

32. Before

33. Garlic mayonnaise

34. California white oak

39. CNN’s founder Turner

42. Removed contents

44. Frighten

46. Responded

47. “Extant” star

49. Aba ____ Honeymoon

50. Box (abbr.)

51. Reptile leather

56. Norse goddess of old age

57. Drive obliquely, as of a nail

58. Inspire with love

59. Affirm positively

60. European sea eagle

61. Congresswoman Giffords

62. Emit coherent radiation

63. Fall back time

64. Masses of fish eggs

 Clues Down
1. Leavened rum cake

2. Moslem women’s garment

3. Quilting duo:  ____ & Porter

4. S W Pacific state

5. The start of something

6. Edible

7. More coy

8. From 56 to 34 million years 

ago

9. Small wind

10. Disney heroine

11. Helios

13. Existing at birth but not 
hereditary
17. Paris river
24. Confined condition (abbr.)
25. More than charged
26. A major division of 
geological time
27. Japanese apricot
28. Initial public offering
29. A quantity of no impor-
tance
35. Securities market
36. Sharp part of a tool
37. Downwind
38. Doctor of Education

40. Built up

CROSSWORD

41. Borrowers

42. Stray

43. Country singer Haggard

44. Eurasian marten pelts

45. Fashion magazine 

Marie ___

47. Turkish candy

48. Regarding

49. Distribute game cards

52. Princess Anne’s 

daughter

53. Planned pipeline from 

Burgas to Vlore

54. An academic gown

55. Removes moisture

friendship group in intelligent 
discussions about cancel 
culture?

I didn’t think so.
I told you, you’re not doing 

enough.
How could you possibly 

be? You’re a woman, living in 
an age of extreme expectation. 
Superwoman Syndrome 
has shaken off its shoulder 
pads, pulled on its activewear 
leggings and buddied up with 
Hustle Culture to provide 
you a continual feed of All the 
Ways You Could Be Better.  If 

you’re a woman with a child, 
then throw in a dose of Peak 
Parenting, and the bar for a 
successful life is now so high 
the Hubble telescope would 
squint.

Superwoman Syndrome 
lives in the inspirational, ‘go 
get ’em’ memes scattered 
through your Instagram. It’s 
in the relentless productivity 
apps being advertised in your 
news feed. It’s in the ‘The 
Surprising Habits of Success-
ful Women’ stories algorithms 
and magazine supplement 
covers serve to you daily.

And it’s the prism through 
which we view the influential 

women around us and the 
gauge we use to measure our-
selves – just as humans have 
always done and will always 
do – against them and find 
ourselves wanting.

And it’s making us sick.
I got sick. Some time ago 

now. It’s a long story, and one 
that isn’t finished.

But I was pretending I 
was capable of everything. I 
had little, needy children. A 
big, needy job. I was running 
half-marathons. Trying to be 
a good partner, part of a close 
family, an attentive friend. I 
thought work-life balance was 
for wimps and complaining 

about it was for whiners.
It’s not unusual or surprising 

I burned out — that I fell in a 
heap, gripped with a constant 
sense of dread, so crippling I 
couldn’t stop crying.

I got help. I recalibrated. Re-
built. It’s an unfinished story 
but now one with more LOLS 
than tears, most days.

Of course, I realized that I’m 
part of The Problem. My life, 
from the outside, looks like 
I do it all. From the inside, it 
feels like I barely do anything. 
The nature of many women 
is that we can only see our 
shortcomings and never our 
strengths.

GUEST
FROM PAGE 1B

Now I can see what women 
really need to hear is not how 
other women do it all, so that 
we can mimic their to-do lists 
and add more and more to our 
cracking plates. No. We need 
to hear what other women 
aren’t doing.

We all have an ‘I Don’t’ List. 
Everyone will be different. 
Most of us don’t have endless 
choice about what we do and 
what we don’t. Often there’s 
simply no one else to do it, 
so prioritizing gets brutal. 
Some of us shirk the domestic 
in favor of the professional. 
Others choose to let the end-
less demands of work leap off 
the bottom of the list in favor 
of home. Some people love 
to, say, bake, while for others 
it feels like an exam they’ll 
always fail.

But we all have one, and in 
the interests of sharing, here’s 
my ‘I Don’t’ list. The things I 
let lie, for better or worse:

•I don’t cook dinners, most 
nights of the week. My partner 
does that, because he’s home 
first. I could write an essay 
about how I would do that 
differently but… I don’t.

•I don’t sit down and do 
homework with my prima-
ry-school-aged kids every 
evening.

•I don’t remember to make 
my daughter practice her 
violin.

•I don’t make birthday 
cakes.

•I don’t iron. Come on, who 
irons?

•I don’t exercise most days.
•I don’t live in a spotless 

house. Or even a vaguely tidy 
one, if I’m honest.

•I don’t decorate.
•I don’t entertain.
•I don’t organize playdates 

with fun activities and snacks.
•I don’t shave my legs 

(*very often).
•I don’t meal prep.
•I don’t cut the sandwiches 

into heart-shapes.
•I don’t remember all the 

birthdays I should remember.
•I don’t meditate.
•I don’t reply to every email. 
I don’t feel guilty anymore 

about doing things that I need 
to do with my family – or for 
myself – that make our little 
world sunnier.

Today, that means lying 
on the couch under a blanket 
watching Australia’s Got 
Talent and eating biscuits. My 
daughter’s feet are in my lap 
and my son’s head is on my 
shoulder.

I should be cooking for the 
week. I should be cramming 
math with my nine-year-old, 
who struggles with numbers. 
I should be out for a run. I 
should be answering all those 
emails.

But, today, I don’t.
(Holly Wainwright is original-

ly from Manchester, England but 
now lives in Sydney, Australia. 
She is a journalist and editor and 
now online as Head of Enter-
tainment at Mamamia. She 
hosts a parenting podcast and 
has two small children.) 

DINNERS
FROM PAGE 1B

SLOW COOKER CHICKEN 
CHILI

Ingredients
2 pounds ground chicken, 

coarsely ground preferred
3 tablespoons chili powder, plus 

2 teaspoons
1 (15-ounce) can kidney beans, 

drained and rinsed
1 (15-ounce) can white beans, 

drained and rinsed
2 (28-ounce) cans diced fire 

roasted tomatoes
1 medium sweet potato (about 

10 ounces), peeled and 
shredded

1 (15-ounce) can low-sodium 
chicken broth

1/4 cup instant tapioca (recom-
mended: Minute tapioca)

1 to 2 chipotle chiles in adobo 
sauce with seeds, chopped

2 tablespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoon kosher salt
1 tablespoon onion powder

2 teaspoons granulated garlic
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Pinch ground cloves
1/2 to 3/4 cup lager-style beer, 

optional
Toppings: Sour cream, shredded 

Cheddar or Jack cheese, 
chopped scallions and 
chopped pickled jalapenos

Put the chicken in the slow 
cooker. Add 3 tablespoons of 
the chili powder and all the rest 
of the ingredients, except the 
beer. Stir everything together, 
cover, and cook on LOW for 6 to 
8 hours. 

Just before serving, stir in the 
remaining 2 teaspoons of chili 
powder, the beer, if using, and 
season with more salt and pep-
per, to taste, if desired. Divide 
the chili among warm bowls. 
Serve with toppings of choice. 

CHICKEN TERIYAKI DINNER

Ingredients
Nonstick cooking spray, for the 

baking dish
2 cups low-sodium chicken 

broth
3/4 cup teriyaki sauce
1/4 cup low-sodium soy sauce
2 tablespoons sesame oil
2 teaspoons grated ginger
3 cloves garlic, grated
Kosher salt
1 pound boneless, skinless 

chicken breast, diced
1 1/2 cups raw jasmine rice 
1 red onion, sliced
1 medium bunch broccoli, cut 

into florets (about 2 1/2 
cups)

1 red bell pepper, sliced
3 scallions, sliced

Preheat the oven to 425 
degrees F. Spray a 9-by-13-inch 
casserole dish with nonstick 
spray. 

Whisk together the chicken 
broth, teriyaki sauce, soy 
sauce, sesame oil, ginger, garlic 

and 2 teaspoons salt in a me-
dium bowl until combined. Add 
the chicken and stir to coat

Spread the rice evenly in the 
bottom of the prepared dish. 
Pour in the teriyaki mixture, 
scattering the chicken evenly. 
Scatter the onion, broccoli and 
bell pepper evenly over the top.  

Cover with foil and bake 
until the vegetables have soft-
ened but are still vibrant, about 
25 minutes. Remove the foil 
and bake until the juices have 
thickened and the chicken is 
cooked through, about 10 min-
utes more. Let sit for 5 minutes 
to allow the rice to absorb 
more of the moisture. 

Top with sliced scallions.

life-savers for busy families.
With busy schedules, a 

long list of responsibilities, 
and other interests to pursue, 

many of us just don’t have 
much time (or desire) to 
spend hours in the kitchen.

(Nancy Zeman is the 
publisher and part owner of 
The Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Gutter Cleaning
Call/text Sean (217)822-9318
Leave name and number

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, 
Sat. 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

708 Wabash 
Sat. Nov. 2  8am - 4pm  
Furniture, cookbooks, bike, trunk, 
toys, bottles, tools, clothes, 
antiques, collectables, dishes, 
much more variety

One Day Only Rummage and 
Bake Sale
Sutton Senior Community 
Center
256 W. Court
Saturday November 9th
8:00am - 4:00pm
Lots of Christmas and Fall decora-
tions; antiques and vintage items; 
and plenty of miscellaneous! No 
clothing! 
Proceeds benefit Center

Higginbotham Family Estate 
Tag Sale
10409 IL Hwy. 16, Paris, IL (4 
miles west of Paris on Rt. 16)
Friday, Nov. 8th  9am - 6pm   
Saturday, Nov. 9th  8am - 5pm
Sunday, Nov. 10th  12pm - 4pm
Household Items Only
Large collection of Americana 
Fostoria, Lizzie High Dolls, 
Precious Moments, Roy Rogers 
& Dale Evans collectibles, 
Mikasa China set, Depression 
Glass, Compotes, Oil Paintings, 
Housewares, Music Boxes, Decor, 
Christmas, Doll Collectibles, 
Games, Linens, Vintage, Antiques 
and much more. Great opportuni-
ty to start Christmas shopping.
Cash only please. Not responsi-
ble for accidents.

MOVING SALE
108 Bradley Dr.
Nov. 8 & Nov. 9   8am - 4pm
Will be set up in the garage!
2005 Honda Revel with 1600 
miles w/ trailer, 42” Craftsman 
mower with wagon and mulcher
Yard tools, metal shelving, 
golf clubs, pressure washer, 
motocross helmets and gear, 
window air conditioner and lots of 
other stuff.  

Local company seeking a full 
time driver. Class A CDL required. 
All local driving; 100% company 
paid health insurance plus 
pension. $1500 sign on bonus. 
Call 217-465-7621

Help Wanted
Full Time CNA’s, Nurses and 
Dietary
Must be Licensed and able to 

pass drug screen.
Competitive Wages and Benefits.
Apply at Marshall Nursing and 
Rehab
410 N. 2nd St  Marshall   
Monday - Friday

15” Barrel Saddle For Sale
Call (217) 466-6891

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 bdrm 2 bath with garage
Crestwood Dist.  No pets
$650 plus dep.
217-264-1379 leave message

For Rent
Clean 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car 
garage, in country.
$800 a month + deposit
Call 217-275-3792 or 
217-712-6000

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath home for 
sale
Approx. 1700 square feet with 
working wood fireplace.
2 car attached garage and deck 
on the back.
Asking $145,000 Call (217) 
826-3100 to view this home    
22298 N Hwy 1  Marshall, IL

For Sale
House In Elbridge
Clean, 2 Bedroom, New Carpet
$60,000  Call 217-275-3792 or 
217-712-6000

Land For Sale
35.6 Acres 10 tillable
on Ernest Rd. Marshall, IL
Prime Deer Hunting
Call 219-588-4740

Land For Sale 
85 irrigated tillable acres
on River Road West Union, IL
Call 219-644-8713

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, and 
trash included. No Pets. $420 
dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

Public notice is hereby given that 
on November 8, 2019, at 8:00 AM 
the commissioners of DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT NO. 7 OF THE TOWN 
OF BUCK will hold an annual 
meeting of the District for the 
purpose of discussing the items 
listed on the Agenda below, and 
such other matters which may 
come before the Commissioners. 
The meeting shall be held at the 

following location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.   Review and Approval of Annual 
Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.   New Business
6.   Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given that 
on November 8, 2019, at 9:00 
AM the commissioners of UNION 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF 
THE TOWNS OF EMBARRASS 
AND KANSAS will hold an annual 
meeting of the District for the 
purpose of discussing the items 
listed on the Agenda below, and 
such other matters which may 
come before the Commissioners. 
The meeting shall be held at the 
following location:

Bill Guyer’s Farm
2547 E 1000th Rd
Kansas, IL 61933

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.   Review and Approval of Annual 
Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 12, 2019, at 
8:30 AM the commissioners of 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 9 OF 
THE TOWN OF EMBARRASS 
will hold an annual meeting of 
the District for the purpose of 
discussing the items listed on the 
Agenda below, and such other 
matters which may come before 
the Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.     Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.     Review and Approval of Annual 
Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
BARBARA E. SWARTHOUT, 
Deceased

No. 2019-P-47

Notice is given of the death 
of BARBARA E. SWARTHOUT. 
Letters of Office were issued on 
September 24, 2019 to Prospect 
Bank, 177 W. Wood Street, Paris, 
Il. 61944, as Executor whose at-
torney is FRUIN & KASH (Richard 
M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before April 3, 2020 
and any claim not filed within 
the applicable period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

PROSPECT  BANK
Executor

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/465-4196
FAX: 217/466-1213

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on October 31, 2019 a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

SUTTON’ CRAZY HORSE GUNS 
AND ARCHERY

Located at: 814 N. MAIN ST

Owner(s): RANDALL W. SUTTON

Dated: OCTOBER 31, 2019

August H. Griffin
 EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Chrisman, Illinois 
intends to extend a watermain 
from The Equity to the City,
providing water supplied by 
the City of Paris. The proposed 
financing of the project is
through the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency Public Water 
Supply Loan Program. As
condition of the proposed 
funding, a Project Summary 
and Preliminary Environmental 
Impact
Determination (PEID) has been 
prepared by the IEPA and is 
available for viewing and
comment. The PEID report can be 
viewed at Chrisman City Hall, 222 
West Madison Avenue,
Chrisman, Illinois 61924 during 
normal business hours, as well as 
Fehr Graham, 1610
Broadmoor Drive, Champaign, IL. 
61821. A Public Hearing regarding 
the PEID report will be
held on Monday, November 18, 
2019 at 7:00 PM at the City of 
Chrisman, 222 West Madison
Avenue, Chrisman, Illinois. Public 
comments regarding the PEID 
report can be directed to the
City of Chrisman Clerk or directly 
to Bill Jankousky at Infrastructure 
Financial Assistance
Section, Illinois EPA, 1021 North 
Grand Avenue East, P.O. Box 
19276, Springfield, IL. 62794-
9276 within 10 days of the 
hearing.

HORNER INDUSTRIAL GROUP, family owned and operated 
since 1949, is a leading provider in the Midwest Region of in-
dustrial electro-mechanical rotating equipment repair.

Due to the continuing growth of our business at our Motor Re-
pair Shops in TERRE HAUTE and INDIANAPOLIS IN we are 
adding positions for candidates with 3+ years of experience as:

ELECTRIC MOTOR WINDERS – AC and/or DC, three-phase, 
random and form wound, armatures, wound rotors and trans-
formers.

AC and DC MOTOR TECHNICIANS – Disassemble, inspect, 
clean, repair, test and reassemble AC and DC motors and 
equipment.

MANUAL MACHINISTS – Manual/conventional lathe and 
milling operations (NOT CNC).

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIANS – Onsite Diagnosis, mainte-
nance, repair and installation of electro-mechanical rotating 
equipment.

Horner offers RELOCATION ASSISTANCE, competitive wages, 
comprehensive healthcare benefits, 401(k) plan with employer 
match, and an excellent working environment.

To learn more about us and to read detailed job descriptions or 
to submit an application - please visit our website at 
www.hornerindustrial.com/jobs or email your resume to 
Kelly.Russell@hornerindustrial.com

Horner Industrial Group is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Powered by Service, Quality and Value

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

Seeking full-time

SALESPERSON
for

Guaranteed salary for the 1st three
months then commission based.

Send resume and letter to 
101 N. Central

 Paris, IL 61944

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Always taking 
consignments! 

Give us a call!
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The summary must be published in the local newspaper.

217-948-5174
School District/Joint Agreement Name Telephone

SUMMARY:  The following is the Annual Statement of Affairs Summary that is required to be published by the school district/joint agreement for the past fiscal year.

Statement of Operations as of June 30, 2019

Educational Operations & 
Maintenance Debt Services Transportation

Municipal 
Retirement/Social 

Security
Capital Projects Working Cash Tort Fire Prevention & 

Safety

Local Sources 1000 864,461 296,446 186,871 74,701 102,206 76,005 18,440 224,993 18,646
2000

0 0 0 0
State Sources 3000 597,009 0 0 41,294 0 0 0 0 0
Federal Sources 4000 152,890 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Direct Receipts/Revenues 1,614,360 296,446 186,871 115,995 102,206 76,005 18,440 224,993 18,646
1,609,123 194,582 98,100 123,911 90,985 65,186 217,356 10,082

Other Sources/Uses of Funds    75,000 -75,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Beginning Fund Balances - July 1, 2018 681,896 500,749 77,384 81,871 73,325 16,855 65,696 147,216 176,577
Other Changes in Fund Balances 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ending Fund Balances June 30, 2019 762,133 527,613 166,155 73,955 84,546 27,674 84,136 154,853 185,141

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2019

Total Direct Disbursements/Expenditures

KANSAS CUSD #3 8:00AM - 4:00PM

 Also by January 15, annually the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019, will be posted on the Illinois State Board of Education's website@ www.isbe.net.

Office Hours
310 SOUTH FRONT ST KANSAS, IL 61933

Address

Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019 will be available for public inspection in the school district/joint agreement administrative office by December 1, annually.  Individuals wanting to review this Annual 
Statement of Affairs should contact:

Flow-Through Receipts/Revenues from One District to 
Another District

KANSAS CUSD #3 ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2019
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This listing must be published in the local newspaper, sent to ISBE, and retained
within your district/joint agreement administrative office for public inspection.

KANSAS CUSD #3
11-023-0030-26

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000 Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999 Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999 Salary Range:  60,000 - $89,999 Salary Range:  $90,000 and over
Kurtis S Cameron Valerie N Bonwell Heather N Cummins Brenda L Coffey
Danielle Camp Genine Bunch epperson Anne M Happ Kelly L Cottle
Kristin Chittick Ashley D Burns John L Hasten Lana Drake
Kudy K Davis Robert D Edwards Michael A Lowery
Amy Evans Beth M Gibson Joseph Morrisey
Kevin Fleckenstein Amanda Gough LeeAnn G Nicholson
Kelsey Goodwin Casey J Harley Cindy J Spencer
Keith Green Christy M Pinkston
Skyler Harford Lindsay M Shawver
Darren Hibbard Jennifer Staley
Lisa Huddlestun Lucas E Voudrie
Leesa Kern Bridget Walters
Crisy McMillian
Martha Menser
April Noel
Rhonda Purcell
Tracy Quinn-Porter
Linda J Robards
Carole Ryan
Stephanie Standish
Suzanne Tomshack
Debra Updegraff
Jamie Wheeler
Leslie Houia Wright

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000 Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999 Salary Range:  $40,000 - $59,999 Salary Range:  $60,000 and over
Eric Bender Shelley L Jones David Bottom Malden Earl Scott
Todd Bishop Debbie E Sinclair Ann M Motley
Crystal L Buckler
Jacob Caldwell
Alyssa M Childress
Cindy M Daniel
Marcia L Delp
Diana J Ellington
Brandon Gano
Andrew Gernigan
Karen J Goatley
Donna J Goddard
Angela L Haynes
Carolyn Susie Hays
Rebecca B Heltsley
Marianne Lauher
Brock M Lewis
Michael A Lowery
Pamella K Malone
Wesley R Motley
Cailynne Phillips
Justin D Richardson
Gary J Robertson
Doris E Smith

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFIED PERSONNEL

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFIED PERSONNEL

SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL
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This listing must be published in the local newspaper, sent to ISBE, and 
retained within your district/joint agreement administrative office for public inspection

KANSAS CUSD #3
11-023-0030-26
Person, Firm, or Corporation Aggregate Amount Person, Firm, or Corporation Aggregate Amount
ACADEMIC TUTORING 3,703.00$                                                MARK SNYDER IRONWORKS 29,749.00$                                              
AMEREN ILLINOIS 11,064.00$                                               RITA MCCULLOM 3,314.00$                                                
AMERICAN FIDELITY ASSURANCES 11,731.00$                                               MCGRAW-HILL SCHOOL 6,014.00$                                                
AMERICAN FIDELITY FLEX 2,769.00$                                                MIDWEST TRANSIT EQUIPMENT 3,306.00$                                                
THE ATLANTA NATIONAL BANK 98,100.00$                                              MOSE, YOCKEY, BROWN, & KULL 9,000.00$                                                
AT&T MOBILITY 2,919.00$                                                NEXTERA ENERGY SERVICES 19,891.00$                                              
B&B FOOD DISTRIBUTORS 30,411.00$                                               OAKLAND CUSD#5 10,951.00$                                              
BOTT'S LOCKSMITH 6,089.00$                                                PARIS UNIT SCHOOL #95 12,100.00$                                              
BP 21,719.00$                                              PERFORMANCE FOODSERVICE 8,528.00$                                                
BUSHUE HUMAN RESOURCES 5,880.00$                                                RENAISSANCE LEARNING INC 3,649.00$                                                
CENTER POINT ENERGY SERVICES 13,357.00$                                              ROSETTA STONE 3,875.00$                                                
COMTECH HOLDINGS, INC 6,323.00$                                                SANTANDER LEASING LLC 28,487.00$                                              
COUNTY OFFICE PRODUCTS 5,359.00$                                                SPECIALIZED DATA SYSTEMS 5,195.00$                                                
COX MOTORS 5,861.00$                                                STARK DISTRIBUTING CO 8,665.00$                                                
CSC LEARNING 4,000.00$                                                STATE OF ILLINOIS 63,103.00$                                              
DAVID NICHOLS 3,175.00$                                                TEAM ITS, LLC 82,093.00$                                              
EDGAR COUNTY BANK 197,054.00$                                            THIS 22,231.00$                                              
EIASE 36,342.00$                                              TRS 9% 92,568.00$                                              
EASTERN ILL EDUCATION FOR EMPLOY 4,243.00$                                                TRS FEDERAL 4,692.00$                                                
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 11,210.00$                                               TRSNEC 5,987.00$                                                
FE MORAN INC 2,518.00$                                                US BANK 16,560.00$                                              
FRONTIER 25,772.00$                                              VISION INFRASTRUCTURE 4,466.00$                                                
IASB 4,534.00$                                                VILLAGE OF KANSAS 3,936.00$                                                
ILLINOIS SCHOOL DIST AGENCY 35,899.00$                                              WATTS COPY SYSTEMS, INC 14,206.00$                                              
IMPREST CLEARING ACCOUNT 13,910.00$                                              WORKERS COMPENSATION 11,390.00$                                               
IMRF 63,650.00$                                              
KEMMERER VILLAGE 31,133.00$                                              
LAKE LAND COLLEGE 6,953.00$                                                
LORENZ SUPPLY COMPANY 4,090.00$                                                
LUNSFORD ARCHITECTS 8,000.00$                                                

Payments over $2,500, excluding wages and salaries.

Payments over $2500, excluding wages and salaries 

SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com 

SPRINGFIELD – Dem-
ocratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker on 
Monday gave his support to a 
proposal that would allow col-
lege student athletes in Illinois 
to be paid for the use of their 
likeness. 

At a news conference in 
his Springfield office, Pritzker 
touted the bill as one address-
ing a “need for innovation in 
our modern collegiate sports 
system.” Lawmakers joining 
the governor called the pro-
posal a moral necessity, a re-
cruiting tool and an effort to 
force the hand of the NCAA – 
the governing body that over-
sees college athletics. 

“I’m asking the General As-
sembly to join us in passing 
this bill in the veto session, 
making Illinois the second 
state in the nation to stand 
up for giving student athletes 

their rights in a billion-dol-
lar industry that they helped 
build,” Pritzker said. 

The measure is House Bill 
3904, sponsored by Demo-
cratic Rep. Emanuel “Chris” 
Welch, of Hillside. It is a dupli-
cate of a California law which 
passed this year. Just like Cal-
ifornia’s bill, Illinois’ would 
take effect in 2023.

Welch’s proposal states any 
association, including the 
NCAA, “may not prevent a 
student athlete … from earn-
ing compensation as a result 
of the use of the student's 
name, image, or likeness.” 

The bill also prohibits the 
NCAA from barring a uni-
versity from competition if its 
athletes are compensated in 
such a manner, and prohibits 
universities from upholding 
any rules that ban endorse-
ments. The bill would apply 
to both public and private uni-
versities.

Currently, art students can 
be paid to sell art, and college 
musicians can be paid to per-
form, but athletes cannot be 
compensated for their perfor-
mance, lawmakers said. 

“Young men and women 
who stimulate the econom-
ics of the NCAA should also 
be able to secure their own 
economic well-being,” Welch 
said. 

Welch said he expects to call 
the bill for a vote Tuesday in 
the House Higher Education 
Appropriation Committee. 

Sen. Napoleon Harris, a 
Harvey Democrat, said he ex-
perienced his likeness being 
used firsthand when he played 
football at Northwestern Uni-
versity. Harris said he saw 
several people wearing jerseys 
with his number, but he could 
not receive any compensation 
from the sales of those prod-
ucts. 

“This bill is about parity, 
and it’s about equity,” he said. 
“I can recall coming from 
Dixmoor, Illinois, going to 
Evanston, Illinois, and then 
playing football there for four 
years, and my mom did not 
have the means to take care of 
things that I may have needed 
and wanted. But on campus 
you see coaches making mil-
lions of dollars, you see the 
presidents making millions of 

dollars and you see stadiums 
being filled.” 

While the bill also allows 
student athletes to hire agents, 
it does not pave the way for 
them to seek salaries or pay-
ment, outside of scholarships, 
from their college or universi-
ty, Welch said. A new amend-
ment would also require those 
agents to register with the 
Illinois Department of Profes-
sional Regulations.

When asked if the bill 
would prove a greater ben-
efit to athletes playing more 
popular sports, Pritzker said 
it could open up partner-
ships with local businesses for 
smaller schools and less popu-
lar sports. 

When asked about wheth-
er athletes should be able to 
receive salaries, Pritzker said 
the bill is a good conversation 
starter when it comes to forc-
ing the NCAA to rethink its 
current structure. 

“This bill is a good way for 
us to move forward and have 
the NCAA start to answer 
questions about compensa-
tion and whether student-ath-
letes should receive and how 

they should receive compen-
sation for what they do,” Pritz-
ker said. 

The NCAA opposed Cal-
ifornia’s efforts to pass such a 
bill.

“As a membership orga-
nization, the NCAA agrees 
changes are needed to con-
tinue to support student 
athletes, but improvement 
needs to happen on a nation-
al level through the NCAA’s 
rules-making process,” the as-
sociation said in a statement. 
“As more states consider their 
own specific legislation relat-
ed to this topic, it is clear that 
a patchwork of different laws 
from different states will make 
unattainable the goal of pro-
viding a fair and level playing 
field for 1,100 campuses and 
nearly half a million student 
athletes nationwide.”

The association said it will 
“consider next steps in Cal-
ifornia,” while its members 
“move forward with ongoing 
efforts to make adjustments to 
NCAA name, image and like-
ness rules.”  

While no Republicans were 
present at the news confer-

ence Monday, two of the 27 
co-sponsors on Welch’s bill 
are Republicans — Rep. Da-
vid McSweeney, of Barrington 
Hills, and Rep. Steve Reick, of 
Woodstock.

Bill allows college athletes to be compensated for use of their likenesses
Pritzker lends sup-
port, house sponsor 
plans to call commit-
tee vote on Tuesday
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Pensions in the hot zone
Police, fire pension costs outside Chicago growing at a greater rate than property taxes

BY TIM JONES
AND JARED RUTECKI
Better Government Association

In the heart of Illinois, the 
city of Peoria cut its workforce 
by almost one-fifth to pay its 
annual obligations for police 
and firefighter pensions. In 
northern Illinois, Waukegan is 
selling bonds to keep the city 
operating. In the east, Danville 
closed one of its four fire sta-
tions following mounting pen-
sion bills. And in the state cap-
ital, Springfield — for the first 
time — is pouring every dollar 
it collects in property taxes into 
public safety pensions.

All across Illinois, in many 
of the small towns and larger 
cities that manage some 650 
independent police and fire re-
tirement systems, those funds 
have placed an increasingly 
tightening vise on municipal 
finances.

Much of the focus on the 
pension problem in Illinois has 
been on the massive liabilities 
facing the five statewide funds 
as well as Chicago’s citywide 
pensions. But in many ways the 

more pressing pension issues 
can be found in the towns in 
every corner of the state.

In Illinois’ 28 largest cities 
beyond Chicago — those with 
populations of 50,000 or more 
— the rate of pension payment 
increases has outstripped the 
growth of property tax revenue 
by a factor of about 10 since 
2012, a Better Government 
Association review of finan-
cial and pension documents 
shows. Five cities saw a net 
decline in property tax revenue 
between 2012 and 2018, while 
eight reported a cumulative 
gain of less than 10 percent.

During the same time pe-
riod, the median increase of 
pension payments to the police 
retirement systems jumped 
roughly 53 percent; for fire-
fighters it was about 58 percent.

Illinois has imposed a struc-
ture for police and firefighter 
pensions that is inherently in-
efficient but also distinct from 
the problems facing the state-
wide funds. Some cities, many 
downstate, are hampered by 
declining tax bases as people 

and jobs leave. A town’s hands 
are tied with how it invests 
pension cash as well as the 
small size of its pension pools.

“No one would set up a sys-
tem like this if they had it to do 
it again,” said Brad Cole, execu-
tive director of the Illinois Mu-
nicipal League.

On average, the pensions are 
funded at 55 percent, which is 
21 percentage points below the 
2000 average. There is no single 
city that perfectly exemplifies 
Illinois’ pension predicament. 
There is, however, a common 
bottom line: mounting pres-
sure on property taxes.

National surveys have 
shown Illinois near the top in 
terms of property taxes, most-
ly the result of the state being 
near the bottom in supporting 
public education. Pension de-
mands are putting even more 
pressure on property taxes, 
forcing city leaders to make 
tough choices about cutting 
back on services or adding to 
the tax bills.

“There’s not enough natural 
growth in our revenue sources 

to keep up with pension costs, 
and, at some point, citizens 
say enough is enough and 
you can’t raise taxes,” said Bill 
McCarty, who as Springfield’s 
budget director for more than 
eight years has seen up close 
the slow strangulation of the 
city’s finances.

Last year every dollar of 
property tax revenue collected 
in Springfield went into the 
pension funds. Next year the 
bill will go up another $1.4 
million, he said. Over 20 years, 
the cumulative effect of pen-
sion obligations is projected to 
exceed property tax collections 
by nearly $270 million.

“That’s completely unsus-
tainable,” McCarty said.

Amid the increased pres-
sure on municipalities, Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker earlier this month 
proposed a partial solution: 
consolidate the investment 
operations of the funds, with 
the intent of saving money and 
improving the financial returns 
on investments. The current 
system, the governor said, re-
veals the individual funds, on 

the whole, are, “underperform-
ing by nearly $1 million per 
day. That’s not just a missed op-
portunity — that’s a hole these 
funds are digging deeper every 
year.”

State lawmakers are expect-
ed to consider the measure 
during the fall veto session, 
which started Monday.

While many mayors and 
budget officials applaud the 
governor’s bill, there is a gener-
al belief that this step is not the 
cavalry coming to the rescue. 
The numbers — unfunded li-
abilities, annual cost increases, 
state-mandated funding tar-
gets, longer life expectancy — 
are too daunting to be tamed 
by consolidation alone.

“You need to have struc-
tural reform to what the pen-
sions look like going forward if 
there’s any chance for the mu-
nicipalities to survive and not 
end up like the state of Illinois, 
where you’re dropping into 20 
or 30 percent for the funding 
level,” said Reid Ottesen, the 
longtime village manager in 
suburban Palatine.

BACKYARDS CAN BECOME A WILD PARADISE

Justin L. Fowler/The State Journal-Register

A few steps from front porch of the home Tracy Evans and her husband, Andrezej Bartke, leads into prairie grasses and native 
Illinois plants that serve a different purpose than a traditional front yard as she and her husband created the area to do their 
part in stabilizing pollinators such as bees and butterflies, but also other insects that feed birds. Evans emphasizes people 
don’t have to plant on the same scale that she and her husband have, but if people want to participate even on a small scale, 
they do can get native plants from the Illinois Native Plant Society and Lincoln Memorial Garden.

Landscaping goes wild
BY STEVEN SPEARIE
The State Journal-Register

MECHANICSBURG, Ill. (AP) — 
Tracy Evans admitted that her front 
yard, with clumps of big bluestem prairie 
grass topping out about seven feet and 
an array of other native plants like milk-
weed and coneflower, is the reversal of 
curb appeal.

And she allowed that sometimes its 
untidiness might get some passers-by 
thinking that it is a yard full of weeds.

There is a personal enjoyment, yes, 
but more importantly, a purpose, even 
an urgency, she contended.

"This is what we did to bring nature to 
us, that we couldn't find elsewhere," Ev-
ans said about the Mechanicsburg home 
she shares with her husband, Andrzej 
Bartke, the director of geriatric research 
at the Southern Illinois University 
School of Medicine. "I'm an outlier, but 
I want to bring more people with me, 
back to nature."

Since 2003, Evans' home has been 
part of a Department of Natural Re-
sources program called Illinois Acres for 
Wildlife, which is for small landowners. 
Under the agreement, the couple plant-
ed trees, shrubs and flowers, many native 
to Illinois.

The one-acre plot includes several 
American chestnut trees, which are list-
ed as endangered after a blight wiped 
out between 3 and 4 billion of the trees 
in the first half of the 20th century. The 
trees were prolific from the Upper Mid-
west down South to the Appalachian 
Mountains, she said.

Big bluestem, or turkeyfoot, is a grass 

that once covered much of the Great 
Plains, Evans added.

The couple also purchased in 2011 a 
226-acre farm about three miles west of 
their home. About 80 acres are main-
tained as prairie, Evans said, and an 
agreement with the federal government 
says none of the land can be developed 
in perpetuity.

Now Evans, who has a research associ-
ate appointment at the Illinois State Mu-
seum Research and Collections Center 
after retiring as a biologist from Natural 
Resources, is encouraging others to get 
involved in planting native species, no 
matter if they are in the city or in rural 
areas and no matter the size of the plot.

The main thrust is stabilizing pollina-
tors and insects that feed birds, Evans 
said. Pollinators are more than just bees 
and butterflies and can include wasps, 
flies, mosquitoes, beetles and ants, she 
said.

The native plants, which can also in-
clude black-eyed Susans and smooth 
aster, give pollinators a source of nectar 
and increase the trees that bloom, Evans 
said.

"We've taken away from (the polli-
nators') habitats," Evans maintained, 
"through agriculture, lawn care (practic-
es) and housing developments. Without 
pollinators, we don't have food, period."

Evans said maintaining the area at 
their home requires work. Native inva-
sive species like poison ivy, grapevine 
and honeysuckle can be a pain, she ad-
mitted.

Every February, the plot is mowed so 
it can start fresh again.

The benefits have been plentiful. The 
area has attracted mink, groundhogs and 
skunks, all caught by a trail camera. This 
past spring, a deer gave birth to triplets in 

the yard, a rare occurrence, she said.
"I'll admit this is messy, but it's really 

glorious to see it in full bloom," Evans 
said. "We look down on this mass of yel-
low (from black-eyed Susans, goldenrod 
and sunflowers)."

The Acres for Wildlife program is a 
voluntary program that commits land-
owners, "to protect and improve habitat 
on their land as they are able," accord-
ing to the DNR website. Landowners 
retain property control and have access 
to DNR biologists for resource assess-
ments and management plans.

Native Illinois landscaping 
is beautiful to residents

Justin L. Fowler/The State Journal-Register

The caterpillar of the milkweed tussock 
moth feeds off the leaf of a milkweed 
plant in the front yard of the home of 
Tracy Evans and her husband, Andrezej 
Bartke, in Mechanicsburg. Since 2003, 
Evans’ home has been part of the De-
partment of Natural Resources’s Illinois 
Acres for Wildlife program, which is for 
small landowners in which they plant 
trees, shrubs and flowers, many native 
to Illinois with the goal of protecting, 
improving, or developing lasting wildlife 
habitats.

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
top two leaders in the Il-
linois House on Monday 
called on state Rep. Luis Ar-
royo to either resign imme-
diately or face disciplinary 
proceedings that could lead 
to his removal from office.

House Speaker Michael 
Madigan and House Re-
publican Leader Jim Durkin 
issued those calls separately 
a few hours after Arroyo, 
a Chicago Democrat, ap-
peared in federal court in 
Chicago on a federal bribery 
charge.

“Today begins a process 
of cleaning up this cham-
ber,” Durkin said during a 
midday news conference. 
“I hope that Representative 
Arroyo hears what I have to 
say, because I am serious, 
my caucus is serious and I 
believe that his members 
will be serious that this is not 
tolerable.”

Arroyo, 65, made an ini-
tial appearance Monday 
morning before U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge Maria Valdez 
and was released on a per-
sonal recognizance bond. If 
convicted, he could face up 
to 10 years in prison.

According to a statement 
from U.S. Attorney John R. 
Lausch, Arroyo is charged 
with one count of, “offer-
ing a bribe to a fellow state 
lawmaker in an effort to 
influence and reward the 
lawmaker for supporting 
legislation that would bene-
fit Arroyo’s private lobbying 
client.”

In addition to serving in 
the General Assembly, Ar-
royo owns a lobbying firm, 
Spartacus 3 LLC, according 
to his most recent statement 
of interest.

The complaint alleges that 
on Aug. 2, Arroyo offered to 
pay an unnamed state sen-
ator $2,500 per month in 
exchange for the senator’s 
support of gambling legisla-
tion related to sweepstakes 
games. On Aug. 22, Arroyo 
met the senator at a Skokie 
restaurant and provided a 
check for an initial payment, 
a check made payable to 
another person in order to 
conceal the actual intent, 
Lausch’s office said.

Arroyo has served as 
chairman of the House 
Appropriations-Capital 
Committee, a panel that 
was instrumental in pushing 
through this year’s $45 bil-
lion capital improvements 
bill, which is partially fund-
ed through expanded gam-
bling.

News of the charges 
against Arroyo rattled the 
Illinois Statehouse just as 
lawmakers were returning 
for the start of the fall veto 
session.

After a closed-door 
House Democrats caucus 
meeting Monday after-
noon, Madigan handed out 
a written statement saying 
Arroyo had agreed to step 
down from his committee 
chairmanship, but he said 
he agreed with Durkin that 
Arroyo should resign imme-
diately or face disciplinary 
proceedings.

“I urge Representative 
Arroyo to resign from the 
House of Representatives, 
effective immediately,” 
Madigan said in the state-
ment. “If he refuses, I will 
take the necessary steps to 
begin the process to remove 
him from office.”

Madigan, who has served 
as speaker for all but two 
years since 1983, also said 
he plans to call in stakehold-
ers and experts to re-ex-
amine the state’s ethics and 
lobbying laws, but he said 
he didn’t know why it isn’t 
already illegal in Illinois for 
the owner of a lobbying firm 
to serve as a lawmaker.

House calls 
for Arroyo 
to resign
Lawmaker arrested 
on bribery charge

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — 
The Illinois Senate vot-
ed Wednesday to sustain 
Democratic Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s veto of a bill that 
would have prohibited 
him, or any future gover-
nor, from seeking federal 
approval to weaken con-
sumer protection provi-
sions under the Affordable 
Care Act, also known as 
Obamacare.

Senate Bill 2026, spon-
sored by Sen. Sue Rezin, 
R-Morris, and Rep. Joyce 
Mason, D-Gurnee, orig-
inally passed the Senate 
unanimously in April. It 
passed the House by a vote 
of 75-41 in May. 

It would have prohibited 
any administration from 
applying for waivers in or-
der to weaken protections, 
including those protecting 
people with pre-existing 
conditions, or reduce cov-
erage requirements under 
the federal law without 
legislative approval.

In his veto message, 
Pritzker, a supporter of the 
Affordable Care Act, said 
he did not intend to apply 
for any such waiver but 
that the bill would have 
taken away flexibility the 
state now has in adminis-
tering its health insurance 
programs, including Med-
icaid and the state em-
ployees’ health insurance 
system.

“One of my administra-
tion’s priorities is to create 
healthier communities by 
improving the health of all 
Illinoisans,” Pritzker said. 
“With that goal in mind, I 
do not anticipate any cir-
cumstances under which 
my administration would 
pursue waivers to limit 
Illinoisans’ access to fed-
eral programs or benefits. 
Nonetheless, it’s critical to 
retain our flexibility to in-
novate and be responsive 
to the evolving health care 
needs of the people of the 
state.”

Rezin rejected that argu-
ment. 

“Why would we leave 
this decision up to the sec-
ond floor when we have 
the ability today to ensure 
that those with pre-exist-
ing conditions get the cov-
erage that they deserve and 
desperately need,” she said.

Pritzker’s 
veto of 
Obamacare 
protection 
bill survives 
in Senate
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